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The Office of Tibet in Washington, DC 
welcomes the introduction of a new bill 
promoting a peaceful resolution to the 
Chinese government’s oppression of the 
Tibetan people.

Rep. Jim McGovern, D-Mass., a 
longtime supporter of Tibet, introduced 
the Promoting a Resolution to the 
Tibet-China Conflict Act on July 13, 
2022, alongside Rep. Michael McCaul, 
R-Texas. The bill supports the Tibetan 
people’s right to self-determination 
and recognises Tibet’s legal status as 
unresolved.

Sikyong (President) Penpa Tsering of 
the Central Tibetan Administration, who 
visited Washington in April and June this 
year to garner continued support for the 
just cause of Tibet and the resumption 
of dialogue for peaceful resolution 
of Tibet issue, said: “China’s rule in 
Tibet lacks historical support, it lacks 
popular support, and it lacks diplomatic 
support,” Penpa said. “Why is China 
asking nations to say that Tibet is part of 
the PRC [People’s Republic of China]? 
It is because China lacks legitimacy over 
Tibet.

“Tibetans simply want the same right 
to self-determination that all people 
deserve. We have suffered enormous 
abuse from the Chinese government 
over many decades, yet we have always 

sought to settle our differences through 
peaceful dialogue. This bill would allow 
the United States to back its consistent 
calls for dialogue with more force and 
urgency while helping give Tibetans a 
voice in their own country. We thank 
Reps. McGovern and McCaul for 
introducing the Promoting a Resolution 
to the Tibet-China Conflict Act, which 
builds on the incredible bipartisan 
support the United States has always 
shown for our just cause.”

Namgyal Choedup, representative in the 
Office of Tibet, said he looks forward 
to supporting the bill’s passage through 
Congress.

“We Tibetans have always felt immense 
gratitude to the United States for 
its leadership in pushing a peaceful 
resolution to our nonviolent struggle 
against China’s oppression,” Namgyal 
said.

“With the Promoting a Resolution to the 
Tibet-China Conflict Act, the US will 
raise its commitment to resolving the 
Tibetan issue to an even greater level. 
This will not only help the cause of 
Tibetans, but the cause of democracy, 
the cause of dialogue and the cause 
of peace around the globe. Therefore, 
we must do everything we can to help 
advance this bill through both houses of 
Congress and onto the President’s desk.”

Office of Tibet DC Welcomes Bill Promoting Tibet 
Conflict Resolution

Congressman Jim McGovern and Rep. Michael McCaul, R-Texas passes bill promoting Sino-Tibet 
conflict resolution.

Permanent Strategy 
Committee Holds its 

Second Meeting

The newly established Permanent 
Strategy Committee of the 16th Kashag 
commenced its second meeting in 
Dharamshala. The three-day meeting 
held from 27-29 July is chaired by 
Sikyong Penpa Tsering and attended 
by all the members of the committee 
including advisors Kasur Tempa 
Tsering who will virtually attend the 
meeting, Kasur Dongchung Ngodup 
(Representative of His Holiness at Tibet 
Bureau, Delhi), and former special 
envoy Kelsang Gyaltsen. In attendance 
were also Secretary Karma Rinchen 
of  Department of Security, Secretary 
Karma Choeying of Department of 
Information and International Relations 
(DIIR), Secretary Dawa Tsering of Tibet 
Policy Institute (TPI), and political 
secretary Tashi Gyatso of Kashag 
Secretariat. Ngawa Tsegyam, Secretary 
from the Gaden Phodrang office, is 
also attending the meeting virtually on 
special invitation.

During this three-day meeting, the 
Committee will review and discuss 
progress of the ongoing strategic 
programs and will deliberate on future 
advocacy initiatives as per the objectives 
of the committee.

Subsequent to the dissolution of 
previous Task Force on Sino-Tibetan 
Negotiations by the 16th Kashag, this 
new Permanent Strategy Committee was 
established in its place. The Committee 
held its first meeting in November last 
year in Dharamshala.

Permanent Strategy Committee of the Central 
Tibetan Administration, 27 July 2022

https://tibet.net
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Tibetans were reported to have been 
arrested for displaying images of His 
Holiness the Dalai Lama on their 
altars in the month of June and July 
surrounding the birth anniversary of 
their spiritual leader on 6 July 2022. Two 
recent reports indicate that an unnamed 
Tibetan man from Karze has been beaten 
severely and two Tibetan sisters have 
been arrested and detained following 
accusations of keeping portraits of His 
Holiness the Dalai Lama at home.

In June, a Tibetan man aged 60 from 
Karze county was arrested by Chinese 
authorities and beaten badly for 
allegedly displaying a huge portrait 
of His Holiness the Dalai Lama in his 
home. In an unannounced raid, police 
found the portrait and confiscated it 
immediately.

According to a report from the Tibet 
Times, the unnamed Tibetan was arrested 
by Karze (Ch: Ganzi) county officials 
in June and taken to the County jail, 
where he is believed to be incarcerated 
currently.

He was in perfect health prior to 
the arrest, but his health reportedly 
deteriorated during his detention due 
to severe beatings and torture. While in 
police custody, the source stated that the 
man had to go to hospital, although the 
reason remains unclear.

A source explained that the man was 
taken back to the county jail after being 
discharged from the hospital; the current 

situation surrounding the case remains 
unclear.

Abrupt arrests of Tibetan siblings

According to other reports, a Tibetan 
woman was arrested in Nagchu’s Amdo 
county (Ch: Anduo) on 11 July for 
assisting her sister Zumkar in keeping a 
portrait of His Holiness the Dalai Lama 
in their household.

In the days following Zumkar’s arrest by 
the Chinese authorities on 23 June for 
possessing portraits of His Holiness the 
Dalai Lama, her younger sister, Youdon, 
was arrested on 11 July for allegedly 
acting with her sister in keeping the 
portrait. Youdon is said to be being held 
in a detention center in Lhasa. At this 
point, the fate of both siblings remains 
unknown.

In the so-called Tibet Autonomous 
Region (TAR), Youdon, aged around 
20s, hails from Tsarang (Ch: Zharen) 
township of Amdo county in Nagchu 
(Ch: Naqu) prefecture. From a very 
young age, she and her older sister 
Zumkar, 27, were raised in a nomadic 
family.

As of May of this year, the Chinese 
government has intensified surveillance 
of Tibetans and tourists in and around 
Lhasa and the surrounding Tibetan 
areas, including searching phones and 
homes for signs of dissent, such as 
possession of pictures of His Holiness 
the Dalai Lama and maintaining contact 
with Tibetan in exiles. Tibetan children 
and party members are prohibited from 
entering monasteries to participate in 
religious offerings or attend religious 
teachings. 

Furthermore, Chinese authorities stepped 
up their surveillance of Tibetan people 
in the days leading up to His Holiness 
the Dalai Lama’s birth anniversary, 
ensuring no Tibetans showed reverence 
towards their leader. Tibetans who did 
show reverence were severely punished 
if they were found doing so.

Three Tibetans Reportedly Arrested After Keeping His 
Holiness the Dalai Lama’s Portrait

 Tibetan sisters Youdon (L) and Zumkar (R)

Tibetan Entrepreneur and 
Philanthropist Unjustly 
Sentenced to 18 Years 

Imprisonment
A reliable source reports that Chinese 
authorities have sentenced Tenzin 
Choephel to 18 years in prison on 
trumped-up charges of “inciting 
separatism” in Nagchu (Ch: Nagchu) 
City’s Sernye (Ch: Sèní) District, 
in the so-called Tibet Autonomous 
Region (TAR). The 45-year-old Tibetan 
entrepreneur was additionally falsely 
accused of “illegally sending intelligence 
overseas” and “financing activities that 
endanger state security”.

Initially arrested on 30 March 2018, 
Choephel has been held incommunicado 
until his official sentencing on 24 May 
2019 to 18 years of fixed imprisonment 
and five years of deprivation of political 
rights. The source says the Chinese 
authorities have confiscated all of his 
private property and he is currently 
being held in Chushur (Ch: Qushui) 
prison in Lhasa.

Following the unfair verdict on 
Choephel, the Tibet Autonomous 
Region Higher People’s Court denied 
his family’s appeal in October 2019.

In an earlier report by the TCHRD, 
Choephel was reported to have been 
detained at Lhasa’s Gongkar airport after 
returning from a successful business trip 
to Chengdu. He has been involved in 
a variety of philanthropic and cultural 
activities, including protecting Tibetan 
culture and environment, promoting 
a sense of unity among Tibetans and 
helping the poor and needy.

Choephel’s imprisonment is yet 
another example of Tibetans’ relentless 
persecution for opposing destructive 
development projects to protect their 
environmental and cultural treasures. 
Furthermore, it is part of China’s 
calculated effort to crush dissent against 
the Chinese Communist Party by 
attacking prominent Tibetans including 
community leaders, intellectuals, rights 
defenders and writers.
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Aformer Tibetan political prisoner 
known for his staunchness and courage 
in standing up for Tibet and Tibetans’ 
rights under the Chinese government 
repression passed away at his residence 
on 2 July 2022, reported a reliable 
source. His death was the latest in a long 
line of Tibetans who died due to torture, 
denial of medical treatment, extrajudicial 
killings, and enforced disappearances.

Jigme Gyatso, widely known as Jigme 
Goril of the Labrang Monastery, died at 
his residence in Kanlho (Ch: Gannan), 
Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture of the 
traditional Amdo province. The cause 
of death remains unknown, although he 
had been in very poor health since being 
released from prison in 2016, according 
to the source.

Other media reports indicate that Jigme 
could have survived if the Chinese 
government hadn’t denied him and his 
family access to emergency medical 
treatments on multiple occasions when 
he needed to recuperate from the injuries 
he sustained while in prison.

In May, his health began to deteriorate, 
and he was admitted to a medical 
facility in Xining, Qinghai province, for 
an extended period without success. In 
light of the Chinese government’s efforts 
to block information about Gyatso, it 
is increasingly difficult to get detailed 

information about him, including a 
recent picture, according to a report by 
exile media.

Jigme Gyatso came into prominence 
after he testified in a 2009 video about 
the brutal treatments he suffered from 
Chinese authorities, which was widely 
circulated on the Internet. In the video, 
he laid bare his ordeal of suffering 
constant inhumane beatings, multiple 
hospitalizations, denial of food and 
water for days, forced confessions, and 
interrogation in a prison atmosphere 
nearly killed him.

Gyatso was first detained in 2006 
after returning to Labrang monastery 
after attending a religious ceremony 
conducted by His Holiness the Dalai 
Lama in India. However, when an 
unprecedented protest broke out during 
a media tour organized by Chinese 
authorities in 2008, he was arrested, 
severely beaten in police custody for 
being a ringleader and released after 
a year without formal charges. In an 
attempt to prevent his death in detention, 
Jigme Gyatso was promptly released 
after this detention proved close to fatal.

In 2010, he was arrested again and held 
in a hotel for six months for “political re-
education” before he was released, again 
without charges. Last detained in 2011, 
he was sentenced to five years in prison 

Jigme Gyatso, an Esteemed Former Tibetan Political 
Prisoner, Dies at 56 from Chinese Oppression

by the Kanlho People’s Intermediate 
Court in Gansu for “splitting the 
nation.” Following his release on 26 
October 2016, Chinese officials warned 
his family not to organize a welcome 
reception. In addition, Gyatso was 
advised never to wear the monk’s robe 
and never return to the monastery.

He hails from Labrang town in Sangchu 
County, Kanlho Tibetan Autonomous 
Prefecture in Gansu Province, in the 
traditional Tibetan province of Amdo.

Inhuman torture and impunity against 
Tibetan prisoners are routinely inflicted 
by Chinese authorities while serving 
their prison sentences, regardless of 
their terms. These actions ruled illegal 
by international law and treaties, 
among them, the Convention Against 
Torture, which China is obligated to 
enforce, have often resulted in Tibetan 
prisoners suffering horrific injuries and 
sometimes even death. There are at least 
50 known cases of torture-related deaths 
of Tibetans inside Tibet since the 2008 
nationwide uprising against the Chinese 
rule.

Jigme Gyatso aka Jigme Goril of the Labrang Monastery 

Researchers from TPI 
Partake in 16th Seminar 

of the International 
Association for Tibetan 

Studies
A group of researchers from the Tibet 
Policy Institute (TPI) attended the 16th 
Seminar of International Association 
for Tibetan Studies (IATS) which 
commenced on 3 July 2022 at the 
Charles University based in Prague, 
Czech Republic.

The attendees from TPI, led by 
its Director Dawa Tsering and the 
researchers, namely Dr Tsewang Dorjee, 
Dr Tsering Dolma, Karma Tenzin, 
Tenzin Dalha, Rigmon Tsering Samdup 
and Tenzin Phenthok participated in 
IATS as a part of the official visitation to 
present their respective research articles 
at the seminar.

On the first day of the Tibetologists’ 
symposium, Tenzin Phenthok exhibited 
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a research presentation on the 29-point 
regulation recommended by Manchu 
officials to the Tibetan administration 
in 18th century during the session on 
Tibet – China Relations presided by TPI 
Director Dawa Tsering. Additionally, Dr 
Tsering Dolma and Tenzin Dalha talked 
about ‘Lha brang dgon and 4th Lha 
brang sprul sku incarnation of Kham 
sde dge’ and Tibetan digital language, 
respectively. 

Furthermore, researcher Rigmon Tsering 
Samdup presented his thesis on the pillar 
of Nangso Lama, a Tibetan missionary 
monk to Manchu, on the following day. 
At the same time, Dr Tsewang Dorjee 
talked about the development and value 
of the treaty accorded between Tibet and 
Khunu in 1681 and thereafter, Karma 
Tenzin presented the usage of Tibetan 
language in Dolpo region, western 
Nepal, and its challenges.  

Professor Mark Steven Aldenderfer, 
University of California, highlighted 
the manipulation of Tibetan culture 
and histories under current Chinese 
authorities during a plenary talk at the 
seminar where drawings of the Tibetan 
military were displayed. 

The 16th seminar of IATS was 
participated by around 600 researchers 
making it the largest of its sequels. 
Researchers from Tibet virtually 
attended the seminar due to restrictions 
imposed by Beijing amid the Covid 
surge in China. The seminar titled 
‘Shangshung and Tibet Relation’ was 
also partaken by Chinese scholars from 
various countries. 

The 16th Seminar of International Association for 
Tibetan Studies (IATS)

For detailed news visit:

www.tibet.net

Advocacy Campaign for the 11th Panchen Lama in 
Belgium and England

Venerable Zeekyab Rinpoche, Abbot of 
the Tashi Lhunpo monastery in exile, 
accompanied Dukthen Kyi, Head of Tibet 
Advocacy Section of the Department 
of International Relations, carried out 
Central Tibetan Administration (CTA) 
led advocacy campaign for the 11th 
Panchen Lama, Jetsun Tenzin Gedhun 
Yeshi Trinlay Phuntsok Pelsangpo 
(commonly known as Gedhun Choekyi 
Nyima) in Belgium from 12 – 17 July.

On the first day of his official 
engagements in Brussels, Zeekyab 
Rinpoche met with MEP Mikulas Peksa, 
President of the Tibet Interest Group 
(TIG) in the European Parliament. 
During the one-and-half-hour meeting, 
Rinpoche briefed MEP Peksa on the 
special spiritual relationship between 
His Holiness the Dalai Lama and 
the Panchen Lama and expressed 
grave concern over the wellbeing and 
whereabouts of the latter. This year 
marked the 27th anniversary of his 
enforced disappearance, and despite 
continued pressure on China by the 
International Community, the Chinese 
government continues to assert that he is 
well and does not want to be disturbed.

Rinpoche urged the European 
Parliament to pass a motion urging the 
EU to mandate its Ambassador to China 
to meet with the 11th Panchen Lama and 
ascertain his whereabouts and wellbeing, 
among other things.

After the meeting, Rinpoche and the 
Tibetan delegation were given a quick 
tour of the European Parliament.

