
Gyalwang Karmapa 
Rinpoche Inaugurates 
Grassland – A Photo 
Exhibition at the Tibet 
Museum
December 14, 2016
Gyalwang Karmapa Ogen Trinley 
Dorjee Rinpoche visited the Tibet 
Museum to grace the inauguration of 
a new temporary exhibition entitled 
Grassland. The exhibition features 
a compilation of images of Tibetan 
pastoral nomads and grasslands 
captured by distinguished Tibetan 
photographer Mr. Kunchok Gyaltsen.  
Mr. Sonam Norbu Dagpo and  
Ms. Tenzin Dhardon Sharling, two 
Secretaries of the DIIR, also attended 
the inauguration ceremony.

In his inaugural remarks, Gyalwang 
Karmapa Rinpoche recalled his 
childhood in a nomadic family and 
lauded the photographer for his 
earnest efforts to capture the essence 
of Tibet through photography. He 
also emphasised the importance of 

safeguarding Tibet’s fragile ecology for 
the benefit of all sentient beings.

Secretary Sonam Norbu Dagpo spoke 
about the deteriorating environmental 
situation in the Tibetan plateau 
including the desertification of the 
rich and verdant grasslands of Tibet. 
“Tibet is the roof of the world and the 
water tower of Asia, as it’s the source 
of the major rivers of Asia. However, 
the environmental situation inside 
Tibet has been degrading under the 
Chinese government’s failed policies. 
Therefore, we all have a responsibility 
to do something to safeguard Tibet’s 
environment.”

Photographer Kunchok Gyaltsen 
said that the idea behind the photo 
exhibition was to effectively portray 
the lives and the unique lifestyles of 
the people who are still inside Tibet 
so that others may be touched and get 
inspired to go and see the situation 
themselves. Grassland is an initiative 
by the photographer to portray the 
precariousness of Tibetan religion, 
language, customs and environment 
through the agency of photography.
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Gyalwang Karmapa Rinpoche (c) addressing the gathering during the inaugural session 

of temporary exhibition entitled Grassland, by Kunchok Gyaltsen, at the Tibet Museum  



The Tibet 
Museum Revisits 
the Cultural 
Revolution with a 
Photo Exhibition
October 28, 2016 
The Tibet Museum launched a 
four-month-long exhibition to 
raise awareness about the ten-
year-long Cultural Revolution 
in Tibet and its ramifications 
on Tibetan culture and religion. 
Kalon Karma Gelek Yuthok of 
the Department of Religion 
and Culture inaugurated the 
exhibition. The inaugural 
ceremony was also attended 
by Mr. Sonam Norbu Dagpo, 
Secretary for International 
Relations, DIIR, Mr. Thubten 
Samphel, Director of TPI and Ms. 
Dhardon Sharling, Secretary for 
Information, DIIR.

The new temporary exhibition, 
entitled Revisiting the Cultural 
Revolution in Tibet, documents 
the ten-year-long Cultural 
Revolution along six thematic 
lines: the beginning of the 
revolution; the destruction of the 
Jokhang Temple; the struggle 

session; name change; the 
creation of a new god and the 
destruction of monasteries.

While addressing the gathering, 
Kalon Karma Gelek Yuthok said, 
“The exhibition highlights the 
Cultural Revolution in Tibet as it 
has been one of the worst failures 
since the formation of People’s 
Republic of China (PRC). They 
have decimated thousands of 
Tibetan monasteries and learning 
centres in Tibet. However, in 
exile, we have been able to revive 
most of the religious and cultural 
centres destroyed during the 
Cultural Revolution. Some of 
them have progressed into much-
advanced learning centres.”

In her address, Information 
Secretary Ms. Tenzin Dhardon 
Sharling said that persecution of 
Tibetan culture, language and 
religion is still prevalent in Tibet, 
even after the end of the Cultural 
Revolution.

In his introductory remarks, the 
director of the Tibet Museum, 
Mr. Tashi Phuntsok, said, “The 
Cultural Revolution in China was 
unleashed by Mao to eliminate 
his enemies and reshape relations 

within the party, but in Tibet, the 
Cultural Revolution was aimed to 
destroy Tibet’s religion, culture 
and identity. When the Cultural 
Revolution ended with Mao’s 
death in September 1976, more 
than 6,000 Tibetan monasteries 
and religious institutes were 
laid in ruins. Millions of ancient 
Buddhist manuscripts were 
burned and holy statues made 
of gold, silver and bronze were 
removed from the temples and 
shipped to China.”

