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Dear Readers,

The last two months saw a series of developments on the Indian soil that brought into 
global spotlight India’s unshakable faith in His Holiness the Dalai Lama.

It served as a reminder yet again of the significant contribution and relevance of His 
Holiness the Dalai Lama to India. Therefore, in this edition of Tibetan Bulletin, we 
have tried to focus primarily on His Holiness the Dalai Lama’s visits to Indian states 
and on how His Holiness best represents the spirit of India.

 In the month of March, His Holiness the Dalai Lama was invited to inaugurate and 
speak at the International Buddhist Conference organized by the Government of India 
at Rajgir, Bihar.  The spiritual conference - attended by Buddhist scholars, students and 
spiritual leaders from over 30 countries – was held to discuss a Buddhist perspective 
and approach to issues affecting the world. This was a relevant and a timely effort on 
part of the government of India to revive India’s rich Buddhist tradition and embrace 
Buddhist philosophies in its quest for modernity, spirituality and prosperity. In that 
regard, inviting His Holiness the Dalai Lama, one of the world’s most renowned and 
revered Buddhist leader, was not only apt, but it also boosted the credibility and the standing of the conference.

In the month of April, His Holiness the Dalai Lama concluded a successful visit to Tawang, a place with rich historical and 
spiritual connection with Tibet and the Tibetan people. In fact, it was the people of Tawang who first welcomed His Holiness the 
Dalai Lama to India after escaping from the Chinese occupied Tibet in 1959. It is also the place where His Holiness the Dalai 
Lama delivered his first sermon in exile. Since then, Tawang has enjoyed an unshakable spiritual and personal bond with His 
Holiness. His Holiness has also described Tawang as the place where he enjoyed freedom for the first time. Hence, this visit was 
not only historic but also helped bring a sense of equanimity in the people of Tawang following a great political turmoil in the 
state.

 In the last week of April, His Holiness advised the core committee formulating a curriculum on secular ethics as a part of his 
wider efforts to incorporate secular ethics in school curriculum.
Another significant event that took place in the month of April was the conferment of the ‘ML Sondhi Prize for International 
Politics’ on His Holiness the Dalai Lama. 

 Speaking on ‘rising India,’ His Holiness said the new generation of Indians can make a better and peaceful India.

 True to his vision for India, His Holiness is rightly referred to as the as the “catalyst of Indian Renaissance.”

Jamphel Shonu
Editor

 FROM THE EDITOR

www.tibetonline.tv

For detailed news visit:

www.tibet.net
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CTA President Calls 
On Minister Of  

Culture, Government 
of  India

The President of Central Tibetan 
Administration Dr Lobsang Sangay 
called on Shri Mahesh Sharma, Minister 
of Culture, Government of India, at his 
office at Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi on 
26 April

The meeting was aimed at strengthening 
ties and cementing relationships between 
the Culture Ministry, Government of 
India and the Department of Religion & 
Culture, CTA.

The two leaders discussed ancient 
cultural ties and current bonds that 
India and Tibet shares and agreed to 
work closely to preserve and promote 
Tibetan Buddhism based on the Nalanda 
tradition.

Sikyong apprised the Minister about the 
state of affairs in the Tibetan Buddhist 
monasteries in India: 262 monasteries 
catering to educational and living needs 
of over 35,000 monks and 6000 nuns of 
which 67.5% are Indian citizens from 
the Himalayan region.

Sikyong sought Centre’s support in 
making the monasteries and nunneries 
in India beneficiaries of the Central 
Government’s projects, schemes and 
funding opportunities.

Minister Sharma assured that his 
ministry would look into the matter and 
positively consider the request.

Sikyong Dr Lobsang Sangay with Dr Mahesh 
Sharma, Minister of Culture, 

Government of India.

Tibetan 
Parliamentarians 

Urge Japan to Pass 
Resolution on MWA 

A three-member Tibetan Parliamentary 
delegation called on Japanese 
Parliamentarians to pass a resolution 
in support the Middle Way policy and 
facilitate education of Tibetans on 27 
April.

The delegation also met a prominent 
think-tank of Japan and discussed 
the Middle Way policy, education of 
Tibetans among other Tibet-related 
issues.

Mr Shimomura Hakubun, President of 
the Japanese Parliamentary Support 
Group for Tibet and Executive Acting 
Secretary-General of the ruling Liberal 
Democratic Party of Japan and other 
lawmakers welcomed the Tibetan 
Parliamentarians and the Representative 
of His Holiness the Dalai Lama on 
their arrival at the Japanese Parliament 
building.

Around 23 members from both the 
House of Representatives and House of 
Councillors attended the meeting held 
at the Parliament building in Tokyo. Ms 
Sakura Yoshiko, President of the Japan 
Institute of National Fundamentals, a 
think-tank in Japan, who takes keen 
interest in the Tibet issue, was present at 
the meeting.