In the late afternoon, Rinpoche was 
received at Kagyu Samye Dzong by 
Carlo Luyckx, Director of the Buddhist 
centre and President of the Belgian 
Buddhist Union, and Ron Eichorn, 
President of the European Buddhist 
Union. Extensive discussions were held 
on all aspects of the Panchen Lama case.

In continuation of his advocacy 
campaign, Zeekyab Rinpoche met 
with H.E. Ivan Bartos, Czech Deputy 

Prime Minister for Digitisation, who 
concurrently serves as the Minister for 
Regional Development in the Cabinet of 
Petr Fiala.

Venerable Zeekyab Rinpoche thanked 
the Deputy Prime Minister for taking 
time from his busy schedule to meet with 
him and listen to the compelling case of 
the 11th Panchen Lama. While recalling 
the special relationship of His Holiness 
the Dalai Lama and late President 
Vaclav Havel, Rinpoche put forward his 
five-point appeal to the Deputy Prime 
Minister for consideration either at the 
European Council level since the Czech 
Republic currently holds the rotating 
Presidency of the Council or at the level 
of the national government.

The Deputy Prime Minister listened 
with great empathy and attention to 
Rinpoche’s presentation. He briefed 
Rinpoche on the changing world order 
in the context of the Ukraine crisis and 
Europe’s changing perception of China.

Similarly, Rinpoche met MEP Evin 
Incir, who expressed deep sadness over 
the case of Panchen Rinpoche and said 
it was unacceptable of China to be 
silent on the enforced disappearance of 
Panchen Rinpoche for 27 years, whose 
case has become one of the world’s 
longest enforced disappearances.

On the same day, venerable Zeekyab 
Rinpoche had a fruitful meeting with 
MEP Andrea Cozzolino from Italy, 
who has been supportive of initiatives 
on Tibet in the European Parliament. 
Thereafter, Rinpoche also met MEPs 

Tibetan delegation with Czech Deputy PM & MEP 
Mikulas Peksa
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Massimo Castaldo and Livia Jaroka. 
All MEPs offered to raise the issue 
in the European Parliament after due 
consultation with other like-minded 
MEPs and explore ways forward.

The final day of the Panchen Lama 
advocacy in Brussels focused on 
meeting lawmakers and officials of the 
Belgian government. Sabine Verhest, a 
journalist from La Libre (a major daily 
newspaper in Belgium) and author of 
“Tibet – Stories from the Roof of the 
World.” interviewed Venerable Zeekyab 
Rinpoche on religious repression in 
Tibet and on the Panchen Lama’s 
enforced disappearance issue. Venerable 
Zeekyab Rinpoche stressed the 
deteriorating state of religious freedom 
and other fundamental rights in Tibet 
while remarking that Tibetans can’t 
even celebrate or perform prayers on His 
Holiness the Dalai Lama’s birthday in 
Tibet and explained why Tibet is ranked 
as the least-free place in the world.

The delegation then had meetings with 
lawmakers in the Belgian government. 
Venerable Zeekyab Rinpoche, 
Representative Rigzin Choedon and 
DIIR staff Dukthen Kyi met Helena 
Bergé, Human Rights Officer, and 
Charline Binard, Desk Officer China, at 
Belgium’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
The two were briefed on the continued 
enforced disappearance of the Panchen 
Lama and presented with the five 
appeals for the Belgium government 
while urging the Ministry to take 
more concrete and specific actions to 
enable the Panchen Lama’s release and 
support for the resolution of the Sino-
Tibet conflict through the Middle Way 
Approach.

During the meeting with MP Els Van 
Hoof, vice-chair of the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs, Belgium Federal 
Parliament, in addition to a briefing on 
the Panchen Lama issue, the delegation 
discussed the current pressing human 
rights issues in Tibet. Representative 
Rigzin Genkhang and Dukthen Kyi 
briefed MP Hoof on the Chinese 
government’s policies targeting and 
threatening the use and preservation of 
Tibetan language in Tibet, especially 
through the colonial schools where 

Chinese Mandarin almost completely 
replaced Tibetan language. MP Hoof 
appreciated receiving concrete and 
specific recommendations and inquired 
about examples of resolutions already 
passed by other countries and hearings 
held in parliaments. She also shared 
a keen interest in SEE learning which 
she said could be helpful to the youth in 
Belgium to have a calm mind and good 
mental health.

Following the campaign in Belgium, 
the Rinpoche-led delegation departed 
from Brussels for a series of events in 
London organised by the Office of Tibet, 
London.

As part of the first day of engagements in 
London, the visiting delegation visited 
the London-based Office of Tibet, where 
Rinpoche gave media interviews.

In the afternoon, they visited the Tibetan 
Peace Garden upon the invitation of 
Lelung Dharma Centre, where Rinpoche 
consecrated the monument site and a 
short visit to the Imperial War Museum 
next door was squeezed in too. Rinpoche 
also visited the Jamyang Buddhist 
Centre and delivered a public talk later 
in the day.
Before concluding the four-day 
advocacy work in UK, the delegation 
had made presentations of the ‘five-point 
call to action’ to the Chair of the All-
Party Parliamentary Group for Freedom 
of Religion or Belief, MP Jim Shannon. 
Also in attendance at the presentation 
was the president of the Buddhist 
Society, Dr Desmond Biddulph, a long-

time friend of the Tibetans who share 
Tibetan concerns about freedom of 
religion in Tibet.

Furthermore, the CTA’s publication 
‘Tibet’s Stolen Child: Remembering 
the Story of the 11th Panchen Lama 
Gedhun Choekyi Nyima’ was released 
in the UK Parliament hosted by the All-
Party Parliamentary Group for Tibet 
(APPGT). Speaking at the book launch, 
Rinpoche repeated his five-point call to 
action regarding Panchen Lama while 
elaborating on the positive responses 
he received from all the MPs he has 
met in all the countries he visited since 
the start of this global advocacy tour 
in November 2021. APPGT members 
took copies of the book for keeping in 
the UK Parliament library. In addition, 
complimentary copies were offered to 
all attendees.

Khen Rinpoche and Representative 
Sonam Frasi concluded that it was 
a successful visit that opened many 
promising leads in raising awareness 
about Panchen Rinpoche at the end of 
the campaign. Representative Sonam 
promised to follow up on the discussions 
with the dignitaries and was hopeful that 
Khen Rinpoche would revisit the UK.

Book release at the UK Parliament with APPGT members
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The UN Special Rapporteur on 
Contemporary Forms of Slavery, 
Tomoya Obokata identified 
arrangements of forced labor in Tibet 
similar to those found in East Turkestan 
(CHN: Xinjiang) and noted that in Tibet 
“an extensive labour transfer programme 
has shifted mainly farmers, herders and 
other rural workers into low-skilled and 
low-paid employment.” 

The UN Special Rapporteur Tomoya 
Obokata, will be presenting his latest 
report titled “Contemporary Forms of 
Slavery Affecting Persons Belonging 
to Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic 
Minority Communities” at the upcoming 
51st session of the Human Rights 
Council starting from 12 September – 7 
October, 2022. In the report the special 
rapporteur identifies Chattel slavery, 
forced and bonded labor, child and/or 
forced marriage, domestic servitude, 
sexual slavery and child labour as the 
main manifestations of contemporary 
forms of slavery.

Discussing the systems of forced labor 
existing in Xinjiang and Tibet, the UN 
expert has identified two distinct State- 
mandated systems:

“ (1) the vocational skills education and 
training centre system, under which 
minorities are detained and subjected to 
work placements; and  (2) the poverty 
alleviation through labour transfer 
system, where surplus rural labourers 
are transferred into secondary or tertiary 
sector work.”

Clearly debunking the Chinese 
government’s claims of “creating 
employment opportunities” and 
“increase of incomes” the Special 
Rapporteur considers that “indicators of 
forced labour pointing to the involuntary 
nature of work rendered by affected 
communities have been present in many 
cases.” The Special Rapporteur also 
concluded that “some instances may 
amount enslavement as a crime against 
humanity” and has called for further 
independent analysis. 

Basing his report on sound legal analysis, 
the Special Rapporteur has found that 
workers in forced labour are being 
subjected to “excessive surveillance, 
abusive living and working conditions, 
restriction of movement through 
internment, threats, physical and/or 
sexual violence and other inhuman or 
degrading treatment.”

Marking the thirtieth anniversary of 
the Declaration on Rights of Persons 
Belonging to National or Ethnic, 
Religious and Linguistic Minorities, the 
UN Special Rapporteur on contemporary 
forms of slavery Tomoya Obokata 
unpacked realities of persons belonging 
to minority with regard to contemporary 
forms of slavery, including its causes 
and consequences.

Calling this report a victory, Senior 
Researcher in China Studies at Victims 
of Communism Memorial Foundation, 
Adrian Zenz noted that “The U.N. 

Special Rapporteur’s statement is very 
significant, coming from an authoritative 
expert at a major multilateral institution. 
Very important is that he did not just 
focus on Xinjiang but also paid attention 
to the situation in Tibet, which is these 
days easily overshadowed by Xinjiang.” 
Adrian Zenz is amongst the earliest 
researchers who criticised China for 
bringing Xinjiang’s system of militarised 
vocational training to Tibet.

Welcoming the report, Representative 
Thinlay Chukki from Tibet Bureau 
Geneva, noted that “this report comes 
in the backdrop of China’s denial of 
existence of forced labour system in 
Tibet and Xinjiang as well as reports of 
China exerting pressures on the Office 
of the High Commissioner for Human 
Rights to not publish its long-due report 
on East Turkestan (CHN: Xinjiang). The 
UN Special Rapporteur not only debunks 
China’s “development, employment 
and income” rhetoric but also clearly 
categorises the extensive labour transfer 
programme of Tibetan farmers, herders 
and other rural workers as forced labour. 
We therefore join the call of the Special 
Rapporteur for an independent analysis 
on the existence of enslavement as a 
crime against humanity in Tibet.” 

Noting the significance of the report, 
the Kalon of CTA’s Department of 
Information and International Relations, 
Norzin Dolma, stated, “We welcome the 
timely report of the Special Rapporteur 
Tomoya Obokata which validates our 
concerns and claims of Tibetans being 
subjected to forced labour in Tibet. 
Tibetans are being systematically 
discriminated against in their own 
homeland (Tibet) and are often relegated 
to second class citizens facing egregious 
human rights violations. In this regard, 
we would like to reiterate the calls by 
50 UN experts to hold a special session 
on human rights violations being 
perpetrated by China against Tibetans, 
Uighurs, Hong-Kongers, Southern 
Mongolians and others within the 
regions in China as well as carry out 
independent analysis of the extensive 
human rights violations in Tibet.”

UN Expert Identifies Forced Labor Arrangements in Tibet Similar to Xinjiang
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Just days ahead of 87th birthday of His 
Holiness the Dalai Lama on 6 July, 
the Lhasa-based Municipality Public 
Security Bureau issued a public notice 
promising hefty rewards for Tibetans 
reporting on dissenting views and pro-
independence activities which are 
deemed “criminal offences against state 
security” as per the notice issued.

Reliable sources of Department of 
Security (CTA) reported that the said 
notice was issued on 4 July claiming to 
reward 300,000 Chinese Yuan ($44,840) 
as a monetary incentive to Tibetans in 
Lhasa in exchange for reporting Tibetan 
activism in the capital.

The notice listed 12 points pertaining 
to anti-China activity and dissenting 
opinions which the Chinese authority 
construe as “illegal and criminal 
activities.” These activities range from 
speech, writing, and audio or video 
materials that are considered to have 
sabotaging impacts on the communist 
policy. Listed below are the 12 points 
notice categorised as ‘criminal offence’ 
by the Public Security Bureau in Lhasa.  
Click here for precise notice in Chinese.

Illegal and criminal clues that spread 
rumours, defame and slander the state 
power and the socialist system, and 
endanger national sovereignty.
Illegal and criminal clues on publishing 
and disseminating harmful remarks, 
publications, audio and video materials, 
undermining ethnic unity, creating 
ethnic division, inciting ethnic hatred 
and undermining national unity.

Illegal and criminal clues of collusion 
with overseas institutions, organizations 
and individuals, stealing, spying on, 
selling, and illegally providing state 
secrets or intelligence.

Illegal and criminal clues that use the 
name of religion to endanger national 
security, collude with foreign forces to 
interfere in domestic religious affairs, 
distort religious teachings, or use 
other methods to incite and advocate 

violence and other extremist and ethnic 
discrimination ideas.

Illegal and criminal clues of funding 
or assisting hostile forces or other 
organizations or individuals to endanger 
national security. Illegal and criminal 
clues of making, selling, distributing, 
listening to, reading, storing and other 
publications that promote terrorism, 
extremist publications, audio and video 
materials or other items, hoarding 
or wearing flags, clothing, utensils, 
souvenirs, etc. containing terrorism and 
extremism contents, financing terrorist 
activities and separatist sabotage 
activities.

Illegal and criminal clues that use the 
Internet to create and spread rumours, or 
publish or spread incitement to harmful 
speeches that endanger political security 
and social stability, download, produce, 
disseminate and store anti-propaganda 
information through the Internet or 
mobile phones, mobile storage media, 
e-readers, etc., and gathering the crowd 
to preach and spread the idea of “Tibet 
independence”.

Illegal and criminal clues that use the 
power of family and clan to run rampant 
in villages, oppress the masses, control 
grass-roots political power, manipulate 
and interfere with grass-roots public 
affairs, and interfere with and undermine 
rural governance and social stability.

Illegal and criminal clues of illegal 
operation, transportation, trading, storage 
of explosive, flammable, toxic, corrosive 
hazardous chemicals and sales, storage, 
and provision of hazardous chemicals, 
and selling, storing and providing 
scattered gasoline and diesel in violation 
of the “Administrative Measures for the 
Sales of Fragmented Oil Products in the 
Tibet Autonomous Region” (Order No. 
117 of the People’s Government of the 
Autonomous Region).

Illegal and criminal clues on venting 
anger or taking revenge on society, 
prepare clues to commit extremist 

violent crimes such as murder, injury, 
arson, explosion, poisoning, etc.

Illegal and criminal clues of illegally 
manufacturing, trading, transporting, 
mailing, storing, possessing, and 
possession of guns (including parts), 
ammunition, explosives, dangerous 
chemicals, and controlled knives.
Other various illegal and criminal 
acts seriously affect people’s sense of 
security.

Lhasa Public Security Bureau Issues Notice Offering to Reward Tibetans for 
Reporting Resistance Activities

The Office of Tibet, Washington DC 
hosted recipients of the 2020 Tibet 
Scholarship Program (TSP) funded by 
the US State Department through Tibet 
Fund, New York.

The students are studying in universities 
across the US in Arkansas, Kansas, 
Iowa, Massachusetts, and New York.  
With the initial introduction of the 
students and staffers, Representative 
Namgyal Choedup briefed them about 
the history and the responsibilities of 
the Office of Tibet, and huge bipartisan 
support for Tibet in the US. In addition 
to three important Tibet Acts by the 
US Congress, Tibet Policy Act 2002, 
Reciprocal Access to Tibet Act 2018, and 
Tibetan Policy and Support Act 2020, 
Representative Choedup briefed them 
about the new Tibet bill “Promoting a 
Resolution to the Tibet-China Conflict 
Act ” introduced by two Congressmen 
Jim McGovern and Congressman 
Michael McCaul on 13 July 2022. 

The students shared their experiences of 
interaction with Chinese students and 
others on Tibet and Tibet-related issues. 
Representative Choedup emphasised 
the importance of reaching out to the 
Chinese students as part of His Holiness 
Dalai Lama’s vision of building better 
understanding between the Chinese 
and Tibetan communities and reminded 
them of their roles as future leaders of 
the Tibetan movement.

OoT DC Hosted TSP 
Cohort of 2020
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Veteran Actor and International Campaign for Tibet 
Chair Richard Gere Addresses Civil Servants of CTA

Richard Gere: the Chairman of the 
International Campaign for Tibet (ICT) 
and the staunch supporter and friend 
of His Holiness the Dalai Lama and 
Tibet, addressed the civil servants of the 
Central Tibetan Administration (CTA) at 
the Sikyong hall in Gangkyi on 11 July 
2022.