Following the inaugural  
ceremony, a panel discussion 
was held during which elderly  
Tibetans who had suffered 
through the Revolution in Tibet 
shared their experiences and  
discussed the impacts of the  
Cultural Revolution. The 
discussion was led by three  
panellists: Mrs. Mewo Gonpo Tso, 
former member of the Tibetan  
Parliament-in-Exile, former 
CTA staff-member Mr. Lobsang  
Yonten and Mr. Phurba Tsering 
Topgyal, and was moderated by 
Mr. Sherab Woeser, Researcher, 
Tibet Policy Institute.
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Information Secretary Ms. Tenzin 

Dhardon Sharling delivering 

speech at inauguration of photo 

exhibition entitled Revisiting the 

Cultural Revolution in Tibet

Kalon Karma Gelek Yuthok addressing the inaugural ceremony of the 

photo exhibition entitled Revisiting the Cultural Revolution in Tibet
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Sikyong 
Inaugurates Tibet 
Museum’s Photo 
Exhibition at Bodh 
Gaya
January 3, 2017
Sikyong Dr. Lobsang Sangay 
inaugurated the Tibet Museum’s 
photo exhibition on His Holiness 
the Dalai Lama’s life and messages 
and Tibet’s contemporary 
history in Bodh Gaya, Bihar from 
January 2-14, 2017, during the 
34th Kalachakra Initiation. The 
inauguration was also attended 
by Mr. Kargyu Dhondup, Chief 
Justice Commissioner of the 
Tibetan Supreme Justice 
Commission, Khenpo Sonam 
Tenphel, Speaker of the Tibetan 
Parliament-in-Exile and Kalon 
Ven. Karma Gelek Yuthok of 
the Department of Religion and 
Culture, CTA.

Three different exhibits, entitled 
Biography of His Holiness 
the Dalai Lama, A Long Look  
Homeward and The Burning 
Question: Why are Tibetans 

Turning to Self-immolation?, 
were showcased during the  
thirteen-day exhibition. The  
exhibition aimed to provide 
factual information on Tibet 
through photographs to 
the devotees attending the 
Kalachakra initiation given by 
His Holiness the Dalai Lama. 

Thousands of devotees includ-
ing Tibetans, local Indians,  
foreigners and people from the 
Himalayan regions thronged 
in large number to see the rare  
photo exhibition and expressed 
their support and admiration for 
the Tibetan people and its non-
violent struggle for freedom.

The CTA Initiates 
“Thank You India” 
Programs in Three 
Indian Cities
As a show of gratitude to the 
people and government of India 
for their generous hospitality and 
continued support since 1959, the 
Central Tibetan Administration 
initiated a series of “Thank You 
India” programs in three major 

cities in India. The program 
was offered in appreciation of 
the good relationship between 
India and Tibet, and to inform 
the Indian population on the 
current situation inside Tibet 
and on Tibetan life in exile. The 
Tibet Museum, the India Tibet 
Coordination Office (ITCO), the 
Tibet Policy Institute (TPI) and the 
Tibetan Institute of Performing 
Arts (TIPA) jointly organized the 
events.

Sonipat, Haryana
August 29, 2016
The first “Thank You India” 
program was organized in O. P. 
Jindal Global University (JGU), 
Sonipat, Haryana. The day-
long program featured photo 
exhibitions from the Tibet 
Museum on the life and messages 
of His Holiness the Dalai Lama 
and on India-Tibet relations, a 
screening of a documentary film 
on Tibet and a discussion-cum-
conference on Tibet between 
TPI researchers and Indian 
scholars. Invitees to the day-
long events included honoured 
guest Professor C. Raj Kumar, 
Vice Chancellor of O. P. Jindal 
University, the deans of the 
Jindal School of Liberal Arts and 
Humanities and the Jindal School 
of International Affairs, as well as 
professors and students of the 
university. Later in the evening, 
a public talk was held on “Tibet’s 
role in Sino-India Relations,” 
during which distinguished 
Indian leaders, including Mr. R. 
K. Khrimey, National Convener 
of Core group for Tibetan Cause-
India; Dr. Sreeram Chaulia, Dean, 
Jindal School of International 
Affairs; Shri Joginder Singh 
Dahiya, Chairman, Kharkhoda 
Block Congress, Sonipat and 
Shri Dharampal Dahiya, Vice 
Chairman, Sonipat District 