Speaking at the meeting, Mr Shimomura 
Hakubun, who is the former minister 
of education, recalled his visit to 
Dharamsala and meeting with His 
Holiness the Dalai Lama. He expressed 
strong willingness to offer stronger 
support for the preservation of Tibetan 
people’s identity, language and culture.

He said he met Tibetan political leader 
Dr. Lobsang Sangay during the latter’s 
visit to Japan in February this year and 
discussed with him how best to support 
the Tibetan people.

He said it is worth supporting the Tibetan 
culture and religion as it is contributing 

to peace and non-violence in the world.

Mr Dawa Tsering, member of Tibetan 
Parliament, said the Central Tibetan 
Administration is making great effort to 
preserve the Tibetan culture, language 
and religion.He appealed to the 
Japanese parliamentarians to invite His 
Holiness the Dalai Lama to the Japanese 
Parliament. Your support to our visit 
to Japan sends a strong message to the 
international community about Japan’s 
support for truth and justice. In contrast, 
a Tibetan parliamentary delegation could 
not visit Russia as they were denied visa, 
he added.

He also appealed to Japan to support the 
education and health of Tibetans which 
will strengthen and sustain the Tibetan 
freedom movement in the long run.

Addressing the Japanese 
parliamentarians, Tibetan MP Tenzin 
Jamyang said the self-immolation of 
Tibetans inside Tibet shows the Chinese 
government’s continued repressive 
policies in Tibet. He said the Central 
Tibetan Administration is giving 
utmost importance on education of 
young Tibetans, adding that exchange 
programme between Japanese and 
Tibetans will be a great benefit for 
Tibetans.

Mr Tenzin Jamyang informed the 
Japanese parliamentarians about the 
environmental crisis in Tibet as a result 
of the Chinese government’s policies 
in Tibet. He said the world community, 
especially the Asian subcontinent, 
should make efforts to save the 
environment of Tibet which once 
destroyed is irreparable. 

The members of Japanese Parliament 
assured their support for education 
of Tibetans in exile and encouraged 
Tibetan students to come to Japan for 
further studies.

The Tibetan Parliamentary delegation 
made a strong appeal to Japanese 
Parliamentarians to pass a resolution in 
support of the Middle-Way Approach 
to resolve the issue of Tibet through 
dialogue with the Chinese government.
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Representative
 Ngodup Dorjee speaks 

at Function to Walk

At the invitation of Gandhi Walk 
committee, Representative Ngodup 
Dorjee attended a dignitary felicitation 
function at Gandhi Hall in Lenasia 
Township in Johannesburg on 23 April.   

The function was organised to felicitate 
dignitaries, artists, sponsors, individuals 
including Miss South Africa, Miss Earth 
South Africa, who were involved in 
organizing the 32nd Gandhi Walk which 
saw the participation of more than 3500 
South Africans from all walks of life and 
colours.

The Representative had the opportunity 
to introduce the office of Tibet in South 
Africa and briefly touched on the lack 
of basic freedom for Tibetans in Tibet 
under the Chinese occupation.

The Gandhi Walk committee has been 
organising the unity walk for the last 
thirty-two years to keep the spirit of 
Gandhi’s legacy and promote unity, 
peace and strengthening the community.

Sikyong Emphasises 
Ethics at 12th 

Convention of  Tibetan 
Chamber of  Commerce
Inaugurating the 12th convention of the 
Tibetan Chamber of Commerce, Sikyong 
Dr Lobsang Sangay emphasised ethical 
business and social  responsbility.

Over 80 members of the association 
from various parts of the world including 
India and Nepal were participating in the 
two-day meeting held at Dharamshala.

The inaugural session was attended by 
Khenpo Sonam Tenphel, Speaker of the 
Tibetan Parliament-in-Exile, Lobsang 
Ngodup, president, Tibetan Chamber 
of Commerce, Ram Swaroop, Advisor, 
Indo-Tibetan Friendship Association 
(ITFA), CA Sathya Kumar, General 
Secretary Tsering Dorjee and members 
of the Chamber.

In his inaugural address, Sikyong Dr 
Lobsang Sangay talked about how we 
should reach out to our fellow Tibetans 
in Tibet, through a joint venture in 
business through Nepal, Bhutan and 
Mongolia.

Alongwith CA Sathya Kuma, Sikyong  
emphasised ethical values in business 
and explained ethics ultimately 
determine the success of a business in 
the long run. 

“While business objective could 
be approached in profit centric, the 
enlightened approach and vision is 
making profit along with trust and 
sustainability. Tibetan businesses 
should know how to apply the highest 
ethical standards to every aspect of their 
businesses and these values are very 
much embedded in our culture.”