The veteran actor, who Sikyong Penpa 
Tsering accompanied during the address, 
visited Dharamshala to celebrate the 
87th birthday of His Holiness the 
Dalai Lama with his son, Homer James 
Jigme Gere, and has frequently stressed 
Tibetans to assume the weight of Tibet 
cause given His Holiness’ ageing on 
several occasions.

During his one and half hours of 
interaction with the CTA staff, Richard 
Gere talked about an array of issues 
concerning Tibet’s cause while 
recollecting his initial encounter with 
the Tibetan community in exile 40 years 
before. He also recalled the development 
of his relationship with His Holiness, 
who he identified as his spiritual teacher.

The actor of 2009 movie ‘Hachi: A 
dog’s tale’ further shared his opinions 
on tackling the Tibet issue based on his 
experiences of more than forty years 
of engagement with the Tibet cause. In 
addition, the visiting delegate, who drew 
international attention after speaking 
about Tibet at the Academy Awards of 
1993, briefed the functioning and role of 
his Gere Foundation before answering 
the questions from Sikyong and the 
audience.

To express gratitude and appreciation 
for his dedicated and lengthy support 
towards Tibet and Tibetans, Sikyong 
Penpa Tsering, on behalf of CTA and 
the Tibetan people, offered a thangka of 
Avalokiteśvara and an emblem of CTA 
as a token of souvenirs to ICT chair at 
the gathering.

www.tibetonline.tv

ICT Chair and friend of His Holiness the Dalai Lama, actor Richard Gere, addressing the CTA staff.

JNU Exempts Tibetan 
Students from Exorbitant 

Fee
The Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU) 
based in Delhi announced the exemption 
of Tibetan students from the exorbitant 
fee charged to international students 
following Education Department’s 
Kalon Tharlam Dolma Changra and 
Secretary Jigmey Namgyal’s meeting 
with Vice Chancellor Prof. Santishree 
D Pandit at the university on 28 April 
2022.

The fee hike imposed by the university 
in 2019 limited third and fourth-
generation Tibetan students in India 
from seeking admission, given the status 
quo of Tibetans in India, whose incomes 
are derived mainly from the seasonal 
sweater business.

In response to the fee hike and its 
repercussion for Tibetan students, 
the Education Kalon and Secretary 
appraised the Vice-Chancellor on 
challenges faced by Tibetan students 
from schools affiliated with CBSE. 
The two visiting delegates from CTA 
informed the latter of the increasing 
number of Tibetan students enrolling 
in JNU before the announcement of 
increased fees and working at various 
organisations, including JNU itself, 
multiple departments in CTA, and 
organisations in foreign countries after 
the graduation during the interaction.

In the announcement circulated by the 
admission section of JNU on its website 
dating 1 July 2022, the Deputy Registrar 
declared “the fee of Tibetan students 
admitted for Academic Session 2022-
2023 shall be at par with that of the 
similarly admitted Indian students.”

Education Kalon and Secretary with Prof. 
Santishree D Pandit of JNU on 28 April 2022
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Sikyong Steers CTA’s Europe Strategy Meeting on 
Tibet in Prague

The Central Tibetan Administration held 
a One-Day Europe Strategy meeting in 
Prague, Czech Republic, on 28 August 
2022. The meeting was jointly organised 
by the Permanent Strategy Committee of 
the 16th Kashag and the Tibet Bureau-
Geneva.

The hybrid meeting chaired by Sikyong 
Penpa Tsering was attended in person by 
Permanent Strategy Committee Advisor 
Kelsang Gyaltsen, Representative 
Genkhang Rigzin Choedon from OoT 
Brussels, Representative Thinlay Chukki 
and UN Advocacy Officer Kalden 
Tsomo from Tibet Bureau-Geneva 
and OoT London Secretary Lobsang 
Samten. Members of CTA’s Permanent 
Strategy Committee: Political Secretary 
Tashi Gyatso, DIIR Secretary Karma 
Choeying, and Additional Secretary of 
Kashag Secretariat Lobsang Choedak 
joined the meeting virtually along with 
Representative Sonam Frasi from OoT 
London, DIIR Additional Secretaries 
Namgyal Tsewang and Tenzin Lekshay 
as well as Secretary Dhundup Gyalpo 
from Bureau of His Holiness the Dalai 
Lama, New Delhi.

Former Deputy Prime Minister of 
Czech Republic and Founder of  Czechs 
Support Tibet Martin Bursik, Director 
of the Czech-based think tank Sinopsis 
Dr Martin Hala, Director of Forum 2000 
Jakup Klepal, Board Member of Italia-
Tibet Association Dr Gunther Cologna 
as well as ICT-Europe Executive 
Director Wangpo Tethong and Vincent 

Metten from ICT-Brussels spoke at the 
meeting.

The meeting aimed at understanding 
Europe’s evolving geo-political 
landscape, discussing the strategic 
approach to engaging the EU on Tibet 
from both bilateral and multilateral 
platforms and identifying opportunities 
and challenges for Tibet within the EU.

Sikyong Penpa Tsering is currently 
in Prague for a week-long official 
engagement, including meetings with 
officials and parliamentarians and 
addressing the 26th edition of the Forum 
2000.

Sikyong Penpa Tsering at One-Day Europe Strategy meeting in Prague, Czech Republic.

A Six Days Leadership Excellence 
Training Program for executive-
level officials of the Central Tibetan 
Administration kicked off in the pink 
city of India’s Jaipur on 18 July 2022. 
The training program is being conducted 
by Synergie HR and was facilitated by 
Dr. Ashish Johri, who is the principal 
consultant of the company.

The training program began with an 
inaugural session held at the Albatross 
hall of the Renest Hotel in Jaipur. The 

chief guest who graced the opening 
session was General Secretary of the 
Bharat Tibbat Sangh, Saurabh Saraswat, 
a resident of Jaipur.

In her opening remarks, Secretary of 
Public Service Commission Tsering 
Yangkey welcomed the participants 
and briefly spoke about the importance 
of training and explained how and why 
Synergie HR was chosen to conduct the 
training program.

Synergie HR is a boutique people 
development and advisory company 
dedicated to creating a world where 
people truly understand themselves and 
are inspired to make a positive difference 
in everything they do. They work in the 
area of Human Process consultation, 
such as HR & OD consulting, learning 
& development, executive coaching and 
emotional wellness. Their learning and 
development solutions are backed by 
science and driven by research in human 
behaviour. It’s what they describe as a 
4R approach- Recent, Research-based, 
Replicable and Relevant.

Secretary Tsering Yangkey urged the 
participants to give their 100 per cent 
focus and interest in order to learn 
maximum from the training. She also 
asked them to make a presentation on 
any topic they learned when they got 
back to their respective workplaces. 
This is meant for the evaluation of the 
program and also to share and retain 
the knowledge gained and to sustain the 
program.

The principal resource person or the main 
facilitator of the program, Dr. Ashish 
Johri, briefly introduced Synergie HR 
and ran through the day-to-day sessions 
of the six days training program.

General Secretary Saurabh Saraswat, 
who was the chief guest of the inaugural 
session, spoke about the difference 
between job and service. He urged CTA 
bureaucrats to choose service over the 
job and keep up their service until their 
political aspirations are fulfilled.

“Lead-X” Excellence 
Leadership Training for 
CTA Senior Officials in 

Jaipur

https://www.bod.asia
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For the CONIFA Women’s World 
Cup organised by Tibetan National 
Sports Association (TNSA) at Paonta 
Cholsum Tibetan Settlement, the Tibet 
Museum, Department of Information 
and International Relations (DIIR), 
Central Tibetan Administration (CTA) 
was invited for a two-day (30 June and 
1 July) exhibition. The exhibition titled 
‘Pictorial biography of His Holiness 
the 14th Dalai Lama’ and ‘Tibet’s 
Journey into exile’ was displayed in the 
auditorium of Sambhota Tibetan school 
Paonta, adjacent to the school’s football 
ground. In a welcome session for the 
participating teams and the chief guests, 
the host settlement, Poanta Cholsum, 
performed several cultural dances, and 
the overall preparation was splendid and 
exhilarating.

The president of CONIFA Per Anders 
Blind, Secretary Palden Dhondup of 
the Department of Health, President of 
Tibetan Women’s Association Tenzin 
Dolma, Vice President of Tibetan 
Women’s Association Tsering Dolma 
and Director of Tibetan National Sports 
Association Tenzin Rinchen were 
among the main chief guests for the 
event. Representing The Tibet Museum, 
Karma Tashi and Tenzin Jinpa presented 
the guests with Museum’s souvenirs.  

The following day on 1 July, a grand 
opening ceremony of the CONIFA 
Women’s World Cup was held with 
the presence of aforementioned guests 

and a large number of audiences. The 
first match of the tournament was 
played between the Tibetan Women’s 
football team and Sapmi women’s 
football team. During halftime-interval, 
spectators visited the exhibition site, and 
the elderly Tibetans specifically were 
more absorbed while going through the 
collection of rare photographs; few even 
identified people and places they had 
known. Altogether, CONIFA Women’s 
World Cup participants, guests, people 
of the settlement – old and young, and 
members of the establishment 22 band 
group actively participated and showed 
great enthusiasm in the Tibet Museum’s 
exhibition.

To summarise, the exhibition’s duration 
was short yet impactful and a great 
learning experience for the visitors and 
the Museum. Hence, the Tibet Museum 
extended heartfelt gratitude and 
appreciation to TNSA for inviting them 
to exhibit and the people of the settlement 
for helping them in all the possible ways 
and for their kind hospitality.  

The Tibet Museum Exhibits during CONIFA 
Women’s World Football Cup

Players of Sapmi women’s football team reading the Tibet Museum’s Brochure to acquaint Tibet and 
Tibetan

CTA Led Tibetans 
in Dharamshala 

Celebrate India’s 76th 
Independence Day

Central Tibetan Administration (CTA) 
led Tibetan Community in Dharamshala 
celebrated the 76th Indian Independence 
Day at Tibetan Institute of Performing 
Arts (TIPA) to commemorate 75 years 
of India’s independence.

The celebration organised by Tibetan 
Settlement Office in Dharamshala 
was attended by Shri Kishan Kapoor, 
Member of Parliament from Kangra-
Chamba, as a chief guest of the event 
along with local Indian administrators, 
including DC, SP, Mayor, Deputy 
Mayor, councillors and the regional 
members of Indo-Tibetan Friendship 
Association.

Pro-tem Chief Justice Commissioner 
Karma Dadul, Sikyong Penpa Tsering, 
Kalon Tharlam Dolma Changra, 
Kalon Norzin Dolma, Standing 
Committees of 17th Tibetan Parliament 
in Exile, Election and Public Service 
commissioner Wangdue Tsering Pesur, 
Audit General Pema Dadul Arya, and 
Secretaries were also amongst the guests 
attending the celebration.

In his felicitation remark on 
Independence Day, Sikyong Penpa 
Tsering expressed his solemn gratitude 
to the government of India and its 
people on behalf of CTA and the Tibetan 
people for their support. Sikyong further 
lauded the colossal developments 
in India following its independence 
under different leaderships while 
commemorating the brave martyrs of 
India who fought against its coloniser 

Sikyong Penpa Tsering addressing the gathering 
on 76th Indian Independence Day
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Education Kalon Visits  
Tibetan Schools in 

Uttarakhand

Education Kalon Tharlam Dolma 
Changra embarked on an official 
assessment visit to 12 Tibetan schools in 
Uttarakhand.

Kalon who is accompanied by Director 
Tsering Dhondup of Sambhota Tibetan 
Schools Society first visited Shimla 
on Monday, 11 July where they took 
an assessment tour of CST school and 
addressed the faculty and students. After 
Shimla’s engagement, Kalon left for 
Dolanji where she paid a courtesy call 
on Menri Trizin Rinpoche to mark the 
beginning of her official engagements. 
Kalon and the delegates of the Education 
department next visited Sambhota 
school in Dolanji.

After concluding engagements in 
Dolanji, Kalon departed for Poanta 
Sahib where she will visit the school and 
interact with the authority-led students 
of the school. Kalon is scheduled to 
visit Tibetan Home Foundation and 
Sambhota school in Mussorie, Tibetan 
school in Dehradun’s Rajpur and 
Dekyiling, Dhondupling, School for 
Tibetan children with special needs, and 
TCV school in Selakui etc.

Education Kalon Tharlam Dolma during visit to 
Sambhota school in Shimla.

for freedom. Furthermore, hoping for a 
similar day for Tibet in the near future to 
celebrate, Sikyong said, “the sacrifices 
made by Tibetans inside and outside of 
Tibet would also bear fruit in the future.”

Chief guest Shri Kishan Kapoor also 
spoke during the independence day 
celebration, where he said Tibet would 
also celebrate its freedom in the future.

APIPFT and CGTC-I Convene Meeting to Strengthen 
Tibetan Cause

At the initiation of the apex coordinating 
body of Tibet Support Groups in India 
– Core Group for Tibetan Cause – India 
(CGTC-I), a meeting of the All Party 
Indian Parliamentary Forum for Tibet 
(APIPFT) with the members of Core 
Group for Tibetan Cause – India was 
held in the evening of 3rd August 2022 
at India International Centre (IIC), New 
Delhi.

Shri R. K. Khrimey, National Convener, 
CGTC-I at the outset welcomed the 
hon’ble members of Parliament, 
CGTC-I members and other members 
at the meeting; and briefed them about 
the Core Group for Tibetan Cause – 
India, Tibet Support Groups in India, 
His Holiness the Dalai Lama, Tibetan 
Government-in-Exile (Central Tibetan 
Administration) and Tibetan Parliament-
in-Exile.

MP Shri Sujeet Kumar, Convener, 
APIPFT chaired the meeting and 
introduced about All Party Indian 
Parliamentary Forum for Tibet, its 
background from inception to the current 
time, important personalities associated 
with the forum in the past such as M. 
C. Chagla, George Fernandes, Rabi 
Ray and Mohan Singh; and also, ardent 
Tibet supporters such as Nijilingappa 
and Atal Bihari Vajpayee associated 
with the Tibetan cause. He shared about 
his association with Tibet and Tibetans; 
coming from Odisha, it’s connection 
with the raising of the Special Frontier 
Force (SFF) with the contribution of late 
Biju Patnaik, former Chief Minister of 
Odisha. He also mentioned about his 
visit to Tibet in 2009 and witnessed 
the devotion Tibetan people had for 
His Holiness the Dalia Lama in Tibet, 
considering himself blessed to have an 
audience with His Holiness the Dalai 
Lama two times (Dharamshala and 
Odisha).

Shri Sujeet Kumar further highlighted the 
members of the Tibetan Rehabilitation 
Policy of 2014 and laid out points in 
regard to the welfare of Tibetan refugees 
and settlements in India, protection of 

Tibet’s environment and reincarnation 
of His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama.

The hon’ble members discussed 
strengthening the All Party Indian 
Parliamentary Forum for Tibet and 
suggested having meeting of the forum 
from time to time to work on the 
Tibetan issues. They agreed in unison 
to request the Government of India for 
the conferment of Bharat Ratna to His 
Holiness the Dalai Lama and also request 
for an address by His Holiness the Dalai 
Lama in the Parliament of India.

The hon’ble members suggested visiting 
Tibetan Settlements located in their 
respective states and union territories, 
and also suggested visiting Dharamshala, 
the headquarters of Tibetans in exile 
during special occasions such as Tibetan 
Democracy Day, and Tibetan Parliament 
Session, His Holiness the Dalai Lama’s 
Nobel Peace Prize Anniversary, etc.

The hon’ble members reiterated that 
they all are with Tibet and Tibetan 
people; and said that Tibetan issue 
should be kept alive and all should keep 
trying until a solution of Tibet.

Hon’ble Members of Parliament present 
during the meeting were APIPFT 
Convener Sujeet Kumar from Odisha, 
Sushil Kumar Modi and Aneel Hedge 
from Bihar, Rajendra Agrawal and 
Ashok Bajpai from Uttar Pradesh, Tapir 
Gao from Arunachal Pradesh, Lehar 
Singh Siroya from Karnataka, Hissey 
Lachungpa and Indra Hang Subba from 
Sikkim and Vinay Tendulkar from Goa.