(L-R) Speaker Khenpo Sonam Tenphel, Sikyong Dr. Lobsang Sangay, 

Chief Justice Commissioner Mr. Kargyu Dhondup being led through the 

photo exhibition by the Tibet Museum Director Mr. Tashi Phuntsok
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Congress Committee expressed 
their solidarity with the Tibetans 
inside Tibet and urged the 
government of India to initiate 
positive talks on Tibet with 
the Chinese leaders. They also 
highlighted the significance of 
Tibet and the resolution of the 
Tibetan issue as key to India’s 
national security.

Kozhikode, Kerala
September 11-13, 2016
Coinciding with Onam, the 
State festival of Kerala, the Tibet 
Museum in association with 
ITCO, TPI and the Indo-Tibetan 
Friendship Society (ITFS), Calicut 
organized a three-day ‘Thank 
You India” program at Malabar 
Palace, Kozhikode in Kerala. 
The three-day event featured a 
photo exhibition on India and 
Tibet Relations, a screening of 
a documentary film on Tibet, a 
free medical camp by the Tibetan 

Medical and Astro Institute, a 
presentation by TPI researchers, 
a Tibetan cultural performance 
by students from the Tibetan 
Youth Hostel, Bengaluru and a 
public talk on Tibet by prominent 
Indian leaders. The three-day 
event was inaugurated by chief 
guest Dr. M.K. Muneer, MLA 
and former Minister for Social 
Welfare, Kerala.

More than a thousand people 
participated in the “Thank You 
India” program including Shri 
Ramchandra Katanapali, Minister 
of Ports, Kerala State Government; 
Shri Pradeep Kumar, Member of 
the Legislative Assembly, Kerala; 
Shri Kummanam Rajasekharan, 
President of the BJP Kerala State 
unit; Shri R.K Khrimey, National 
Convener, Core group for the 
Tibetan Cause-India; Shri Jaya 
Prakash Urs, Regional Convener 
of the Southern Region and Dr. 
Anoope Anandayogi, President 
of India Tibet Friendship Society, 
Calicut.

Nagpur
October 9-10, 2016
The third leg of “Thank You India” 
program was held at the Dragon 
Palace Temple in Kamptee, 
Nagpur. The two-day event 
began with the lighting of a lamp 

and a brief prayer ceremony to 
pay homage to the 144 Tibetans 
who have self-immolated for the 
cause of Tibet since 2009. The 
event was attended by Shri R.K. 
Khrimey, National Convener, 
Core group for Tibet Cause; 
Shri Arvind Nikose, National 
Co-Convener; Shri Sandesh 
Meshram, Regional Convener of 
Maharashtra; Mr. Karma Gelek, 
Member of Tibetan Parliament-
in-Exile and Mr. Karma Dhargyal, 
Tibetan Settlement Officer of 
Norgyeling, Bhandara.

The two-day event, which was 
attended by more than 500 people, 
featured photo exhibitions on 
India and Tibet Relations and 
Tibet’s contemporary history, 
talks by several speakers, the 
screening of a documentary 
film on Tibet and a presentation 
of Sowa Rigpa, a traditional 
Tibetan healing science by the 
Tibetan Medical and Astrological 
Institute’s branch clinic based in 
Bhandara.

Exhibition at 
Bhopal, M.P
November 10, 2016
At the invitation of the Bhopal 
Indo-Tibet friendship society 
and the Delhi-based India 
Tibet Coordination Office, the 
Tibet Museum showcased a 
photo exhibition on the life and 
messages of the His Holiness 
the Dalai Lama and the historical 
relations between India and 
Tibet and why the relations is 
important for both countries. 
The exhibition was showcased 
in conjunction with a seminar 
on Tibet, which was attended 
by lecturers, professors and 
university students from Madhya 
Pradesh and the surrounding 
area.