He advised the Chamber to emulate the 
ethical business practices adopted by 
Tibetan sweater sellers such as sharing 
business knowledge, employing Tibetan 
workers and creating more opportunities 
for budding Tibetan entrepreneurs. 
Particularly the Tibetan businesses must 
be respectful and considerate when 
entertaining customers, irrespective of 
nationality.

“Politeness, shown to the people 
investing in the business, is another 
crucial factor in ethical business. 
Business with ethics is critical to 
Tibetans and also vital to the Tibetan 
economy; We should never forget our 
roots,” he said.

The three-day annual general meeting of 
the Tibetan Chamber of Commerce will 
conclude on 25 April with a workshop 
on Goods and Services Tax (GST) and a 
brainstorming round table session with 
all members led by CA Sathya Kumar.

The Tibetan Chamber of Commerce was 
voluntarily established during the first 
Tibetan business conference, organised 
by the Department of Finance, Central 
Tibetan Administration in June 2005. 

5th Education 
Council and Advisory 
Committee Meeting 

Held
The fifth Education Council and Advi-
sory Committee meeting was held at the 
Kashag secretariat hall on 17 April.

Sikyong Dr Lobsang Sangay inaugurat-
ed the meeting, accompanied by Geshe 
Lhakdor, Chairman of the council.

In his inaugural remarks, Sikyong Dr 
Lobsang Sangay emphasised the impor-
tance placed on education by the Kashag 
and expressed his sincere gratitude to 
the council for their consistent efforts in 
maximising the impact of Tibetan edu-
cation in exile.

Sikyong spoke about the basic educa-
tion policy of the Tibetan people and 
expressed frank opinions on the need to 
review teaching methods especially in 
light of the new education policy being 
imposed on an old system.  Sikyong also 
suggested segregating schools based on 
areas of academic specialisation and 
within the purview of student’s areas of 
interest and called for relaxation of extra 
burden on students.

“I think we should start establishing 
schools based on specialised subjects 
such as leadership, Tibetan language, 
science and commerce. so that children 
can focus on both personal interests and 
professional career choices from class 
six onwards. That way we could foster 
growth of more professionals and ex-
pertise on particular subjects within the 
community in the long run,” he said.

Sikyong further emphasised the need 
for secular ethics in Tibetan school cur-
riculum and recommended that Tibetan 
schools should take the lead in incorpo-
rating the curriculum on secular ethics 
being drafted jointly by His Holiness the 
Dalai Lama.

The education council and advisory 
committee is the chief decision-maker in 
the education system of Tibetan schools 
in exile.
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Two Tibetans Burn 
Themselves in Protest 

Against China
Two Tibetans self-immolated in an 
apparent protest against the brutal 
policies of the Chinese government in 
Tibet in the last two months.

First, 24-year old Pema Gyaltsen (also 
known as Pegyal) self-immolated on 
18 March  near Tsoga monastery in 
Nyagrong, Kham, eastern Tibet. 

And then, Wangchuk Tseten, a 30 year 
old father of three from Asey Gyechak 
nomadic region in Ngagrong county, 
Kardze (incorporated into China’s 
Sichuan province) set himself on fire on 
15 April 2017.

Sources from the Tibetan exile 
community said Pema Gyaltsen was 
taken to a hospital in Chengdu, the 
capital of Sichuan. One source said he 
later died, but the other said his contacts 
in the region believed he was still alive 
in hospital.

Whereas Wangchuk Tseten’s completely 
burned body was taken by Chinese 
police to an undisclosed location. His 
current physical condition is unknown. 
However, eyewitness accounts describe 
survival as a rare possibility. 

With the two latest self-immolation 
protests, at least 147 Tibetan have set 
themselves on fire in protest against the 
Chinese government in Tibet.

Most of the self-immolaters have called 
for the return of His Holiness the Dalai 
Lama to Tibet and freedom for Tibetans. 

Tibetan Electoral 
Review Committee 

Tables New Rules for 
Election

On the fifth day of the third session of 
the 16th Tibetan parliament, The Tibetan 
Electoral Review Committee chaired 
by Kalon Karma Yeshi of Department 
of Finance proposed a series of 
recommendations for amendments to be 
incorporated into the Tibetan electoral 
rules and regulations.

The committee put forward a set of 
amendments to over 29 articles in the 
Tibetan Electoral rules and regulations; 
155-point suggestions related to the 
Tibetan electoral rules and regulations; 
73 regarding Tibetan charter.

In response to the report, Sikyong Dr 
Lobsang Sangay called for a debate on 
the prospects and benefits of a single 
general election contrary to the two-step 
election process of preliminary and the 
final round as has been the precedent till 
date.

