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Statement  
 
The forced assimilation of nearly one million Tibetan children in Chinese state-run boarding schools, 
separated from their families, is a violation of international human rights. The United Nations has 
confirmed this figure.1 The boarding schools are just the latest act perpetrated by Beijing on Tibetans 
with the aim to eradicate Tibetan language, culture, religion and identity. These policies are not 
acceptable. 
  
Unfortunately, the issue is getting too little attention in Europe. Action is needed in order to prevent a 
whole generation of Tibetan children to be lost inside the Chinese system.  
  
Tibetans remains subjected to a highly sophisticated surveillance and monitoring system, even collecting 
their DNA including from children without proper consent from their parents evidenced by reports from 
Citizen’s lab, Human Rights Watch etc.  
  
I, therefore, condemn this action in the strongest possible terms and call on the PRC authorities to end 
the coercion of Tibetan children into state-run boarding schools, to cease repressive assimilation policies 
and to comply with the PRC’s obligations under international law.  
  
 
 
Els Van Hoof, 
 
 
 
 
 
President of the External Relations Committee 
Belgian Chamber of Representatives 

 
1 https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2023/02/china-un-experts-alarmed-separation-1-million-tibetan-
children-families-and  