Chief guest Dr. M.K Muneer, MLA and former Minister for Social Welfare, 

addressing the inaugural session of ‘Thank you India’ program at Calicut 

Tibetan students from Bangalore 

performing traditional Tibetan 

dance before thousands of Indian 

spectators at Calicut beach, Kerala
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Revisiting 
the “Cultural 
Revolution” 
in Tibet 
The ten-year-long Cultural 
Revolution is generally 
considered to have begun in 
China in 1966, when the Politburo 
of the Communist Party of 
China adopted Mao Zedong’s  
so-called May 16th Notice.1 In 
Tibet, however, the climate of 
Cultural Revolution existed 
since 1959, when the People’s 
Republic of China completely 
occupied Tibet and carried out 
a series of repressive and violent 
campaigns, which included 
democratic reform, fomenting 
class struggle and imposing a 
commune system. According to 
the 10th Panchen Lama’s famous 
70,000-character petition written 
in 1962 and submitted to the 
Chinese government on the 
conditions inside Tibet, “more 
than 97 percent of monasteries 
and nunneries were destroyed 
and the number of monks and 

1 Melvyn C. Goldstein, Ben Jiao and Tanzen 
Lhundrup, On the Cultural Revolution in 
Tibet - The Nyemo Incident of 1969, p. 11.

nuns living in the monasteries 
was reduced by 93 percent.”2 
Tibetan language, dress, customs 
and habits were considered 
backward, filthy, useless and 
favoring old society, and anyone 
who defied the authorities were 
subjected to thamzing (public 
“struggle sessions”). Months 
before the actual start of the 
Cultural Revolution in February 
1966, the Chinese authorities 
banned the celebration of the 
Monlam ceremony in Lhasa 
by ridiculing it as a waste of 
resources.3 The banning of the 
Monlam ceremony meant that 
from now on religious devotion 
could not be publicly expressed 
and anyone who did so was seen 
as favoring the old society4 and 
were subjected to a “struggle 
session.”

During the ten-year-long 
Cultural Revolution in Tibet 
from 1966 to 1976,5 the attack 

2 Panchen Lama, 70,000 Character Petition 
(Tib. Language), p. 75.

3 Tsering Shakya, The Dragon in the Land of 
Snows - A History of Modern Tibet since 
1947, p. 317.

4 Ibid
5 Cultural Revolution in Tibet, http://fact-

sanddetails.com/china/cat6/sub32/
entry-4425.html

on Tibetan religion, culture, 
identity and traditional way 
of life was further intensified. 
Mani walls, prayer flags, incense 
burning, circumambulation and 
prostration were all banned, and 
monks and nuns were forced 
to marry or sent to labor camps. 
Religious texts and books were 
labeled as “poisonous weeds” and 
burned, thrown in the river or 
mixed with dung. The only book 
with authorized circulation at 
that time was the Little Red Book6 
containing quotations from 
Chairman Mao. The number of 
Moa’s little red books in a home 
exceed the number of family 
members. If someone won an 
award, they would receive the 
Little Red Book instead of the 
usual prize or certificate. Men 
and women were given little red 
books as wedding gifts. When 
students graduated from school, 
they were presented with the 
Little Red Book. Friends exchange 
the Little Red Book as a keepsake 
when they parted.7

Most of the schools were shut 
down and Tibetan and Chinese 
students formed Red Guard 
brigades and attacked the “four 
olds” - old thoughts, old customs, 
old habits and old cultures. 
The Jokhang temple, Tibetan 
Buddhists’ most sacred site, 
was plundered, destroyed and 
desecrated beyond repair, as 
the communists believed that 
the temple embodied the “four 
olds.” Teachers and academics 
were defiled as “intellectuals” and 
subjected to “struggle sessions.” 
Names of streets, roads, shops, 
villages and even personal names 
were rewritten in Chinese.