The recommendations–at the midst of its 
deliberations–are expected to culminate 
in new governing legislation for the 
Tibetan electoral process.

The parliamentary resolution to initiate 
reforms in the Tibetan electoral process 
was proposed by Sikyong Dr Lobsang 
Sangay and Kalon Ven Karma Gelek 
Yuthok during the 1st session of the 16th 
Tibetan Parliament in June 2016. The 
resolution was unanimously passed by 
the parliament, keeping in view of the 
strong opinions and suggestions raised 
from the public regarding unfortunate 
developments at the last election 
campaign.

As mandated by the Tibetan 
parliamentary resolution no 2016/16/1/5 
(9) of the 1st session of the 16th Tibetan 
parliament, Speaker and Deputy 
Speaker of the Tibetan Parliament 
appointed the members of the 
committee which includes: Kalon Mr 
Karma Yeshi, Election Commissioner 
Mr Sonam Choephel Shosur, Tibetan 

Parliamentarians Mr Pema Jungney, Ven 
Monlam Tharchin and Mr Gyarik Thar.

Since its commission on 14 June 2016, 
the committee has gathered scores of 
suggestions and views from Tibetan 
people across the spectrum.

DIIR Discusses 
Communications 
Strategy With ICT 
Communications 

Director
Media staff from Department of 
Information and International Relations 
(DIIR) headed by Secretary (equivalent) 
Dhardon Sharling held a meeting to 
discuss DIIR’s communications strategy 
with Ms Kate Saunders, Communications 
Director at International Campaign for 
Tibet (ICT) on 22 March.

During the discussion, Ms Saunders 
spoke about information as the new 
battleground and developing a fresh 
narrative to create a new Tibet strategy. 
She identified social media and the 
various open source websites as 
powerful tools in driving DIIR’s Tibet 
narrative on the global stage.

She also advised honing the skill of 
information dissemination and crafting 
content-driven stories with an emphasis 
on the three-point rule of- prioritising 
information, information gathering and 
ordering/structuring the information.

She further mentioned that time has 
come to look at the Tibet story beyond 
the parameters of rights framework and 
suggested using the aura of Tibetan 
Buddhism, the global attention on 
environment and resilience of Tibetans 
protecting their cultural identiy as a 
wellspring to drive the Tibet issue 
further.

She spoke on how one needs to contex-
tualise China’s Tibet policy, given the 
strategic and economic imperatives led 
by security architecture and also taking 
stock of Chinese President Xi Jinping’s 
belief that China’s national security is 
tied to Tibet’s stability.

Ms. Saunders said “When China seeks 
to subvert and distort global agenda 
internationally, Tibetans can shape and 
transform the China story and that can 
be achieved from standpoint of Tibetan 
identity.”

A writer and a journalist, Ms Saunders 
has specialised on Tibet for around 15 
years advising journalists, academics, 
parliamentarians and government 
ministries across the world. 
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Kashag Declares 2017 
as Year of  Campaign 

for Tibet
Dr Lobsang Sangay, President of the 
Central Tibetan Administration, in his 
statement on 10 March Tibetan National 
Uprising Day, declared 2017 as year of 
campaign for Tibet.

Sikyong Dr Lobsang Sangay recalled the 
sacrifices of the Tibetan men and women 
from the all three provinces who have 
bravely challenged the Chinese inva-
sion on this day in 1959 and condemned 
China for its continued repression in the 
face of the Tibetan people’s resilience 
and commitment to non-violence.

“Despite the repression and crackdown, 
Tibetans in Tibet have been at the fore-
front of the Tibetan freedom struggle to 
protect their political, social, cultural 
and environmental rights. Despite the 
increased repression and intensified 
crackdown, they have made clear their 
genuine aspirations, as reflected in the 
case of 145 self-immolations that called 
for “Freedom for Tibetans” and “Return 
of His Holiness the Dalai Lama to Ti-
bet.”

“Even today, as we speak there is a major 
military presence in Lhasa, the capital 
city of Tibet, and on March 3 this year, 
a 5000-strong army officers with a con-
voy of 1000 military vehicles conducted 
a massive military drill in Lhasa making 
it reminiscent of a war zone,” he said.
He further highlighted the severe human 
rights violations taking place inside Ti-
bet under the leadership of president Xi 
Jinping.

“The Chinese government under Presi-
dent Xi Jinping’s leadership has taken 
an alarming position on Tibet that states 
‘China’s security and stability is depen-
dent on Tibet’s security and stability,’ 
based on which individual Tibetans are 
having to ‘give up on their security in 
return for gaining harmony.’ Such strate-
gic approach warrants increased repres-
sion in Tibet.”