Led by National Convener Shri R. 
K. Khrimey, 14 members of the Core 
Group for Tibetan Cause – India, India 
Tibet Coordination Office (ITCO) 
Coordinator (Acting) Tenzin Jorden and 
APIPFT Coordinator Choney Tsering 
were also present during the meeting.

www.indiatibet.net
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Celebration of His Holiness the Dalai Lama’s 87th Birth Anniversary in Exile 

On 6 July, the Tibetans, followers 
and friends of Tibet across the globe 
celebrated the 87th Birth anniversary 
of His Holiness the Dalai Lama. At the 
same time, greetings and wishes from 
world leaders, prominent figures, and 
pariamentary groups for Tibet poured in 
on social media platforms.

CTA-led Tibetans in Dharamshala 
observed the celebration with Chief 
Minister Jai Ram Thakur and staunch 
supporter of Tibet, actor Richard Gere. 
Due to the unfavourable weather 
conditions on the day in Shimla, CM Jai 
Ram Thakur, who has a pre-scheduled 
programme to personally attend His 
Holiness’ birthday celebrations at 
Dharamshala, virtually addressed the 
guests and Tibetan attendees amassed 
at the Tibetan main temple. The 
Himachal’s CM lauded Tibetan spiritual 
leader for contributing in promotion of 
non-violence in the world as well as 
making Dharamshala known to the wide 
world through preservation of Tibetan 
religion and cultural heritage. 

During the celebration at the courtyard 
of Tsuglagkhang, non-formal research 
program award from Education Dept, 
community health care award from 
Health Dept, service completion award 
and service excellence award of 

CTA were bestowed to the respective 
recipients.

The celebration in Dharamshala was 
also attended by 104th Gaden Tripa 
Jetsun Lobsang Tenzin, Jonang Gyaltsab 
Rinpoche, Shri Rakesh Pathania (Forest 
Minister of HP), Shri Vishal Nehria 
(MLA from Dharamshala), Gianni 
Vernetti (former Senator and Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affair, 
Italy), heads of the three democratic 
pillars of Central Tibetan Administration, 
Kalons, Tibetan Parliamentarians, and 
heads of the CTA’s autonomous bodies.

Similarly, the Offices of Tibet (OoT) 
and Tibetan Settlements Offices have 
organised birthday events in their 
respective regions by inviting prominent 
leaders and officials.
Four days prior to the actual birthday 
date, Taiwanese devotees celebrated the 
87th Birthday of His Holiness the Dalai 
Lama, screening preview of Finding 
Happiness: the movie featuring His 
Holiness and his late spiritual brother 
Desmond Tutu to the gathering led by 
Deputy Mayor of Taipei city, Huang 
Shen Shen. The event organisers also 
donated eight medical ambulances to 
Yunlin county in southern Taiwan in 
honour of His Holiness’s birthday. 

Guests of the official function of His Holiness the Dalai Lama’s 87th birthday celebration at Tsuglagkhang 
cutting the ceremonial cake.

In Washington, OoT-DC, International 
Campaign for Tibet and Capital 
Area Tibetan Association jointly 
commemorated His Holiness’ 87th 
Birthday by inviting U.S Special 
Coordinator for Tibetan Issues Uzra 
Zeya as the chief guest. 
The Under-Secretary Zeya recalled her 
meeting with His Holiness the Dalai 
Lama and expressed her commitment 
to the Tibetan people’s human rights 
and religious freedom at the celebration, 
where Czech Ambassador Hynek 
Kmonicek and Kasur Kriti Rinpoche 
also addressed. 

In India’s capital city, the Bureau of 
His Holiness the Dalai Lama in New 
Delhi hosted its annual dinner reception 
celebrating the 87th birthday of His 
Holiness the Dalai Lama at India Habitat 
Centre with Smt. Meenakshi Lekhi, 
Indian Minister of State for Culture.

Smt. Meenakshi Lekhi said, “His 
Holiness stands for compassion, 
forgiveness and love. These are the 
three principles which have been 
showcased in his life. It is these three 
qualities which the world needs the 
most,” to the assemblage of diplomats 
from various Embassies, reputed former 
Indian civil servants, and various think 
tanks and media. On the other side 
of the Himalayas foothill, the foreign 
diplomats in Kathmandu partook in 
the two- and half-hour long celebration 
despite the imposition of restrictions by 
Nepal’s government.

The OoT Japan-led Tibetans in Tokyo 
fittingly observed the Birthday of His 
Holiness amidst nationwide mourning 
of the demise of its former PM, who was 
also a steadfast supporter of the Tibet 
cause.  

Likewise, with the increasing number 
of Tibetan populations in Europe, the 
multilocation celebration was seen 
across European countries. 
At the Tibet Institute Rikon in Zurich, 
Switzerland & Liechtenstein Tibetan 
Community celebrated His Holiness’ 
birthday by inviting Zurich Cantonal 
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Statement of the Kashag on the 87th Birth 
Anniversary of His Holiness the Dalai Lama

On this auspicious occasion of the 
eighty-seventh birthday celebration 
of His Holiness the Dalai Lama, the 
Kashag – on behalf of the Tibetan people 
inside and outside Tibet – would like to 
pay our deep respect by offering warm 
greetings to His Holiness, and pray that 
His Holiness remain as the epitome of 
the well-being of all sentient beings for 
aeons to come.  

For the Tibetans and the people of 
the world, today is a very special day. 
Because on this very day, His Holiness 
the Dalai Lama, a great Bodhisattva 
and magnanimous giver of love and 
compassion, was born in this world 
beset by greed and struggle. Therefore, 
we would like to extend our warmest 
greetings to all humanity, including the 
Tibetans living inside and outside Tibet.

As we celebrate His Holiness the 
Dalai Lama’s birthday, it is important 
for us Tibetans to deeply reflect on 
and understand the enormous services 
that His Holiness the Dalai Lama has 
rendered for the cause of Tibet. The 
best way to repay the gratitude is to 
maintain good moral conduct and lead a 
meaningful life by following the counsel 
of His Holiness the Dalai Lama. 

When His Holiness the Dalai Lama 
assumed Tibet’s spiritual and political 
leadership, the occupying Chinese 
communist forces had already defeated 
the Tibetan army at Chamdo. Despite 
the tender age of 16, His Holiness tried 
all possible means to peacefully co-exist 
with the Chinese forces for eight long 
years and carried out timely religious 
and political reforms in Tibet.

Around the same time, His Holiness 
received monastic education from his 
tutors and was awarded the Geshe 
Lharampa degree, equivalent to the 
highest doctorate in Buddhist philosophy, 
during the Great Annual Prayer Festival 
(Monlam Chenmo) in 1959. During 
the festival, the Chinese government 
offered an unusual invitation to His 
Holiness the Dalai Lama to attend a 

theatrical show at the Chinese military 
headquarters. The root cause of Tibetans 
preventing His Holiness from attending 
the theatrical show lies in the words 
of Mao Zedong when he, on 24 June 
1958, said, “We must make all-round 
preparation to counter the rebellions in 
the Tibetan areas. It is extremely good 
that the counter-revolutionaries of 
Tibet are rebelling. This will create an 
opportunity for the labouring masses to 
be liberated.” The Tibetan’s distrust of 
the Chinese government’s true intention 
behind the invite was also fanned by the 
events already taking place in Kham 
and Amdo regions, where most of the 
monasteries were destroyed before 
1959. Several Tibetan lamas and leaders 
were forcibly arrested and killed after 
being called on the pretext of meetings. 
As thousands of Tibetans gathered at 
the Norbulingka Palace to protect His 
Holiness, the Chinese forces attacked 
the palace with mortars. Two days later, 
on 17 March 1959, His Holiness was 
forced to escape into exile. 

His Holiness the Dalai Lama and his 
entourage arrived at Chudangmo at 2 
p.m. on 31 March 1959 and later moved 
to Mussoorie on 20 April as arranged 
by the Indian government. On the 
arrival of His Holiness the Dalai Lama 
in Chudangmo, India’s Prime Minister 
Jawaharlal Nehru expressed respect for 
His Holiness in the Indian parliament. 
Even though Prime Minister Nehru, 
during his meeting with His Holiness 
at Mussoorie on 24th April, expressed 
his disinclination for the establishment 
of the Tibetan government in exile, 
His Holiness on 24th April advised 
a gathering of Tibetan government 
officials who came to Mussoorie from 
Kalimpong to “discuss assignment of 
works related with the re-establishment 
of the Tibetan government in 
accordance with the modern times.” 
Accordingly, four major departments 
namely Religion, International Affairs, 
Home and Finance, and Office of Tibet 
in Delhi were established. Thus, an 
administrative foundation was built to 
carry on the Tibetan struggle and look 

Councillor Mario Fehr three days after 
the hoisting of Tibetan National and 
Buddhist flags at the Geneva-based Parc 
du Tibet on 6 July.    

Similarly, in Belgium’s Antwerp, 
located northwest of Zurich, the Tibetan 
Association of Chushi Gangdruk 
organised a celebration of His Holiness’ 
birthday on 11 July. Additionally, the 
OoT Brussels organised its annual 
reception to celebrate the birthday at 
prestigious Solvay Library in the vicinity 
of the European Parliament and other 
EU institutions a couple of days after 
the Chushi Gangdruk’s commemoration 
in due consideration of the calendar of 
European Parliament. The OoT further 
noted in their report that “this year, the 
EU was represented at the highest level.”   

Moving further north, followers and 
supporters of His Holiness the Dalai 
Lama in Russia gathered at Moscow 
Cinema House to celebrate the Tibetan 
spiritual leader’s birthday, where the 
Russian premiere of a new documentary 
“Never Forget Tibet. The Dalai Lama’s 
Untold Story,” was broadcast. The 
screening of the film by British director 
Jean-Paul Mertinez which presents the 
story of Dalai Lama’s departure from 
Tibet was arranged by the Save Tibet 
Foundation and the Center for Tibetan 
Culture and Information (OoT). 

Apart from the celebration in Moscow, 
His Holiness the Dalai Lama’s birthday 
was also celebrated in the Russian 
republics, namely Kalmykia, Buryatia 
and Tuva, where Tibetan Buddhism is 
traditionally practised. 

The celebration of His Holiness the 
Dalai Lama’s 87th Birthday was also 
splendidly commemorated in Tibetan 
Settlements of India, Nepal and Bhutan.  
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after the welfare of the Tibetans in exile.

In the initial years, His Holiness the Dalai 
Lama directed his efforts in compiling 
documents to let the world know the 
truth about the destruction of Tibet’s 
culture, religion and national identity 
by the Chinese government. Consistent 
efforts were made to answer questions 
from the International Commission of 
Jurists and journalists taking an interest 
in the Sino-Tibet conflict. Similarly, 
arrangements were made to rehabilitate 
the never ending flow of Tibetan refugees 
into exile in India, Nepal and Bhutan, 
employing them in road construction to 
earn a livelihood.

In his address to the first batch of 50 
students at the inaugural function of the 
first Tibetan school in Mussoorie on 3rd 
March 1960, His Holiness said: “From 
now on, we can never remain isolated 
from the world. We must learn the 
language of India and English, which 
is the most widely-used world language 
and study all the modern subjects like 
world politics, economics and science. 
At the same time, we should also study 
our Tibetan language and Buddhism and 
diverse aspects of our culture. In essence, 
we should endeavour to make the new 
younger generation of Tibetans educated 
in both the spiritual and political fields.” 
In this way, His Holiness laid out a 
policy with a blend of traditional and 
modern education. Moreover, separate 
schools for Tibetan children under the 
Central Tibetan Schools Administration 
were established upon His Holiness’ 
request to the Indian government so they 
would not dissipate into the larger Indian 
fabric. Likewise, Tibetan Children’s 
Village, Tibetan Homes Foundation, 
Snow Lion Foundation Schools in 
Nepal and Sambhota Tibetan Schools 
Society were established and developed. 
As a result, a large number of educated 
Tibetans, who could shoulder the prime 
responsibilities of looking after the 
affairs of administration, education and 
society, were raised.

After moving the Tibetan administration 
to Dharamshala on 1 May 1960, the plans 
to educate Tibetan children, preserve 
and promote Tibetan Buddhism, and 
rehabilitate old and infirm people came 

to fruition. Of the new arrivals from 
Tibet, monks were able to preserve and 
promote the Tibetan Buddhist tradition. 
Similarly, Children below the age of 16 
were sent to schools, adults were given 
vocational training and employed in 
diverse fields like handicrafts, and those 
of the working age group were facilitated 
to work in production enterprises, mainly 
agriculture in the settlements. Moreover, 
the old and infirm were provided care in 
old age homes.  

On 16 December 1960, the first batch 
of 666 Tibetan settlers from Chamba, 
Dalhousie and Kullu Manali were moved 
to Lugsung Samdupling Settlement in 
Bylakuppe, the first Tibetan settlement. 
By 1967, the land was made habitable 
for 3,000 settlers. By the 1970s, the work 
related to establishing around 54 Tibetan 
settlements was complete. With this, His 
Holiness’ vision of a separate Tibetan 
settlement, to not only provide a stable 
living environment for the Tibetans 
but also to serve as the most important 
foundation to preserve the Tibetan 
identity and struggle, materialised. 

Meanwhile, efforts were made for 
the preservation and continuation of 
the Tibetan religion. The government 
of India initially agreed to provide 
for a scholastic community of 300 to 
be established at Buxa Duar. After a 
repeated appeal from His Holiness the 
Dalai Lama, the Indian government 
consented to provide funding for 1,500 

monks of all traditions. Likewise, 
monastic institutions like Gyuto and 
Gyumed monasteries were newly 
established at Dalhousie. Unfortunately, 
monks at Buxa Duar endured harsh 
conditions with hot and humid climate 
and rampant diseases. After a series 
of discussions about the problem with 
the Indian government and concerned 
people, the monks at Buxa were moved to 
various settlements. These monks would 
become seeds of monastic institutions 
representing all the Tibetan religious 
traditions. These monastic institutions 
not only preserved and promoted Tibetan 
Buddhism and linguistic traditions of 
Tibet and Himalayan regions but also 
made remarkable contributions by 
sharing the invaluable Tibetan cultural 
heritage with the world.

In 2011, His Holiness approved the 
amendments to the Charter of Tibetans 
in exile to devolve his political and 
administrative responsibilities to 
the democratically-elected Tibetan 
leadership. It is the culmination of 
the gradual process of long cherished 
aspiration to democratise the Tibetan 
polity carried for the past 50 years. Since 
the direct election of Kalon Tripa in 2001, 
His Holiness the Dalai Lama has held a 
semi-retired position. The setting up of 
the complete administration comprising 
of the three pillars of democracy, 
including the Supreme Justice 
Commission and three autonomous 
bodies of Election Commission, 

Sikyong Penpa Tsering reading the Kashag’s statement
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Public Service Commission and Audit 
Commission, with the promulgation of 
the Charter of the Tibetans in Exile in 
1991, is also a decision based upon the 
30 years of experience gained since the 
founding of the Tibetan Parliament in 
Exile in 1960. In essence, His Holiness 
the Dalai Lama has led the entire 
process of the evolution of the Tibetan 
democratic process through top-down 
persuasion and leadership.

With the adoption of the Middle-Way 
Policy to resolve the Sino-Tibet conflict 
in 1973, the Sino-Tibetan contact began 
in 1979. Subsequently, Tibetans living in 
and outside Tibet were allowed to visit 
their parents and relatives. From 1980 
to 2011, 86,225 Tibetans visited India 
from Tibet to meet their relatives or for 
pilgrimage. Out of these, 20,668 went 
to schools, 17,489 joined monasteries 
and 1,435 settled in India, Nepal and 
Bhutan. Today, many of them and their 
children are serving in various sections 
of the Central Tibetan Administration 
and other educational, monastic and 
social institutions.

His Holiness the Dalai Lama made 
consistent appeals to the United Nations 
on Sino-Tibet conflict, and as a result, 
three resolutions on Tibet were passed 
from 1959 to 1965. In spite of living 
as refugees amidst the conflicting 
environment of the cold war era, His 
Holiness maintained friendly relations 
with countries in both the east and the 
west. The widespread solidarity for the 
Tibetan cause in every nook and corner 
across the world bears testimony to it. 