6 Quotations from Chairman Mao Tse-tung, 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quotations_
from_Chairman_Mao_Tse-tung

7 Pema Bhum, Six Stars with the Crooked 
Neck, p. 90.

Two monks with a banner lead a group of monks with a giant portrait of 

Mao Zedong and flags to celebrate the foundation of the so-called “Tibet 

Autonomous Region” on September 9, 1965. Less than a year later, the 

monks and nuns became the target of the wrath of violent Red Guards 

during the Cultural Revolution
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Although the Cultural Revolution 
in China was unleashed by 
Mao to eliminate his enemies 
and reshape relations within 
the party,8 in Tibet, the Cultural 
Revolution was aimed to destroy 
Tibet’s religion, culture and 
identity. When it ended with 
Mao’s death in September 1976, 
more than 6,000 monasteries 
and religious institutions in Tibet 
laid in ruins. Millions of ancient 
and priceless manuscripts were 
burnt. Statues made of gold, 
silver, or bronze were removed 
from the temples and shipped 
to China.9 The physical torture 
and psychological traumas 
endured by Tibetans during 
public “struggle sessions” and 
imprisonment were beyond 
human comprehension. At 
least 92,000 Tibetans who were 
subjected to “struggle sessions” 
died or committed suicide10 and 

8 Melvyn C. Goldstein, Ben Jiao and Tanzen 
Lhundrup, On the Cultural Revolution in 
Tibet-The Nyemo Incident of 1969, p. 11

9 Thomas Laird, The Story of Tibet - Conver-
sation with the Dalai Lama, p. 346.

10 Thomas Laird, The Story of Tibet - Conver-
sation with the Dalai Lama, p. 347.

around 173,000 Tibetans died in 
prison, or in “Reform Through 
Labor Camps” (Laogai).11 The 
exhibition here depicts some of 
the horrendous episodes that 
unfolded as part of the ten-year-
long assault on Tibetan culture 
and identity.

Even forty years after the end 
of the Cultural Revolution, the 
attack on Tibetan religion, 
culture, language and way of life 
continues. The remnants of the 
Cultural Revolution are present 
even today in the form of various 
policies and campaigns launched 
one after another by the Chinese 
government.

Through campaigns such as 
“Strike Hard”12 and “Patriotic Re-
education”13 the government 
maintains a chokehold on 
religious institutions; requiring 
recognition of all reincarnate 
tulkus or lamas to be apprised by 
Beijing,14 and forcing Tibetans 
to denounce His Holiness the 
Dalai Lama. Even today, decades 
after the Cultural Revolution, 
Beijing’s hardline policies have 
led to executions, destruction of 
religious institutions, political 
indoctrination, expulsion of 
monks and nuns, imprisonment, 
banning of religious ceremonies, 
restricting the number of monks 
in monasteries and enforcing 
loyalty to the party.

11 Thomas Laird, The Story of Tibet - Conver-
sation with the Dalai Lama, p. 348.

12 China launches “Strike Hard” Campaign 
ahead of sensitive  
anniversary, http://tchrd.org/chi-
na-launches-strike-hard-campa-
ign-ahead-of-sensitive-anniversary-2/

13 The “Patriotic Education” of Tibet, http://
thediplomat.com/ 2013/08/the-patri-
otic-education-of-tibet/

14 New measures on reincarnation reveal Par-
ty’s objectives of political control, https://
www.savetibet.org/new-measures-on 
-reincarnation-reveal-partys-objecti-
ves-of-political-control/

China’s continued repression 
in Tibet and its persistent hard-
line policies including political 
repression, economic margin-
alization, social discrimination, 
cultural assimilation and envi-
ronmental destruction have led 
to a new wave of peaceful pro-
test by Tibetans in the form of 
self-immolation. From February 
2009 until December 2016, 145  
Tibetans have self-immolated 
protesting China’s rule. Of this 
number, 126 have died, while the 
whereabouts and conditions of 
those who survived remain un-
known.15 Although the Cultural 
Revolution is said to have ended 
forty years ago, China’s continu-
ing hardline policies in Tibet are 
evidence of its attempt to erase 
Tibet’s past, present and future.

15 Fact Sheet on Tibetan Self-Immolation 
Protests in Tibet Since February 2009, 
http://tibet.net/situation-in-tibet/facts-
heet-immolation-2011-2012/

Tsadi Tseten Dorjee is subjected to 

a fierce “struggle session” by Lugug 

Achak, the lady wearing a military 

cap, inside the Jokhang Temple 

courtyard. Lugug Achak, prior to 

1959, was a beggar, commonly 

known by the name, Lugug 

Tangpo (beggar). The long placard 

on Tsadi Tseten Dorjee’s chest 

reads: “Murderer of the proletariat, 

key conspirator of the uprising and 

counter-revolutionary fugitive”

Numerous religious scriptures 

and religious texts are engulfed 

in flame near Jokhang Temple, 

Lhasa. These scriptures are sacred 

Buddhist texts and commentaries 

that were once part of the sacred 

and priceless literature collection 

of the monasteries of Tibet



Tibet Awareness 
TalkSeries 
In order to enhance awareness 
of Tibet and its overall situation, 
the Tibet Museum conducts a 
talk series every month inviting 
researchers, scholars, and others. 