“A recent report issued by the Intermedi-
ate People’s Court of Tibet Autonomous 

Region (TAR) points to 1446 cases of 
detention and 1793 cases of indictment 
in TAR alone in the year 2016, in a 
widespread crackdown on Tibetans un-
der the pretext of punishing criminals.”

He also sought the world’s attention on 
issues such as Tibet’s environment and 
Tibetan education including the rights of 
advocates like Tashi Wangchuk. In light 
of these ongoing repression and viola-
tion of human rights in Tibet under the 
Chinese government, Sikyong declared 
2017 as ‘year of campaign’ to galvanise 
the global Tibetan movement to resolve 
the Tibet issue.

Sikyong emphaised the Kashag’s consis-
tent focus on the importance of women 
empowerment and gender equality, offi-
cially announcing 12 March as ‘Tibetan 
Women’s Day’.

Sikyong released a book titled ‘Tibet and 
Tibetan People’s Struggle’ a compilation 
of 10 March statements of His Holiness 
the Dalai Lama from 1961 – 2011.

Sikyong called on the Chinese leader-
ship to resume dialogue with the Tibetan 
representatives.

 “Given the international condemnation 
of China’s Tibet policies, we once again 
call on the Chinese leadership to review 
its wrong policies in Tibet and revisit Hu 
Yaobong initiated liberal policies on Ti-
betan people. Ultimately the Tibet issue 
can be best resolved by adhering to the 
win-win proposition of the Middle Way 
Approach and resuming dialogue with 
the envoys of His Holiness the Dalai 
Lama as reiterated by the US Govern-
ment and European Parliament.”

Thousands of Tibetans and supporters 
have gathered at the Tsuglagkhang to 
mark the 58th anniversary of the Tibetan 
National Uprising day.

The chief guest at the function was Dr 
Arno Kompatscher, President of South 
Tyroll, an autonomous region in north-
ern Italy. Other high level guests include 
Mr Michel Raison, President of Tibet 
Group in the French senate, Mr Andre 
Gattolin, French senator and Mr Consi-
glio Di Nino, (retd) Canadian Senator.

Tibetan Parliament 
Holds Budget Session 

for Financial Year 
2017 – 2018

The budget session for the financial year 
2017-2018 of the Tibetan Parliament-in-
Exile was held from 14 - 25 March. It 
was the third session of the 16th Tibetan 
Parliament.

Speaker Khenpo Sonam Tenphel, in 
his opening remarks, offered deepest 
gratitude and heartfelt devotion to 
Tibetan spiritual leader His Holiness 
the Dalai Lama for his tireless efforts 
in restoring freedom for Tibetans and 
peace in the world.

In view of the deteriorating situation 
inside Tibet, the speaker reiterated 
Tibetan appeal to the Chinese 
government to resume the stalled 
dialogue with the representatives of His 
Holiness the Dalai Lama and to address 
the grievances of the Tibetan people.

“Tensions inside Tibet are at their 
highest in years after a spate of protests 
and self-immolations by Tibetans, 
which have further resulted in an 
intensified security crackdown in Tibet. 
Arbitrary detentions, torture in custody, 
hate speech against the Dalai Lama and 
Tibetan representatives, restrictions to 
freedom of expression and assembly are 
just a few examples of the abuses that 
the Tibetans inside Tibet are subjected to 
on a regular basis,” Speaker said, adding 
that the Tibetan Parliament would 
deliberate on the situation inside Tibet 
to mitigate their sufferings.

The speaker also expressed his hope 
over the situation in Tibet with Chinese 
Premier Xi Jinping at his second term 
and the recent mention of Tibet at the 
fifth session of China’s 12th National 
People’s Congress by Chinese Premier 
Li Keqiang.

“This could a favourable sign that China 
may be willing to reverse its policies on 
Tibet and with Xi Jinping’s assuming 
presidency for the second term, I hope 
it will usher in a realistic and more open 
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approach to Tibet,” he said.

In his remarks, Speaker Khenpo Sonam 
Tenphel thanked the Kashag, members 
of organising committee of the 34th 
Kalachakra and sponsors for organising 
the 34th Kalachakra at Bodh Gaya. He 
remarked that the Kalachakra Initiation 
was exceptionally auspicious with His 
Holiness reaffirming to live for more 
than a hundred years.

The session passed resolutions to 
mourn the demise of two former 
members of Tibetan parliament: Late 
Mr Namgyal Wangdu; Mr Rigzin and 
former Secretary Mr Ngawang Dhondup 
Narkyid; Tibetan self-immolator Tashi 
Rabten. It also passed one resolution to 
express solidarity with the sufferings of 
the Tibetans inside Tibet.