Taking into consideration the long-term 
interest of Tibet, His Holiness initiated 
programmes to educate and resettle 
Tibetan refugees in western countries. 
In 1960 hundreds of Tibetan children 
were sent to Switzerland, followed 
by the gradual resettlement of about 
1,000 Tibetans until 1981. In Canada, 
228 Tibetans were resettled as part of 
the first official resettlement project 
since 1971. In 1992, the United States 
government accepted 1,000 Tibetans for 
resettlement in the country. Similarly, 
1,000 Tibetans were sent to Canada for 
resettlement in 2013. The Australian 
government began accepting former 

Tibetan political prisoners and their 
relatives for resettlement in the country 
in 1996. Today, the Tibetan Diaspora 
communities are based in about 30 
countries, contributing greatly to Tibet’s 
political and social cause. 

In retrospect, we can say that during the 
entire course of building the foundation, 
construction and development of the 
Tibetan settlements, educational and 
monastic institutions in exile, there is 
not a single point where His Holiness the 
Dalai Lama has not offered his service 
and personally made his presence. We 
Tibetans clearly know in our hearts 
how His Holiness guided and equipped 
us with education to survive in the new 
challenging environment and contribute 
to our cause by leading a meaningful 
life.  

Looking back at the past sixty-three 
years of exile, His Holiness has 
established the Tibetan government 
in exile to sustain the sovereignty 
of Tibet from the first Tibetan King, 
Nyatri Tsenpo, to the Gaden Phodrang 
government and to strengthen and 
develop in line with changing times 
and aspirations of the Tibetan people. 
In order to build a strong sense of a 
single unified identity among Tibetans 
of all the three provinces of Tibet and to 
enable the Tibetans to live together and 
not dissipate in the host country, Tibet 
settlements with sustainable means of 
livelihood like agriculture, handicraft 
and business, were established. 
Similarly, Tibetan-administered schools, 
colleges, monastic institutions, and 
traditional Tibetan and Allopathic 
medical institutions facilitating the 
Tibetan community is unseen in any 
other refugee community. All this has 
materialised due to the singular effort 
of His Holiness the Dalai Lama. On this 
occasion, the Kashag would also like to 
extend its deep appreciation to the older 
generation of Tibetan civil servants who 
worked under His Holiness’s leadership. 

According to mysterious predictions 
and as per his own wishes, His Holiness 
the Dalai Lama has repeatedly assured 
us that he could live to the age of 113. 
To realise this, we appeal to all the 
Tibetans to follow the wise counsel 

of His Holiness, especially the four 
principal commitments and accumulate 
our collective merit through engaging 
in virtuous activities. Furthermore, we 
must pool our united effort towards 
our common cause and shun deeds that 
would cause concern and nuisance to 
His Holiness. On our part, the Kashag 
is carrying out its responsibilities in 
accordance with the guidance of His 
Holiness the Dalai Lama and remains 
committed to fulfilling his aspirations.

The 16th Kashag, since its beginning, 
has been making efforts to bring 
necessary changes to the administrative 
structure alongside ensuring a sound 
system of governance, executing well-
thought projects and adopting means to 
achieve ends as per the changing times. 
Similarly, visits to assess the situation 
in the Tibetan settlements and to reach 
out to and build awareness on the 
Sino-Tibet conflict in the international 
community are very much underway. 
Last month the administration extended 
all cooperation and support to the World 
Parliamentarians’ Convention on Tibet 
organised by the Tibetan Parliament-
in-Exile in Washington DC. At that 
time, the U.S. Congressional-Executive 
Committee on China conducted a 
meaningful hearing on the historical 
status of Tibet.  

The Central Tibetan Administration will 
soon conduct a demographic survey of 
Tibetans in exile. Accurate data on the 
Tibetan population in the diaspora is 
crucial for the effective implementation 
of programmes, e-governance, 
distribution of schemes and the electoral 
process. Therefore, the Kashag appeals 
to all the Tibetans in exile to participate 
and extend their cooperation in this 
important exercise.

Finally, I pray for the long life of His 
Holiness the Dalai Lama, the protector 
of the sentient beings in general and 
the Tibetans in particular, and for the 
spontaneous fulfilment of all his wishes. 
May the truth of the cause of Tibet 
prevail soon!

xizang-zhiye.org



DOCUMENTATION

JULY - AUGUST 2022TIBETAN BULLETIN18

Statement of TPiE on the Occasion of a Commemorative Function Marking the 
87th Birthday of His Holiness the Dalai Lama

Today, the 7th day of the 5th month in the 
Water-Tiger Tibetan Royal Year 2149, 
which falls in the 17th Tibetan Royal 
Sexantry, and which corresponds to the 
6th day of July 2022, is a momentous 
day of utmost auspiciousness. This 
day marks the birth in 1935 of His 
Holiness the Great 14th Dalai Lama; 
the ultimate refuge without equal of all 
sentient beings that include the beings 
in the heavenly realms; the master of 
the entire corpus of Buddhist teachings 
extant on this earth; the destined deity 
of all sentient beings of the Snow 
land of Tibet in whichever part of the 
plateau region they may have scattered 
to flower; the miracle emanation of the 
lotus-holding, most exalted bodhisattva 
in the form of a Buddhist monk who 
is in full perseverance to observe His 
sacred vows as such; the spiritual 
lord of the three world realms; a great 
champion of peace in this world; and the 
unsurpassable leader and guiding light 
of the entire people of Tibet. With a prior 
offering of prostrations to His Holiness 
on this most auspicious occasion of His 
birthday, I on behalf of the collective 
of the Tibetan Parliament in Exile offer 
Him my congratulatory greetings with 
heartfelt feelings of devotion, reverence, 
and gratification.

It was for the sake of all sentient beings 
in general, but especially on account of 
the connections of karma and aspiration 
with the devotees in the Snow land of 
Tibet that His Holiness turned His focus 
on this world to make His appearance 
in it. It was thus that His Holiness was 
born on the 6th day of July 1935 in the 
Royal Wood-Hog Year at Taktser as a 
son to His father Choekyong Tsering 
and mother Dekyi Tsering in the Domey 
region of Tibet. And as it was prophesied 
in divine forecasts of unmistakable 
clarity, wondrous miracle appearances 
of irrefutable proofs which were devoid 
of any room for any doubt as to their 
authenticity led to the recognition of 
His appearance on this earth. Since 
He thus made His visually liberating 
high appearance with sun-like qualities 
of radiance at that time, His Holiness 

has now reached the age of 88 by the 
traditional Tibetan calendar system, 
and 87 years of age by the universal 
calendar system. It is therefore a 
birthday of exceptional auspiciousness 
of a hundred-thousand-fold magnitude 
joyousness that we are marking today. 
And it is a day on which people across 
all corners of the world busy themselves 
by engaging in merit-accumulating 
activities. Such then is the day on which 
I on behalf of all Tibetans in Tibet and 
in exile offer most ardent prayers of 
supplication as well as express the 
wish that His Holiness may stay on 
forever in His unchanging state of the 
ever-excellent one abiding in the mode 
of reality and thereby offer refuge and 
protection to the sentient beings whose 
numbers defy estimation, extending 
to them comrade at arms support and 
being a great source of illumination to 
them, with the reach of the benefits of 
His noble deeds encompassing the entire 
globe.

It was owing to the instructions and 
prophesies of the deities and lamas 
born of the power of the kindness of the 
preceding Dalai Lama that the current 
reincarnation could be discovered and 
recognised with unmistakable certainty. 
Following it, His Holiness the 14th Dalai 
Lama was escorted from His birthplace 
of Domey Taktser to Tibet’s capital 

Lhasa in 1939. On the 14th of January 
1940, in the Iron-Dragon Year, the 
coronation of His Holiness was carried 
out, which saw Him ushered to the high 
golden throne that symbolically rested 
on the support of the fearless snow 
lion image. The sway of the banner of 
auspiciousness of that event fluttered in 
all the ten directions. And His Holiness 
devoted Himself wholeheartedly to the 
study of the Buddhist texts and the life 
stories of its great masters. It was thus 
that in 1959, His Holiness the 14th Dalai 
Lama earned His Geshe Lharampa 
degree. Meanwhile, from the year 
1949 onwards, the armed forces of the 
communist Chinese government began 
its campaign of the invasion of Tibet 
from the east, and the pursuant situation 
posed an ever worsening, dire political 
threat to the territorial vessel and the 
human and natural contents of the 
Tibetan nationhood. The development 
compelled the deities and humans alike 
of the Snow land of Tibet to jointly 
plead with Him to assume His role as the 
temporal and spiritual leader of Tibet, 
which He very graciously acceded to 
on the 17th of November in 1950 even 
though He was only 16 years old at 
that time. And He devoted Himself to 
the task of making efforts to achieve a 
state of friendly coexistence between the 
two countries of Tibet and China. Along 
with it, His Holiness especially set up a 

 Speaker Khenpo Sonam Tenphel reading the statement of TPiE
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reform commission for the purpose of 
transforming the political system of the 
Tibetan nation. Under this programme, a 
number of reform measures were carried 
out for the progress and wellbeing of the 
Tibetan society, including by means of 
exempting the poorest of the Tibetan 
subjects from having to repay their old 
debts. However, while His Holiness 
busied Himself in this noble endeavour, 
the occupying Chinese forces side raised 
objections and created obstacles of 
every kind to the success of His efforts. 
And this was not all. In particular, the 
government of China also ignored 
and trampled on the provisions of the 
so-called 17-Point Agreement signed 
between the two sides even though it 
was imposed by the China itself on the 
Tibetan side under duress. Because of 
these and other worsening developments, 
His Holiness found Himself to be left 
with no options but to leave for exile in 
the holy land of India in the year 1959.

Immediately after His success in reaching 
Indian soil, His Holiness plunged 
Himself into the task of regaining the 
freedom of His homeland. For this 
purpose, He established a new mode of 
the functioning of Tibetan government 
in exile and, along with it, newly set up 
Tibetan schools, settlements, religious 
centres and so forth with the immediate 
noble objective of rehabilitating the 
Tibetan people living in exile in a 
programme of great source of gratitude. 
He also undertook efforts to achieve 
a settlement of friendly coexistence 
between Tibet and China by means 
of a non-violent, mutually beneficial 
middle way approach. His Holiness 
especially initiated the development of 
a Tibetan political system which would 
be fully democratic in nature. For this 
purpose, He newly established a Tibetan 
parliament in exile in the year 1960. 
This was followed, in 1961, by His 
launch of the outline of a democratic 
constitution of Tibet. Later in 1963, 
His Holiness proclaimed a detailed 
democratic constitution of a future, 
free Tibet. Then in the year 1991, He 
made the Tibetan parliament in exile 
a functioning law making body. And 
this was the basis on which the 11th 
Tibetan parliament in exile passed the 
Charter of Tibetans in Exile which His 

Holiness the Dalai Lama duly assented 
to on the 28th of June in 1991. It was 
thus that His Holiness the Dalai Lama 
transformed the Tibetan government 
in exile at that time and the Central 
Tibetan administration of today into a 
fully democratic set up governed by the 
rule of law. In the year 2001, in keeping 
with the directive issued by His Holiness 
the Dalai Lama, the Kalon Tripa of the 
Central Tibetan Administration was 
directly elected by the Tibetan people. 
This was a major, defining development 
in the trend towards full democratisation 
of the exile Tibetan political system. But 
even more than that, showing an utmost 
concern for the immediate as well as 
long-term interests of the Tibetan people 
and on the basis of His keen awareness 
of the situation in the three time-
realms, His Holiness the Dalai Lama in 
2011 brought an end to the nearly four 
hundred years old government system 
of Tibet in a historic move by making 
an irrevocable transfer to the leaders 
elected by the Tibetan people the entirety 
of the political and administrative 
powers of the great Gaden Phodrang 
government. As a result, the political and 
administrative set up of the Tibetans in 
exile has been functioning in full mode 
of the excellence of the democratic 
system since then.

The results of the unexcelled noble deeds 
in fields both spiritual and temporal of 
His Holiness the Dalai Lama over the 
past several decades has been bursting 
from their depths all across the world. 
This has made Him a truly meaningful 
source of worldly benefits and wellbeing 
to this world. It won Him the hearts and 
minds of many unbiased peoples across 
the globe and flowers of accolades 
continue to be showered on him. In 
particular, government bodies and non-
governmental entities from countries 
across the world, especially in Europe 
and the United States of America, 
honoured Him with great many 
awards that included the highest-level 
recognitions such as the Nobel Peace 
Prize in 1989, the Congressional Gold 
medal of the United States of America in 
2007, and the John Templeton Prize of 
the United Kingdom in 2012.

Just recently, the 8th World 

Parliamentarians’ Convention on Tibet, 
organised by the Tibetan Parliament 
in Exile, was held in the United States 
capital Washington, DC on June 22 
and 23, 2022. The Senate Committee 
on Foreign Relations of the upper 
chamber of the United Sates Congress 
helped to facilitate the holding of 
the event’s inaugural program in the 
Dirkesen Senate Office Building on 
Capitol Hill. And it was presided over 
by Speaker Nancy Pelosi of the House 
of Representatives, the lower chamber 
of the United States Congress. And 
in her remarks on numerous aspects 
of the issues on the agenda, Pelosi 
made clear how the government of 
the United States of America would 
continue to extend support on the issue 
of Tibet. Likewise, the occasion saw 
His Holiness the Dalai Lama address 
the inaugural event in an online video 
address. These remarks and addresses 
remain outstandingly admirable as well 
as invaluable in their highlighting of and 
expressions of support for the issue of 
Tibet. Apart from those from the United 
States itself, people who personally 
travelled to participate in the event 
included members of the parliament of 
28 countries, as well as experts both 
Tibetans and others, activists from 
various ethnic groups across the world, 
and so forth, with the total number 
of such participants exceeding 100. 
Besides, there were other members of 
parliaments who took part in the event 
by means of online video presence. All 
the participants in the convention itself 
were fervent in their display of support 
for the issue of Tibet. The convention 
was able to reach consensus on two vital 
documents: a Washington Declaration 
and a Washington Action Plan on the 
issue of Tibet. Also, the convention saw 
a revival of the International Network 
of Parliamentarians for Tibet (INPaT). 
As is clear to all of us, whatever success 
we achieve in any endeavour, the final 
outcome always bears the radiance of the 
blessing of the kindness of and gratitude 
owed to His Holiness the Dalai Lama. 
And so it was with the recent holding 
of the 8th World Parliamentarians’ 
Convention on Tibet and its successful 
conclusion. It was undoubtedly the result 
of many years of hard work carried out 
by His Holiness that support for holding 
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the convention was received from 
the ever trustworthy and well known 
supporter of Tibet and the Tibetan 
people such as the United States House 
of Representatives Speaker Ms. Nancy 
Pelosi, as well as from many members 
of the United States Congress. These 
were the reasons why the historically 
significant 8th World Parliamentarians’ 
Convention on Tibet could be held with 
outstanding success in the United States 
capital Washington, DC.

In Tibet, the communist Chinese 
government has been relentless in 
pursuing the objective of obliterating 
the traditional religions, culture, 
language and so forth since these are 
what define the civilisational identity 
of the homeland of the Tibetan 
people.The brutal implications of the 
implementation of policies designed to 
carry out this heinous objective has been 
that the Tibetan people remain deprived 
not only of any freedom in carrying out 
their day to day routines, including when 
it comes to the freedom of movement 
within their own homeland, but also the 
most fundamental of their human rights 
and freedoms. Such is the state of affair 
in which the Tibetan people still continue 
to remain subjected to unimaginably 
brutal degrees of persecution and 
torture, so that their situation only keeps 
deteriorating. In particular, the situation 
in Tibet today is such that Tibetan 
writers, intellectuals, and others who 
exercise their rights to preserve their 
people’s ethnic identity and fundamental 
human rights in the course of carrying 
out initiatives for the teaching, use and 
promotion of the Tibetan religious and 
cultural knowledge are being persecuted 
by the Chinese government on trumped-
up charges of trying to split the country. 
The spate of arrests, detentions, and 
judicial persecutions of such Tibetan 
intellectuals and activists remain 
relentless to this day. The extent to which 
the tyranny of the communist Chinese 
government remains unbearable to the 
Tibetan people could be gauged from the 
fact that since the year 2009 till today, 
more than hundred and fifty men and 
women, lay and monastic, young and old 
Tibetans have been driven to carry out 
self-immolations in protest against the 
Communist China’s brutality. I call upon 

the Chinese leaders that it is high time 
that they must bring positive changes 
to their hard line policies on Tibet, by 
carefully studying and understanding 
the civilised practices by the peace 
and justice loving countries and the 
prevailing ethos of the 21st century that 
we live in today. 