The target audience is 
comprised of Tibetan and 
Indian participants, as well as 
tourists from different parts of 
the world. The audience gets 
the opportunity to participate in 
question and answer sessions 
and other post-talk activities.

All past talk series can be viewed 
online via www.youtube.com

August 10, 2016
Mr. Tenzin Tsultrim, Researcher 
at the TPI, gave a talk and 
presentation on “Modernizing 
Tibet or Militarizing Tibet?”

August 24, 2016
Acharya Yeshi Phuntsok, Deputy 
Speaker of the Tibetan Parliament 

in Exile, gave a talk on “Tibet and 
the Rest of the World.”

September 28, 2016
Mr. Rinzin Dorjee, Research 
Fellow of the TPI, gave a talk 
and presentation on “Tibetan 
Democracy in Exile.”

October 12, 2016
Mr. Tenzin Tseten, Researcher 
at the TPI, gave a presentation 
on “The Tibetan Leadership 
Formation in Tibet - Post 1950.”

October 19, 2016
Mr. Gabriel Lafitte, Author 
and Environmentalist, gave a 
presentation on “Does Tibet 
Belong to World Heritage?”

Click below link to watch online 
Mr. Gabriel presentation 
https://www.youtube.com/watch
?v=vE53cQWkyNg&index=38&lis
t=PLaZ3pnr8mqPeIfFtq0xjrxwC
O1F45sGoh

November 9, 2016
Mr. Tempa Gyaltsen Zamlha, 
Researcher at the TPI, gave 
a presentation on “Excessive 
Damming on Tibetan Plateau 
and its Global Implication.”

November 23, 2016
Mrs. Dechen Palmo, Researcher 
at the TPI, gave a talk on “The 
Yarlung Tsangpo: The Lifeline of 
South Asian Countries.”

December 14, 2016
Ms. Tenzin Palden, Researcher 
at the TPI, gave a presentation 
on the “Current Environmental 
Situation in Tibet.”
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Mr. Gabriel Lafitte, Author and Environmentalist speaking at the Tibet Museum

Acharya Yeshi Phuntsok, Deputy 

Speaker of the Tibetan Parliament 

in Exile  speaking at the  Tibet 

Museum
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How to support 
the Tibet Museum 

1. Donate Funds to the 

Tibet Museum
The Tibet Museum project was 
made possible through the kind 
support of our donors, both 
individuals and organisations. 
Your financial contribution can 
help us keep history alive through 
exhibitions on Tibet’s history, 
culture and traditions.
 
If you are interested in 
contributing to the Tibet Museum 
you can do it by sending us a 
cheque or bank draft in favor 
of “SARD” (Social and Resource 
Development Fund). We cannot 
accept cash donations.

Your support will benefit the 
Museum’s core projects: the 
Tibet awareness program, the 
digitization of our collections, 
capacity building programs for 
the Museum staff, the photo 
identification project, traveling 
exhibitions, and others.
 
Supporters will receive a letter 
of acknowledgment and will 
be mentioned in our next 
newsletter. In addition, they 
will be subscribed to our future 
newsletters.

2. Artefacts and 

Photographs Donation 
The Tibet Museum is collecting 
contemporary and historical 
objects and photographs related 
to Tibet and Tibetans from around 
the world. We have always greatly 

benefited from donations from 
friends and supporters. If you 
have an object, photograph or 
collection that would be pertinent 
to the Tibet Museum, we would 
be happy to receive and display it.

3. Donate time 
The Tibet Museum greatly 
benefits from volunteers from 
different communities, and it 
is always in need of graphic 
designers, archivists and 
museum specialists.  

3. Host our exhibition in 

your community 
You can also support the 
Tibet Museum by hosting the 
Museum’s traveling exhibition in 
your community by sponsoring 
traveling and other expenses. 
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The Tibet Museum
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Find out more about us at: 
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