One of the major function performed by 
the parliament during the session was 
the approval of a consolidated budget 
of 2,43,98,02,997 INR proposed by the 
Kashag for the activities and functions 
of the various departments and offices of 
the Central Tibetan Administration.

The session also held a comprehensive 
discussion and deliberation on the issue 
of reforms in the Tibetan electoral 
system. An electoral reforms committee 
- constituted by the Kashag - have 
proposed a list of recommendations to 
the parliament after an in-depth analysis 
and correspondence with the public to 
solicit their suggestions and opinions on 
the matter.

Visitors at the parliament during the 
session include a high level delegation 
of Parliamentarians from Europe, 
Canada, France etc.

Two-day Thank You India Program 
Held in Chennai

A two-day Thank You India program 
was organised by DIIR’s Tibet Museum 
and India-Tibet Coordination Office 
based in Delhi from 24 - 25 March at 
Madras University, Chennai.

The program was attended by at least 
several hundred people inlcuding 
professors and students from the 
University and public from nearby 
areas. The program also included panel 
discussions, cultural performances and a 
photo exhibition on Tibet.

Speakers at the program include eminent 
Tibet scholar Claude Arpi, Brigadier 
(rtd) R S Vasan, Dr Sonika Gupta from 
Madras University, Dr Bernard D’Sami 
from Loyola College, Ven Geshe Nyima 
Tashi, academic head of Sera Jey 
monastery and Dr Dorje Rapten from the 
Mentsekhang clinic based in Bangalore.

Dr Ramumanivannan, professor of 
social science at Madras University, 
delivered the introductory remarks of 
the ceremony.

The keynote speaker at the concluding 
session was Tibet scholar Claude 
Arpi who spoke on the geopolitical 
significance of Tibet to India and other 
Asian countries. He underlined Tibet as 
the source of ten major rivers of Asia on 
which over 1.3 billion people depend for 
livelihood.

He also shed light on China’s rapid 
industrialization and mining of the 
Tibetan plateau, which is resulting in 

severe pollution of the pristine Tibetan 
rivers leading to disastrous effects on 
people living downstream.

Naval Brigadier (rtd) R S Vasan spoke 
about the expansionist policies of China 
judging from the Chinese government’s 
aggressive postures in the South China 
Sea. He also spoke about the growing 
network of railway lines in China which 
he called was build solely to facilitate 
rapid reinforcements to aid military 
objectives.

Dr Bernard D’Sami, professor at 
Loyolla College spoke about Tibet from 
the parameters of human rights and the 
violation of these fundamental rights 
by China in Tibet. He called on China 
to allow Tibetans to freely practise their 
culture and religion and, paid tributes to 
the sacrifices of the 146 self-immolators 
who sacrificed their lives for the Tibet 
cause.

Dr Sonika Gupta from Madras University 
spoke about the Central Tibetan 
Administration and the democratic 
evolution of the Tibetan polity.

Geshe Nyima Tashi from Sera Jey spoke 
about the rich historical bond shared by 
Tibet and India by emphasising the links 
between Nalanda University of ancient 
India and Tibetan Buddhism.

Doctor Dorji Rapten spoke about the 
rich Tibetan medical tradition of healing. 
The talks were followed by a question 
and answer session with the audience.
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Mentseekhang Marks 101st Founding Anniversary

Mentseekhang, the premier institute for 
traditional Tibetan medicine and astrol-
ogy marked its 101 anniversary of es-
tablishment by the 13th Dalai Lama in 
Lhasa, Tibet in 1916.

The event also marked 56 years of 
re-establishing Men-Tsee-Khang by 
His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama in 
Dharamshala, India and 321 years of es-
tablishing the Chagpori Medical College 
in Lhasa, Tibet by His Holiness the fifth 
Dalai Lama.

The chief guest at the ceremony Sikyong 
Dr Lobsang Sangay, accompanied by 
Kalon Choekyong Wangchuk, Depart-
ment of Health, Other dignitaries at the 
ceremony include Mr Kargyu Dhondup, 
Chief Justice Commissioner, Justice 
Commissioners: Ngawang Choedak 
Choetri Tengpa and Dr Ngawang Rab-
gyal, Secretaries of various departments 
of the Central Tibetan Administration 
and Tibetan Parliamentarians.

In his inaugural address to the gathering 
comprising of Tibetan doctors, astrolo-
gers and students, Sikyong Dr Lobsang 
urged them to strive towards delivering 
quality healthcare service with morals of 
compassion and altruism. He urged the 
institute to work towards keeping its leg-
acy alive to continue to serve humanity.
We must not forget the aims and inten-
tions of the founding members of the 
institution when they first started their 
work in preserving our traditional medi-
cal system as per His Holiness’s wishes. 
Keeping that in mind, doctors and staff 

currently working must work with same 
dedication, compassion and spirit of al-
truism. if we do that it would add to the 
already improving healthcare system.”