Today, people across the world, 
especially fraternal Tibetans inside 
and outside of Tibet and peace loving 
peoples of the other parts of the globe 
are observing the birthday of His 
Holiness the Dalai Lama with a feeling 
of joy, faith, and gratification as a 
means to remember with gratitude and a 
feeling of indebtedness.  His Holiness’s 
proclaimed four commitments of 
universal concern rooted in compassion 
and His globally signification everyday 
deeds. It is only to be expected that to 
reinforce our vows to engage in practices 
designed to mould ourselves into a 
Tibetan people immersed in the values 
of ethical integrity and compassion 
would be our core purpose of observing 
the birthday of His Holiness the Dalai 
Lama. I accordingly make an emphatic 
appeal to allTibetans to keep this in 
mind at all times in their daily routines 
and conducts.

Speaking about the culture of Tibet 
and Tibetan people, we owe immense 
debts of gratitude to both the people 
and government of India. Likewise, to 
all the governments and the government 
leaders and the peoples of the world, 
particularly the United States of America 
and the European Countries, and other 
organisations and individuals across 

the globe who have been extending 
support on the issue of Tibet, I take 
the opportunity provided by this very 
auspicious occasion to covey our great 
feeling of gratitude and indebtedness on 
behalf of the entire Tibetan people.

In conclusion, I express heartfelt prayers 
of wishes that His Holiness the Dalai 
Lama may continue to live on this earth 
with us for a hundred eons, that all 
His wishes may be seen fulfilled with 
spontaneity, and that the just cause of 
Tibet may be seen fulfilled so that the 
sunshine of the joyous occasion of the 
reunion of the Tibetan people in Tibet 
and those living in exile may be realised 
with all speediness and certainty. 

For detailed news visit:

www.tibet.net
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Before leaving Jammu for Ladakh on 
Friday, 15 July 2022, His Holiness the 
Dalai Lama met with a large group of 
more than 400 Ladakhi students who 
are studying there. During an hour-long 
interaction, he reminded them of how 
Mahatma Gandhi promoted ‘ahimsa’ as 
a political tool during India’s freedom 
struggle. At the present time, he added, 
it’s important for young Indians to 
promote ‘karuna’ or compassion, for 
which there is such a need in today’s 
world.

His Holiness’s plane had hardly taken 
off from Jammu, climbing through dark 
monsoon clouds, before it began its 
descent among the mountains of Ladakh.

Once he had landed in Leh, the people 
of Ladakh gave His Holiness a rousing 
welcome. They lined the road all the 
way from Kusho Bakula Rinpoché 
Airport to his residence at Shewatsel 
Phodrang, near Choglamsar. When 
he reached there, Drikung Chetsang 
Rinpoché, Thiksé Rinpoché and other 
Lamas greeted him. Mr Tashi Gyalson, 
Chairman of the Ladakh Autonomous 
Hill Development Council (LAHDC), 
his colleagues, Mr Jamyang Namgyal, 
MP, Mr Thupten Chhewang, President of 
the Ladakh Buddhist Association (LBA) 
and Acharya Tenzin Wangdak, President 
of the Ladakh Gompa Association 
(LGA), as well as district officials, 
former government servants and 
representatives of various organizations, 
were also present to pay their respects.

Since thousands of Ladakhis and 

Tibetans, monastics and 
lay people, young and 
old, school children in 
uniform among them, 
lined both sides of the 
road as his motorcade 
passed, it was as if the 
entire local population 
had turned out to greet His 
Holiness, eager smiles on 
their faces, scarves, vases 
of flowers and sticks of 
incense in their hands.

At Shewatsel Phodrang His Holiness 
was welcomed once again by local 
dignitaries. As is customary, tea and 
sweet rice were served.

“I am very happy to be here once more,” 
His Holiness told the gathering, speaking 
first in Tibetan and then in English. “I 
am very moved by the number of people 
who have turned out to welcome me. 
The people of Ladakh and I have a 
special bond between us based on faith 
and loving-kindness, of which I am very 
appreciative.

“I would also like to take this opportunity 
to encourage you to plant trees whenever 
and wherever you can. My friend the late 
Indian environmental activist Sunderlal 
Bahuguna entrusted me with the task of 
reminding the people of the Himalayan 
region of the importance of trees. 
Planting and caring for them is a crucial 
step we can all take towards offsetting 
global warming and climate change.

After a few days’ rest here, where 
the weather is easier on my knees, 
I would like to give a Chenrezig 
(Avalokiteshvara) empowerment and 
continue the explanation of the ninth 
chapter of Shantideva’s ‘Entering into 
the Way of a Bodhisattva’ that I began 
in 2018.”

As he stepped up to the newly installed 
lift that would carry him up to his 
residence, His Holiness waved to the 
assembled guests. And with that he 
retired for the day.

His Holiness the Dalai Lama Arrives to a Rousing 
Welcome in Ladakh

His Holiness the Dalai Lama’s arrival at Leh. Photo: OHHDL

Union Territory of 
Ladakh Honours His 

Holiness the Dalai Lama 
with Ladakh dPal rNgam 

Award
The Ladakh Autonomous Hill 
Development Council (LAHDC), Leh 
awarded His Holiness the Dalai Lama 
with the 6th Ladakh dPal rNgam Duston 
award for His Holiness’ substantial 
contribution to humanity and especially 
towards Ladakh during the celebration 
of Ladakh dPal rNgam Duston 
commemorating the occasion of UT 
Ladakh Declaration Day and 75th Indian 
Independence Day on 5 August 2022 at 
Sindhu Ghat: a riverbank situated near 
Shey village in Leh.

The award conferment ceremony was 
attended by 104th Gaden Tripa Jetsun 
Lobsang Tenzin Palsangpo, Thiksay 
Rinpoche, Thuksey Rinpoche, Urgyen 
Rinpoche, Khamdrak Rinpoche, and 
Kyilkhang Rinpoche.

The Chief Executive Councillor Tashi 
Gyalson of Ladakh Autonomous Hill 
Development Council, Lok Sabha 
member Jamyang Tsering Namgyal, 
Advisor UT Ladakh Umang Narula, 
former Tibetan cabinet and His Holiness’ 
sister Jetsun Pema, Security Kalon 
Dolma Gyari of CTA, secretaries of 
Gaden Phodrang office, representatives 
from various religious groups based in 
Ladakh, and Deputy Chairman Tsering 
Angchuk of LAHDC are also amongst 
the guests attending the celebration.

Following the arrival of the event’s chief 
guest, His Holiness the Dalai Lama, 
at the venue, the Indian National flag 
was hoisted, and the students amongst 
the attendees amassed at the Sindhu 
Ghat performed classical dances. 
Subsequently, the Deputy Chairman 
Tsering Angchuk conveyed a welcome 
speech, after which the incumbent head 
of Thiksay Monastery bestowed the 6th 
Ladakh dPal rNgam Duston award to 
His Holiness the Dalai Lama. Quoting 
a verse from Tsongkhapa’s Praise of 
Dependent Arising, His Holiness the 
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Dalai Lama introduces himself to the 
gathering as a simple Buddhist monk 
following the guidance of Shakyamuni 
Buddha.

His Holiness acknowledged his 
incessant endeavour in studying 
Buddha’s dharma while stressing the 
practical implementation of Buddha’s 
words over simply studying and reciting 
to the followers.

Extolling the existence of harmonious 
relationship between the different belief 
groups in Ladakh despite the prevalence 
of Tibetan Buddhism and traditions in 
the Himalayan regions, His Holiness 
reiterated oneness in the message of all 
religions and expressed his commitment 
to promotion of peace and compassion. 
Apart from promotion of universal 
peace, His Holiness conveyed dedicated 
efforts in mitigating the effects of global 
warming through advocacy while 
stressing the essentiality of preserving 
greeneries for future generations. 
Meanwhile, he lauded the Ladakhis for 
their effort in increasing tree plantation 
and maintaining the ecosystem.

Expressing his gratitude to the people 
of Ladakh for awarding, His Holiness 
said he was greatly pleased with the 
receptions and devotions received from 
the Ladakhis while promising similar 
visits in the future. He advised students 
to study well and Buddhist followers to 
wholeheartedly study and practice the 
teachings of Buddha.

Thiksey Rinpoche presenting the Ladakh dPal 
rNgam Dusdon Award to His Holiness the Dalai 
Lama. Photo: OHHDL

Having arrived in Ladakh on 15 July, 
His Holiness the Dalai Lama undertook 
his first public engagements on 23 July, 
making pilgrimages to the Jokhang, the 
principal Buddhist Temple in the centre 
of Leh, the Jama Masjid and Anjuman-
e-Imamia mosques, as well as the 
Moravian Church in Leh.

His Holiness was welcomed on 
arrival at the Jokhang by Thupten 
Chhewang, President of the Ladakh 
Buddhist Association and other 
dignitaries. Once inside, His Holiness 
paid his respects before the statues 
of the Buddha, Manjushri, Thousand 
Armed Avalokiteshvara, and Guru 
Padmasambhava. He warmly greeted the 
guests representing monasteries, NGOs 
and others before taking his seat facing 
the statue of the Buddha that emulates 
the Lhasa Jowo.

Thupten Chhewang made the customary 
offering of a mandala to His Holiness, 
following which other representatives 
presented silk scarves to him. Chanting 
of the Prayer of Three Continuous 
Practices was followed by a recitation of 
the Heart Sutra.

His Holiness began by greeting all 
those assembled in the Jokhang and in 
the courtyard outside, “Tashi Deleg-

we are all very old friends and the 
bonds between us are rock-solid. I’d 
like to thank you for your faith and 
devotion, which I take as a source of 
encouragement.

“Although we will be meeting again 
soon, this morning I want to tell you how 
determined I am to continue contributing 
as much as I can to the flourishing of the 
Dharma for the benefit of all sentient 
beings. It is very important that we 
study the Dharma, reflect on what we’ve 
learned and then put into practice what 
we’ve understood. We should study 
the Three Baskets, which comprise the 
words of the Buddha, and engage in the 
practice of the Three Trainings.”

From the Jokhang His Holiness 
went to the Sunni Mosque, the Jama 
Masjid. He told the audience gathered 
there what a pleasure it was for him 
to make a pilgrimage to this place of 
worship, which is consistent with his 
commitments to foster inter-religious 
harmony.

“It is my practice to offer prayers at other 
people’s places of worship whenever 
I can. Since all religions convey a 
message of compassion (karuna), even 
though their philosophical views may 
differ, they are worthy of respect.

His Holiness the Dalai Lama Visits Jokhang, Mosques 
and a Church in Leh, Ladakh

His Holiness the Dalai Lama joining in prayers at Anjuman-e-Imamia, the Shia Mosque in Leh, 
Ladakh, UT, India on July 23, 2022. Photo: OHHDL

“Although our various religious 
traditions assert different philosophical 
points of view, their common purpose 
is to encourage their followers to be 

kind-hearted.”
-His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama
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“I’ve been on friendly terms with 
Muslims since I was a child in Amdo. 
Later in Lhasa too I was friendly with 
the small community of Muslim traders 
who used to regularly attend official 
functions of the Tibetan Government. 
So here today I’m pleased to be meeting 
with Muslim brothers and sisters once 
again.”

Next, His Holiness visited the Shia 
Mosque known as Anjuman-e-Imamia. 
While welcoming His Holiness to the 
Imam Bargarh, his host recalled that 
it was His Holiness who inaugurated 
this Mosque in 2006, since which time 
the congregation has welcomed him 
back several times. Different speakers 
praised His Holiness as a peace messiah 
and a harbinger of brotherhood. “Your 
presence here today,” one speaker 
declared, “sends a strong and much 
needed message of unity, peace and 
brotherhood among the different 
religious groups of Ladakh to the wider 
world.”

His Holiness remarked that India has a 
good, long-standing custom of religious 
harmony that is especially evident in 
Ladakh. “Since we human beings are 
all the same, mentally, physically and 
emotionally, and since we all seek 
happiness and have a right to be happy, 
we should always try to help one another 
whenever we can.”

Finally, His Holiness paid a visit to 
the Moravian Church in Leh where the 
congregation welcomed him by singing 
a song in appreciation of his contribution 
to peace and harmony in the world.

“I deeply appreciate the warm welcome 
you’ve given me today,” His Holiness 
told the assembly. “It reminds me of 
the many Christian brothers and sisters, 
scientists and religious leaders, such as 
the Polish Pope, John Paul II, among 
them, with whom I have made friends.”

He spoke of his admiration for the 
way Christians have shown kindness 
in helping poor and needy people the 
world over, as well as their contribution 
to world development, which he regards 
reflecting a sense of the oneness of 
humanity.

In a letter extended to the Sri Lankan 
Tibetan Buddhist Brotherhood Society, 
the Office of Dalai Lama thanked the 
organisation for actively promoting the 
ethical values and commitments of His 
Holiness’ to the wellbeing of humanity 
on his birthday on 6 July.

The letter conveyed His Holiness’ 
appreciation for Senior Sangha members 
and other scholars, including Prof. 
Chandima Wijebandara and Ven. Prof. 
Miriswatte Wimalagnana Thero.

“Indeed His Holiness was pleased 
to receive good wishes from all 
Mahanayake Theros of Sri Lanka. He 
conveys his hearty thanks to all the 
spiritual brothers and other speakers for 
their kind words,” the letter reads.

Meanwhile, the letter also conveys 
His Holiness’ deep lament over the 
developing crisis in Sri Lanka and offers 
prayers for a swift end to the crisis. His 
Holiness expresses hope for stability, 
prosperity and well-being to be promptly 
restored in the country.

“His Holiness is hopeful that no matter 
how difficult the situation may be, 
people will not lose their enthusiasm and 
confidence in their ability to change the 
current circumstances for the better”, the 
letter concludes.

His Holiness the Dalai 
Lama Offers Prayers for 

Swift End to Crisis in Sri 
Lanka

His Holiness the 
Dalai Lama Expresses 

Concern for Death and 
Destruction in Himachal 

due to Heavy Rains
Although His Holiness the Dalai Lama 
is currently on a visit to Ladakh, he has 
been moved by reports of excessive 
heavy monsoon rains that have caused 
the loss of precious life, as well as 
damage to property and infrastructure 
in several parts of Himachal Pradesh, 
bringing great hardship to many people. 
He has written to the Chief Minister, Jai 
Ram Thakur to express his sadness.

“I offer my condolences to you, to the 
families who have lost loved ones, and 
to all those affected by this devastation,” 
he wrote. “I pray for them.

“I appreciate that the State Government 
and other agencies are doing their utmost 
to provide relief to people affected by 
these calamitous conditions.

“As I hope you know, I naturally feel 
a particular affinity for the people of 
Himachal Pradesh, which has been my 
home for more than sixty years.

“As a token of our solidarity with the 
people of Himachal Pradesh, our friends 
and neighbours, the Dalai Lama Trust is 
making a donation to relief and rescue 
efforts.”

His Holiness ended his letter by offering 
his prayers and good wishes.
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His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama Inaugurates Dalai Lama Library and Archives

His Holiness the Dalai Lama attended 
a ceremony to inaugurate ‘Dalai Lama 
Library & Archives’ in a new building 
below his residence on his 87th birthday.