Sikyong recollected the early reestab-
lishment of Mentsee Khang in Dharam-
shala by His Holiness the Dalai Lama 
56 years ago with only one doctor and 
four students. Today the institute has 
grown into a premier medical institute 
with strength of 697 employees and stu-
dents and 55 branch clinics in India and 
abroad.

Speaking at the inauguration, Health 
Kalon Choekyong Wangchuk acknowl-
edged the immense work done by the 
institute and the success it had achieved 
in the last 101 years.The mentsee khang 
should continue to serve the health care 
needs of the Tibetan community with the 
joint efforts of traditional Tibetan medi-
cine and western medicine, he said.

Kalon Choekyong Wangchuk stressed 
the need for more research work to keep 
it going with the time. “It should also 
look into the possibilities of enhanc-
ing its awareness drives by combining 
both the modern and traditional systems 
while educating the populace of schools 
and monasteries.”

During the ceremony, graduating stu-
dents were awarded certificates and 
several members of the institute were 
presented mementos of appreciation for 
their service.

Sikyong Dr Lobsang Sangay addressing the inaugural ceremony of the 101st founding 
anniversary of Mentsee Khang, 30 March 2017.

Finance Kalon Visits 
Tibetan Communities 

in Northeast India
Finance Kalon Mr Karma Yeshi 
visited the Tibetan communities and 
settlements in northeast India as part 
of 15th Kashag’s efforts to reach out to 
Tibetans in all parts of India.

He visited the Tibetan communities 
and settlements in Gangtok, Ravangla, 
Darjeeling, Sonada, Siliguri, and 
Kalimpong.

During his visit, he met teachers, 
students, monks, nuns and the general 
public. He spoke about the Kashag’s five-
fifty strategy, importance of education, 
sustenence of Tibetan settlement, CTA’s 
loan scheme for Tibetan sweater sellers, 
etc.

Health Kalon Visits 
Tibetan Settlements in 
Mandi and Tso pema

Health Kalon Choekyong Wangchuk 
visited Tashiling Tibetan settlement in 
Pandoh near Mandi on 19 April. The 
settlement officer and representatives of 
Tibetan organisations welcomed him.

On 20 April, Health Kalon gave a pub-
lic talk and interacted with the residents, 
followed by an inspection to the settle-
ment. In the afternoon, he visited the 
scattered Tibetan communities in Man-
di and Sundernagar. He also met Ms 
Neelam Sharma, President of the region-
al Indo-Tibetan Friendship Association.

In the evening of the same day, he vis-
ited Tso pema where he was welcomed 
by the Tibetan coordinator and chairman 
of the local Tibetan Assembly.

On 21 April, he gave a public talk to the 
Tibetan community of Tso Pema, fol-
lowed by an interactive Q/A session.

For detailed news visit:

www.tibet.net
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Sikyong Meets with 
Members of  Swiss 

Parliament
Sikyong Dr Lobsang Sangay received a 
six-member delegation of Swiss parlia-
mentarians at the Kashag secretariat on 
27 March. He discussed the geopolitical 
concerns associated with the Tibet issue 
and the welfare of the Tibetan people.

He urged the MPs to support China-
Tibet dialogue based on CTA’s Middle 
Way Policy. He pointed that the Middle 
Way Policy calls for genuine autonomy 
for Tibetan people under the PRC, and 
does not contradict the One China Pol-
icy.

Sikyong recalled the remarks made by 
US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson on 
encouraging dialogue between Beijing 
and Representatives of Tibet’s ‘Govern-
ment in Exile’ and/or the Dalai Lama. 
Tillerson had stressed, in connection 
with his Senate confirmation hearing, 
that he will “encourage Beijing and the 
Governments of all nations to respect 
and preserve the distinct religious, lin-
guistic, and cultural identity of the Ti-
betan people worldwide.”

He also called their attention on envi-
ronmental issues such as depletion of 
Tibet’s ecology and its looming impact 
on Asia and Europe.

In light of these ongoing environmen-
tal and human rights violation in Tibet 
under the Chinese government, Sikyong 
informed that Kashag has declared 2017 
as ‘year of campaign’ to galvanise the 
global Tibetan movement to resolve the 
Tibet issue.

Sikyong also apprised the delegation 
on CTA’s year of gratitude campaign in 
2018, which will highlight Tibetan peo-
ple’s immense gratitude towards gov-
ernments around the world, particularly 
India for hosting His Holiness the Dalai 
Lama and the Tibetan community for the 
last sixty years.