Once His Holiness had arrived and taken 
his seat in the new audience hall, Ven 
Samdhong Rinpoché made prostrations 
and offered him a mandala. Tea and 
sweet rice were served. Zumchung 
Tashi, Project Manager of the Dalai 
Lama Trust opened the proceedings. 
He welcomed the guests, who included 
the Ganden Tri Rinpoché and leaders 
of the Central Tibetan Administration 
and invited Ven Samdhong Rinpoché 
to introduce the Dalai Lama Library & 
Archives to the gathering.

Rinpoché began by paying respects 
to His Holiness, who he addressed as 
‘My ordination Abbot’, and once again 
welcomed the guests.

“As Khedrup-jé said to Jé Tsongkhapa,” 
Rinpoché continued, “‘Since your every 
breath is for the benefit of all beings, 
what need is there to say more about 
your other enlightened activities? The 
very same applies to His Holiness.

“In the past, people memorised the 
teachings and could recite them by heart. 

However, now in this technologically 
more developed age, we can preserve His 
Holiness’s teachings in a digital format. 
Some records may be incomplete, but 
we will endeavour to restore them. There 
are also many books by and about His 
Holiness in languages other than Tibetan 
and English which we intend to archive.

“The objective of this Library is to 
preserve His Holiness’s teachings so 
that people can have access to them. 
Teachings of previous Dalai Lamas 
will also be archived. The various 
awards presented to His Holiness will 
be collected here and put on display. 
Altogether the intention behind this 
project is assemble resources for those 
who wish to research His Holiness’s life 
and work. We have been able bring it 
this far due to the kind support of His 
Holiness the Dalai Lama.
“In addition to gathering resources 
together, we also plan to convene 
seminars and meetings with people 
who have a special connection with His 
Holiness. We have good equipment and 
well-trained staff to operate it to link up 
with other people around the world.

“We have observed the rules 
and regulations laid down by the 
Dharamshala Municipal Corporation 

and we thank them for their help and 
support.

“It is important to preserve documents 
in a scientific, technologically advanced 
way, bearing in mind how in the past 
people were able to take advantage of us 
because our records and documentation 
were incomplete. During the tenure of 
the 12th and 13th Kashag’s an attempt 
was made to create an archive, but it 
didn’t come to fruition.”

Rinpoché concluded by pointing out that 
construction of this archive building, as 
well as accommodation for staff of His 
Holiness’s Office, began in 2017, was 
interrupted by the Covid-19 pandemic, 
and resumed in 2020. He prayed that 
whatever merit had been created be 
dedicated to His Holiness’s long life.

As he addressed the gathering, His 
Holiness chuckled and said: “On my 
birthday, everyone smiles happily and 
chants ‘Happy Birthday to You’. I’d like 
to thank for being cheerful today during 
this critical time for our nation. Since 
I bear the title ‘Dalai Lama’, I’ve done 
what I could to contribute to preserving 
Tibetan religion and culture.

“At a certain point the whole question 
of Tibet seemed about to vanish like a 
rainbow, but we set up schools and re-
established our monasteries so that today 
Tibetan culture, religion and language 
thrive in exile.

“When I first went to the US, I was 
invited to visit the Congress. One of 
the members asserted that China has 
millions of soldiers, while the Dalai 
Lama is just one man, but they can’t 
overcome him. The point is, we have 
never told lies; we have the truth on our 
side.

“For years, I’ve worked sincerely, 
respecting the law of causality. The issue 
of Tibet is not just a political matter, it’s 
a question of truth.

“When we talk about our culture, it 

His Holiness the Dalai Lama going through awards and certificates that he received. Photo: OHHDL
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mostly concerns the workings of our 
mind and emotions. It’s focused on ways 
to achieve peace of mind. We don’t just 
make wishes to deal with our destructive 
emotions, we have techniques to defeat 
them. We have to observe which of our 
emotions disturb our inner peace, and 
having identified anger, jealousy and so 
forth we must work to counteract them.”

His Holiness revealed that people today, 
scientists among them, take an interest in 
Tibetan culture because they recognise 
that it is dedicated to fostering ways 
to achieve peace of mind. He pointed 
out that at the very start of a Tibetan 
monastic education students learn about 
the mind and mental factors. Later, he 
continued, they take a rational approach 
to the scriptures, examining which can 
be considered definitive and which are 
in need of interpretation.

“For thousands of years India has 
upheld the principles of ‘karuna’ and 
‘ahimsa’, His Holiness went on. In 
Tibet we preserved these practices as 
they were taught by the scholar-adepts 
of the Nalanda Tradition. We are living 
in exile, which on the face of it is a sad 
situation to be in, but as a result interest 
in our traditions has spread throughout 
the world.

“The 13th Dalai Lama spent time in 
both India and China. He made changes 
in Tibet, but was not very effective in 
making Buddhist philosophy known 
beyond our borders. I’d like to thank 
the Tibetan scholars and adepts of today 
who have done so much, teaching from 
our traditions, to contribute to the well-
being of humanity.

“In our early days in exile, when we 
set up schools for Tibetan children 
with Prime Minister Nehru’s help and 
support, we appointed religious teachers 
to teach them. Later, we renamed 
them ‘philosophy instructors’, so later 
generations of students in exile have 
grown up with some understanding of 
philosophy and an appreciation of the 
importance of using reason and logic.

“Today is my birthday and you’re all in 
a cheerful mood despite the heavy rain 
we’ve had. Let me tell you a story. On 

one occasion Nechung referred to me 
as like a ‘water-crystal jewel’. I was 
born in the region of Siling. I studied in 
Lhasa and came into exile in India. What 
I learned along the way was how to train 
the mind, which is something I’ve been 
able to share with others. So, it seems 
that Nechung’s prediction about the light 
of the ‘water-crystal jewel’ illuminating 
the world has come true.”

Next, His Holiness presented the 
architect, engineers, site supervisor and 
others who were actively involved in the 
construction of the Library and Archive 
building with a symbol of gratitude and 
certificate of appreciation.

Secretary of the Dalai Lama Trust, 
Jamphel Lhundup, offered words of 
thanks.

“We are most grateful to His Holiness 
the Dalai Lama for inaugurating this 
Dalai Lama Library & Archive on this 
special day, Wednesday 6th July, which 
is his birthday.

“I’d like to thank Ven Samdhong 
Rinpoché for his introductory remarks 
and express the Trust’s gratitude to all 
our guests for attending this occasion 
today. Thank you all for coming.

“I pray to His Holiness to care for us 
until we attain enlightenment under his 
protection.

“This project has taken five years to 
bring to completion and it’s a great 
joy for me to thank everyone who has 
contributed to it.”

Before the event came to an end, His 
Holiness spoke to the gathering once 
more.

“Although we are living in exile,” he told 
them, “we are not like other refugees. 
We have a vast and profound tradition, 
appreciation of which has now spread 
far and wide.

“When we first came to Dharamshala 
from Mussoorie we were disappointed 
to be so far from Delhi. But then, Appa 
Pant, former Political Officer for India 
to Sikkim, visited me at Swarag Ashram. 

Looking out over the distant view he 
said, “It’s very good that you’ll stay 
here from where the light of your words 
about kindness and compassion will 
spread throughout the world.

“This has occurred not just because of 
me, but because of the dedication of 
Tibetans inside Tibet, as well as in exile. 
They have worked hard to follow my 
advice. So, I’d like to thank all Tibetans 
for what we have achieved. I will live 
for another one or two decades and feel I 
still have something to contribute.

“Once the pandemic subsides, I’m 
looking forward to going to Delhi to hold 
discussions with educationists about how 
we can make education more complete 
by combining a modern approach with 
an ancient Indian understanding of the 
workings of the mind and emotions.

“Mahatma Gandhi made the idea of non-
violence well-known but now we need to 
make people similarly well-acquainted 
with compassion.

“Since it’s my birthday, I’m going to 
have a good meal and then take a good 
rest. Please keep up your courage, work 
together, and do your best.”

  “Times are changing and truth 
will prevail. There are indications that 

things will change for the better in 
China before long. Therefore, please 

remain strong and preserve your sense 
of brotherhood and sisterhood. Be 

cheerful and remain at ease.”

-His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama
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More than 6500 members of the Tibetan 
community living in Ladakh, including 
schoolboys and schoolgirls, as well 
as nomads from the Changtang (the 
Northern Plans) of Ladakh, gathered 
today at the Tibetan Children’s’ Village 
School in Choglamsar on the outskirts 
of Leh. They made His Holiness the 
Dalai Lama welcome with a series of 
performances of singing and dancing. In 
His Holiness’s address to them he harked 
back to the circumstances that led him 
and tens of thousands of Tibetans to seek 
refuge in India.

“One of the factors that triggered the 
Lhasa Uprising in March 1959 was the 
Chinese military authorities stationed in 
Lhasa having invited me to attend a show 
by Chinese performers who had recently 
arrived. I had agreed to go. However, 
as soon as the Tibetan public came to 
know the terms and conditions of the 
invitation laid down by the Chinese 
General in charge—that I should not be 
accompanied by any body-guards—they 
made it clear that they would not let the 
visit take place.

“By this time, Tibetans had completely 
ceased to trust the Communist authorities 
and had lost hope that circumstances 
would improve. Consequently, more 
than 10,000 Tibetans surrounded the 
Norbulingka Palace to defend it. In 
addition, they pleaded with me not go 
to the Chinese military camp under any 
circumstances.

“In the meantime, representatives of the 
Chinese military called upon my 
officials to tell them exactly where in 
the palace I was staying in order that 
they could avoid shelling that building 
should they feel bound to attack. This 
was a distinctly ambiguous request that 
reassured no one.

“Having sought advice from several 
sources, including mystical divination, 
I decided to leave the Norbulingka on 
the night of 17th March at around 10 
pm. Before I left, I bade farewell to the 
protector Mahakala, whose statue stood 
in one of the prayer halls.

“Towards the end of our precarious 
journey to freedom, as we approached 
the border with India near Tawang, we 
received a message that the Government 
of India would make us welcome. It was 
such a relief to be met by Indian officials, 
some of whom I had befriended when I 
came to India to join the Buddha Jayanti 
celebrations in 1956.

“Although we were refugees coming 
into exile, we were treated as ‘guests of 
the people and Government of India’. 
Their kindness to us for more than six 
decades has been immense. We shall be 
forever grateful to them.”

His Holiness quoted a verse from the 
Final Dedication Prayer of ‘The Great 
Treatise on the Stages of the Path to 
Enlightenment’ by Jé Tsongkhapa: 
Whilst sincerely striving in the ten 

activities of the supreme vehicle, the 
Mahayana,
May I always be helped by powerful 
deities
And may an ocean of good luck spread 
everywhere.

His Holiness added that over all these 
years he has been guided by an aspiration 
that Tsongkhapa makes elsewhere in the 
same text: Moved by great compassion, 
may I illuminate, 
The sublime precious teaching, 
Wherever it has not spread before,
And wherever it has spread but has 
declined.

His Holiness described Tibetan people’s 
spirit as undaunted. He stated that their 
faith and trust in him is unwavering. 
What’s more, he said, Tibetans are 
close-knit and resilient in their approach 
to life.

“The people of the Himalayan region,” 
His Holiness went on, “share the same 
Buddhist cultural heritage with Tibetans. 
Because of their steadfast courage, 
Chinese communists are questioning 
their policy with regard to Tibetans. 
Among scholars and scientists, there is 
a great deal of interest in learning from 
our tradition, particularly with regard 
to what we understand about the mind 
and emotions, and the means to tackle 
destructive emotions.

“Times are changing and truth will 
prevail. There are indications that things 
will change for the better in China before 
long. Therefore, please remain strong 
and preserve your sense of brotherhood 
and sisterhood. Be cheerful and remain 
at ease.”

Turning to the people of the Himalayas, 
His Holiness urged them to take an active 
interest in the teaching of the Buddha by 
listening to teachers and reading books, 
reflecting on what they’ve learned and 
meditating on what they’ve understood.

In conclusion, His Holiness said he was 
pleased to see so many young faces 
in the audience—an indication of the 
bright future that lies ahead.

His Holiness the Dalai Lama Addresses Tibetan Community in Ladakh

Members of the Tibetan community listening to His Holiness the Dalai Lama
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The revelation of a cache of files 
containing thousands of sensitive 
images and classified speeches of the 
Chinese Communist Party (CCP) leaders 
further confirms the veracity of China’s 
crackdown on the identity and the 
culture of Uyghur and Turkic peoples. 
However, in the past, the Party-state has 
denied the existence of “transformation 
through education camps” in East 
Turkestan (Ch: Xinjiang).

Like Xinjiang, Tibet is another region 
where after the 2008 mass uprising, the 
Party-state has long accelerated its plan 
for the enforced assimilation of Tibetan 
people. Since 2009, the repressive 
policies resulted in the self-immolations 
of around 158 Tibetans. Despite the 
spate of self-immolations, the CCP 
has continuously denied human rights 
violations in Tibet.

In the past few months, the self-
immolations of a popular Tibetan singer, 
Tsewang Norbu, and an elderly Tibetan, 
Taphun, reminded us that nothing has 
changed in Tibet. These self-immolators 
come from different backgrounds and age 
groups. Some were as young as 16-year-
old and the recent self-immolator 
Taphun from Ngaba was 81-year-old. 
This indicates that the repressive policies 
of the Party-state have engulfed every 
section of Tibetan society. For instance, 
the commentary by Dolma Tsering has 
systematically described the causes for 
the composition of different age groups 
among the self-immolators. For the past 
few years, the Party-state has initiated a 
renewed crackdown on Tibetan culture, 
particularly on Tibetan Buddhism and 
the Tibetan language.

Different reports find increasing 
repression in Tibet
For the past few months, numerous 
reports highlighted deteriorating 
human rights violations and increasing 
repression in Tibet. For instance, 
according to the 2021 annual report of 
the U.S. Central Executive Commission 
on China (CECC), “The Party and 
government continued to restrict, and 

seek to control, the religious practices 
of Tibetans. Officials in Tibetan areas of 
China continued to enforce restrictions 
on religious observance or expression of 
faith, including prohibiting individuals 
from participating in religious events or 
celebrating holidays.”

For the past several years, Tibet scored 
only one out of 100 in the global 
freedom rankings, and the Freedom 
House 2021 report tied Tibet with Syria 
as the least-free territories in the world. 
The report further concluded that, “The 
government’s efforts to Sinicize Tibetan 
Buddhism have accelerated in recent 
years, with officials requiring Tibetan 
Buddhist clergy and lay believers to 
pledge their loyalty to the CCP and 
socialism above their religious beliefs, 
to denounce the Dalai Lama, and attend 
increasingly long political education 
sessions.”

Tibet Action Institute’s report released 
on 7 December 2021 further confirms 
the Party-state intentions to eradicate 
Tibetan identity and further assimilate 
the Tibetan people. The report 
highlights that the Tibetan students are 
at risk of losing their mother tongue 
and connection to their cultural identity 
because 1) Classes are primarily taught 
in Chinese. 2) They live apart from 
their families and communities and 
are, therefore, unable to practice their 
religion or access the most authentic 
expressions of Tibetan culture and 
traditions.

All these coercive and assimilationist 
measures implemented by China in 
Tibet require a very large amount of 
expenditure, and this is reflected in 
China’s oversized budget for maintaining 
“internal security.”

Finding similarities between Xinjiang 
and Tibet
There is no doubt that the source of 
intensive coercive measures in Tibet 
and Xinjiang is high domestic security 
spending by China. For instance, Adrian 
Zenz found that “During Xi Jinping’s 

term from 2013 to 2017, China’s 
domestic security spending grew 34 
percent faster than total spending. In 
particular, security-related expenditures 
in sensitive regions such as Xinjiang and 
Tibet have risen so rapidly that they now 
exceed the United States average on a 
per capita PPP basis.”

Before becoming the Party Secretary 
of Xinjiang, for around five years Chen 
Quanguo, the mastermind behind the 
grid-style social management, was the 
Party Secretary of the Tibet Autonomous 
Region and the person who successfully 
laid the groundwork for the current 
planned implementation of the three-
dimensional security measures in Tibet, 
as in the 14th Five-Year Plan 2021-2025. 
This involves what they call “rule of law,” 
specialized, and intelligent measures 
to maintain public order by combining 
the efforts of both professionals and the 
people for preventing and controlling 
crimes through public participation.

For instance, during a meeting in 
March 2017, Xinjiang governments 
were required to practice the Fengqiao 
experience, which is one of the parts of 
three-dimensional security measures, 
also known as Double Family Defense 
Stability Maintenance in Xinjiang. 
Hence, it is no surprise that during Chen 
Quanguo’s term as the Party Secretary 
in Xinjiang from 2016 to 2021 the 
so-called Fengqiao experience was 
introduced. The “Fengqiao experience” 
is the process of mobilizing the masses 
in order to “strengthen the dictatorship 
over class enemies.”

In Tibet too, it was during Chen 
Quanguo that the Fengqiao experience 
came in the form of “Double-Linked 
Households.” In short, what happened 
in East Turkestan (Ch: Xinjiang), is 
happening in Tibet and what happened 
in Tibet, is happening in East Turkestan.

Future perfect or future tense in 
Tibet?
From the current developments in 
Tibet, it appears that the Party-state is 

Is Tibet Finally Going the Way of Xinjiang?
           -By Tenzin Tsultrim (TPI) for Bitter Winter
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land on the Himalayan frontiers. Both 
Professor Dawa Norbu and Claude 
Arpi have written on the dual-use of 
infrastructure development in Tibet. 
The good network of roads and railway 
lines gives easy access to China for the 
deployment of its military in Tibet’s 
border regions.

According to the so-called China’s Tibet 
Autonomous Region’s (TAR) work 
report in 2017, the Chinese government 
has launched the rural rejuvenation 
programmes in the name of “the 
construction of well-off villages and 
simultaneous relocation of Tibetans in 
these villages”. The relocation of people 
in Tibet’s frontiers and building border 
defence villages are also outcomes of 
the 19th Party Congress in October 
2017, in which Xi Jinping called for 
“Chinese people with talent to work in 
remote and border areas with the ethnic 
minority population”.

In July 2017, the TAR issued the 
“Plan for the Construction of Well-off 
Villages in the Border Area of the Tibet 
Autonomous Region (2017-2020)”. 
It involved the building of 628 border 
villages in TAR’s 112 border towns 
across 21 border counties which are 
located in Shigatse, Lhokha, Nyingchi, 
and Ngari prefecture. China has built 
354 well-off border villages in Lhokha 
which shares a border with the Indian 
state of Arunachal Pradesh and Bhutan. 

Border Villages in Tibet: Why India should be Wary of China’s 
New ‘Eyes and Ears’ in Himalaya 

 

        
-By Tsewang Dorji, Research Fellow, Tibet Policy Institute

The China-India military face-off in 
the Galwan Valley on June 15, 2020 
was considered one of the deadliest 
military confrontations between the 
two nations since 1962. It has almost 
been one and half years since India 
lost the lives of around 20 soldiers in 
the Galwan Valley during that face-
off. For the past few years, China has 
been creating a new strategic front to 
encircle India by building a chain of 
border defence villages along the Indo-
Tibetan borders. Because of this, India 
may have to pay a heavy price in terms 
of its territorial integrity and national 
security. In the future, this could change 
the demographic pattern in the world’s 
highest frozen border — the Himalaya.

By invading Tibet, China has forcefully 
shifted the traditional borders between 
India and Tibet into the Sino-Indian 
boundary. Since then, the two Asian 
giants have been engaged in more than 
thousands of border skirmishes. Despite 
India’s formal recognition of Tibet 
as a part of the People’s Republic of 
China on two occasions — 1954 under 
Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru, and 
2004 under Prime Minister Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee — Chinese leaders have 
always suspected India’s role in the 
Tibetan movement. Apart from this, 
the Sino-Indian conflict over the Indo-
Tibetan border remains as one of the 
longest geopolitical disputes in Asia. 
The centrality of Tibet is a key factor in 

resolving the China-India conflict.

When Xi Jinping became the President 
of China on March 14, 2013, he gave 
utmost importance to the domestic 
stability in Tibet and the safeguarding 
of its assumed frontiers. Subsequently, 
the Chinese authority has emphasised 
that “developments in Tibet are related 
to the overall work of the party and 
the country, and the focus of work in 
Tibet should be ‘safeguarding’ the 
motherland’s reunification and national 
unity”. By retaining China’s Tibet policy 
of safeguarding national unity and 
reunification, China has re-strengthened 
the importance of “maintaining the 
stability of Tibet” as the security and 
safeguard of the national interest during 
the 7th Tibet Work Forum in 2020.

For securing the stability of Tibet and its 
borders, China has built a chain of border 
defence villages across the Himalayan 
frontiers, which share borders with 
India, Nepal and Bhutan. These villages 
are a part of China’s veiled poverty 
alleviation programme to show the 
achievement of China’s development 
in Tibet and to secure the borders 
simultaneously. Building infrastructures 
and well-designed border villages in 
Tibet’s border regions are intrinsically 
linked to the dual-use infrastructure 
development, which serves as border 
watch-posts for monitoring cross-border 
migrations and occupying no-man’s 

implementing exactly what it has planned 
in 14th Five-Year-Plan. For instance, 
with the introduction of new regulations 
such as “Measures for the Administration 
of Internet Religious Information 
Services,” released on 20 December 
2021 and came into force on March 
1, 2022, exactly a year after the 14th 
Five-Year-Plan was officially endorsed 
by the National People’s Congress on 
March 11, 2021. The regulation banned 
all foreign organizations and individuals 
from spreading religious content online 
in China.

One reason for the acceleration of the 
Sinicization of Tibetan Buddhism is to 
fully control every nook and corner before 
the Party-state implements its grand 
plan in Tibet. The conclusions offered 
by the different reports further confirm 
that the situation in Tibet is further 
deteriorating with the implementation 
of repressive policies specifically aimed 
at eliminating Tibetan culture and 
Tibetan Buddhism. For instance, in the 
2021 Shigatse Municipal government 
work report, the implementation of the 
Fengqiao experience and Sinicization of 

Tibetan Buddhism was encouraged. On 
the Dingri government website too, there 
is a mention of taking a major survey 
among the Tibetan people focusing on 
the stability, development, ecology and 
strengthening of the border.

The leaked Chinese police records are 
a strong reminder that the Party-state 
has taken every measure to suppress the 
Uyghurs and it is a matter of time before 
China’s iron curtain over Tibet will also 
be lifted. After all, the Party-state has 
skeletons in all its cupboards.
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“Since we human beings are 
all the same, mentally, physically 
and emotionally, and since we all 
seek happiness and have a right 

to be happy, we should always try 
to help one another whenever we 

can.”
 

-His Holiness the Dalai Lama

China claims that Arunachal Pradesh 
is an integral part of China. The 
construction of these villages could lay 
the groundwork for the future towns and 
cities in the bordering regions.

The Chinese government has allocated 
around RMB 30.1 billion ($4.6 billion 
approximately) for building 628 border 
villages in Tibet. The allocation of the 
budget also includes the construction 
of housing facilities, infrastructure, and 
public service facilities. Out of these 
628 administrative border villages, there 
are 427 first-line border villages and 201 
second-line border villages. The first-
line border defence villages are built 
in close proximity to or across the Line 
of Actual Control, which has a direct 
geopolitical impact for India, Nepal and 
Bhutan. The second-line border defense 
villages are located in Tibet’s border 
regions. To encourage the people to 
settle there, the Chinese authority has 
facilitated a conducive environment 
and attractive subsidy to the residents of 
the border villages for their permanent 
settlement. The residents from the first 
line villages receive RMB 47,000, and 
the second line villages receive RMB 
4,500 as an annual subsidy.

Jiang Jie, Executive Vice Chairman of 
TAR, presided over a special meeting 
in the Autonomous Region Strong 
Frontier Work Conference which was 
held in Yatung, Dromo County, Shigatse 
City, in December 2020 for inspecting 
the progress of the construction of the 
well-off border villages. The meeting 
noted that 94 percent of the project 
was completed by December 2020, and 
93 percent of the allocated funds were 
used. As of now, China has completed 
the construction of 628 border defence 
villages.

The completion of these border defence 
villages would act as border watch-
posts and become the ears and eyes of 
the People’s Liberation Army to expand 
and secure borders in the Himalaya. 
Strategically, building the first line of 
border defence villages helps China to 
reaffirm its claims over the disputed 
territories in the Himalayan regions, 
which Beijing for long claimed as the 
five fingers of Tibet.

Not seeking independence but autonomy for Tibet: 
Dalai Lama

             -By Hindustan Times
Spiritual leader the Dalai Lama on 
Thursday said more and more people 
in China are beginning to realise that 
he is not seeking “independence” but 
meaningful autonomy and preservation 
of the Tibetan Buddhist culture.

“Some Chinese hardliners consider me a 
separatist and a reactionary and always 
criticise me. But now, more Chinese 
are realising that the Dalai Lama is not 
seeking independence and only wishing 
China (to give) meaningful autonomy 
(to Tibet) and (ensure) preservation 
of Tibetan Buddhist culture,” he told 
reporters in Jammu.

The Tibetan spiritual leader is on a two-
day official visit to the Union territories 
of Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh. This 
is his first official tour outside his base in 
Himachal Pradesh’s Dharamshala since 
the outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic 
in 2020. “I am leaving for Ladakh 
tomorrow (Friday) to take part in some 
programme,” he said.

When asked about China’s objection 
to his visit to Ladakh, the 87-year-old 
Dalai Lama said it was something usual. 
“The Chinese people are not objecting... 
more and more Chinese are showing 
interest in Tibetan Buddhism. Some of 
their scholars are realising that Tibetan 
Buddhism is very scientific. Things are 
changing,” he said.
 
Advocating resolution to all disputes 
through dialogue, the Dalai Lama 
asserted that all human beings are equal 
and they need to rise above the narrow-
minded approach of “my nation, my 
ideology” which is the main trigger for 
fights among people.

“My main message to the people is that 
we all are brothers and sisters and there 
is no point in fighting... ‘My country, 
my religion’ is too narrow an ideology. 
Human beings should live together in 
total harmony,” said the Dalai Lama, 
who received the Nobel Peace Prize in 
1989.

During his Leh visit, the Dalai Lama 
is also expected to visit the famous 
Thiksey monastery.

The Tibetan leader’s trip is likely to 
irk China. Earlier this month, Beijing 
had criticised Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi for greeting the Dalai Lama on 
his 87th birthday, saying India should 
stop using Tibet-related issues to 
interfere in China’s internal affairs. The 
external affairs ministry had rejected 
China’s criticism and asserted that it is a 
consistent policy to treat the Dalai Lama 
as an honoured guest in India.
When asked about Chinese aggression 
in Ladakh, the Dalai Lama refused to 
comment and feigned ignorance.
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The Central Tibetan Administration 
today held a prayer service to mourn 
the demise of Phintso Thonden, former 
Representative of then Office of Tibet 
in New York who passed away on 
Thursday, 28 July in New York due to 
prolonged illness. He is survived by his 
wife Pema, daughters Chime and Yodon 
and five grandchildren.

The leadership of CTA headed by 
Sikyong Penpa Tsering, Tibetan 
parliamentarians, Commissioners of the 
Tibetan Supreme Justice Commission 
along with officials and staff attended 
the mass prayer.

Delivering the eulogy for the deceased, 
Sikyong Penpa Tsering said, “CTA will 
remain indebted to the contributions 
of Phintso Thonden who even after 
resigning from service was vigorously 
involved in serving the community. We 
offer our deepest condolences to his 
family members”.

Brief bio of Phintso Thonden:

Born in Lhasa to Jamyang Phuntsok 
and Tsering Dolker, Phintso Thonden 
received his primary education from Dr 
Grahams Homes, Kalimpong in 1958.

Soon after completing his college at 
St. Joesph in Darjeeling, he joined 
the Central Tibetan Administration 
in 1964 as an official at the Tibetan 
Foreign Affairs Office now called 
the Department of Information and 
International Relations. He had also 

CTA Mourns Demise of 
Former Representative of 
Office of Tibet New York 

Phintso Thonden

Sikyong Penpa Tsering delivering the eulogy for 
demise of Phintso Thonden

served as the representative of His 
Holiness the Dalai Lama in the Office 
of Tibet, New York (1967-1973) and 
Bureau of His Holiness the Dalai Lama 
in New Delhi (1973-1976). During his 
service as the representative in the US, 
Phintso had worked tirelessly in varying 
capacities with the ambassadors at the 
United Nations to raise awareness for the 

CTA Mourns Tragic Demise of Former Japanese PM 
Shinzo Abe

CTA hosts prayer service for late Shinzo Abe, former PM of Japan

The leadership, officials and staff of the 
Central Tibetan Administration headed 
by Sikyong Penpa Tsering held a mass 
prayer in the afternoon of 8 July 2022 
to mourn the tragic demise of former 
Japanese PM Shinzo Abe who was 
brutally assassinated during a political 
campaign in Japan’s Nara city.

The tragic and untimely demise of 
one of the most recognisable Japanese 
politicians of the last three decades not 
only left the country in shock but left 
a great void in the hearts of those who 
know him.

In his condolence remarks, Sikyong said 
the Tibetan leadership and the Tibetan 
people strongly feel the loss of a great 
leader who was also a long-standing 
friend of Tibet. “With profound gratitude 
and obeisance, the Tibetan administration 
and the Tibetans will eternally remember 
his notable contribution and support to 
the Tibetan cause, particularly his active 
involvement in establishing All Party 
Japanese Parliamentary Support Group 
of Tibet, comprising one of the largest 

Tibet supporters, ” Sikyong added. He 
also acknowledged in gratitude the 
courageous and unflinching stand of 
the late Shinzo Abe against China’s 
repression in Tibet.

Sikyong read out the condolence letter 
extended by His Holiness the Dalai 
Lama to the bereaved family of the late 
Shinzo Abe recounting the friendship 
and support of the late former Prime 
Minister to His Holiness dating back 
to 1967 when His Holiness first visited 
Japan and thereafter his successive visits 
to the country.

The offices of the Tibetan administration 
remained closed for the day following the 
prayer service as a mark of condolence 
and respect for the deceased.

Apart from His Holiness the Dalai Lama 
and Sikyong, Speaker Khenpo Sonam 
Tenphel of the 17th TPiE and Kalon 
Norzin from Department of Information 
and International Relations also wrote 
letters to the bereaved family expressing 
their condolences. 

Tibetan cause. Following his resignation 
from the service, he along with Taktser 
Rinpoche (eldest brother of HH the 
Dalai Lama) and Tsepon Wangchuk 
Deden Shakabpa issued a petition for 
complete independence of Tibet. In 
addition, the former representative had 
many articles on Tibet published in the 
American press.
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QUOTES

“It is my practice to offer prayers at other people’s places of worship whenever I can. Since all 
religions convey a message of compassion (karuna), even though their philosophical views may 
differ, they are worthy of respect.” His Holiness the Dalai Lama during teaching at Jama Masjid

******

“Modern education would be more complete if it were to incorporate ancient Indian knowledge, 
including the long-standing principles of ‘karuna’ and ‘ahimsa’, from the standpoint of secular 
ethics.” His Holiness the Dalai Lama during meeting with Padum Muslim Community and students

******

“Whether we have faith in religion or not, the benefits of warm-heartedness can be taught as part 
of a training in secular ethics. Wherever I go I adopt a friendly attitude—I smile and other people 
smile in return.” His Holiness the Dalai Lama during consecration of Thiksey Library & Learning 

Centre 

******

“China’s rule in Tibet lacks historical support, it lacks popular support, and it lacks diplomatic 
support. Why is China asking nations to say that Tibet is part of the PRC [People’s Republic 
of China]? It is because China lacks legitimacy over Tibet.”  Sikyong Penpa Tsering on PRC’s 

legitimacy over Tibet

 ******

“As is clear to all of us, whatever success we achieve in any endeavour, the final outcome always 
bears the radiance of the blessing of the kindness of and gratitude owed to His Holiness the Dalai 
Lama. And so it was with the recent holding of the 8th World Parliamentarians’ Convention on Tibet 
and its successful conclusion.” Speaker Khenpo Sonam Tenphel during 87th Birth Anniversary of 

His Holiness the Dalai Lama

******