The Parliamentary delegation include 
Maya Gref, MP, Green Party, Rosmarie 
Quadranti, MP, Civil Democratic Party, 

Marianne Streiff, MP, EPP, Prisca Birrer 
Heimo, MP, Social Democratic Party, 
Barbara Gysi, MP, SP SG, Gina Ruets-
chi, MP, District Council: KR.

President of Swiss Tibet Friendship, 
Thomas Buchli, Vice President Lhawa-
ng Norkhangsar, Pasang Bartschi, board 
member, Swiss Tibet Friendship, Mem-
bers of Tibetan parliament: Ven Thupten 
Wangchen and Jampa Tsering Samdho, 
Representative Ngodup Dorjee, Office 
of Tibet Geneva, Garne Deki, Execu-
tive member of Tibetan community in 
Switzerland and Liechtenstein were also 
present with the delegation.

Religion Kalon 
Attends Golden Jubilee 
Celebration of  Paonta 

Cholsum
Home Kalon Mr Sonam Topgyal 
Khorlatsang attended the 50th founding 
anniversary celebration of Paonta 
Cholsum Tibetan settlement on 21 April.

Other dignitaries include Khenpo Sonam 
Tenphel, Speaker of Tibetan Parliament 
in exile as the Guest of Honour and Shri. 
Krinesh Jung, MLA of Paonta area as 
the Special Guest. Also present were 
DSP, SDM of Paonta Sahib, Mr. Wangdu 
Tsering, TIPA director and settlement 
officers of nearby settlements.

The program began with lighting of 
butter lamp by the Chief Guest and 
offering of khatak to the portrait of His 
Holiness the Dalai Lama followed by 
singing of Tibetan and Indian national 
anthem. 

Mr. Gelek Jamyang, Settlement Officer 
of Paonta Cholsum Tibetan settlement 
read out a brief introduction of the 
settlement.

Shri. Krinesh Jung, MLA extended his 
heartiest greetings on behalf of Hon’ble 
Chief Minister Shri. Virbhadra Singh 
and Himachal Pradesh.

Home Kalon, in his address, thanked the 
Government of India and particularly 
Himachal Government for the timely 
assistance and for making our stay 
comfortable. Also, thanked the 
dignitaries for making their precious 
time available for the auspicious 
occasion to celebrate the golden jubilee 
of the settlement.

Kalon further informed that the 
celebration of fifty years is a time to 
reflect upon the achievements and 
shortfalls. 

He stressed on the importance of 
education and educating our future 
generaion, we can hope for a better 
future and regain our country back. He 
recalled that we have to return to Tibet 
and fulfill the aspirations of Tibetans 
inside Tibet; But if have to live in exile 
for another fifty years than we have to 
live on the same land and work towards 
making our settlements sustainable.

Khenpo Sonam Tenphel spoke about the 
grave situation in Tibet and repressive 
policies of the Chinese authoritarian 
government. He paid tributes to His 
Holiness the Dalai Lama and the Indian 
government for the success of the 
Tibetan settlements 

“During these fifty years we have 
preserved our religion, culture, 
language, and identity. On one hand fifty 
years is not a long time but in one’s life 
fifty years is half of human life span,” 
he said.

He emphasised collective actions and 
efforts in resolving the issue of Tibet.
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Chorig Kalon Visits 
Norbulingka Institute 

in Dharamshala
Kalon Karma Gelek Yuthok of the 
Department of Religion and Culture, 
visited Norbu Lingka Institute based 
near lower Dharamshala on 17 April. 

Kalon has earlier visited the various 
Tibetan monasteries in Dehradun, 
Dolanji, Hunsur, Mundgod, Bylakuppe, 
Mainpat, Odisha, Kollegal and Bhandara. 
The visits are part of the department’s 
efforts to ascertain the ground situation 
and functioning of these institutes.

Kalon was welcomed at the institute 
by Director Mr Dechen Namgyal and 
Secretary Mr Tsering Phunstok. Kalon 
first inspected the restaurant and hotel 
of the institute, followed by visits to 
other sections including wood carving, 
wood painting, tailoring, weaving, 
Thangka painting, statue making, etc. 
He interacted with the students, teachers 
and the artisans about their work and 
facilities.

Kalon then visited the Norbulingka staff 
quarter, crèche and kitchen followed by 
a meeting with Norling President Kasur 
Kalsang Yeshe over lunch.

After lunch, Kalon held a general 
meeting with the staff and students of 
the institute. 

During the meeting, Kalon expressed his 
satisfaction at the successful functioning 
of the institute and stated that the 
knowledge of arts and crafts the institute 
imparts help in the preservation of 
Tibetan culture and in transforming the 
Tibetan community into a self-sufficient 
one.

Choktrin Gyatso, a monk from Tsang 
monastery in Domey, was released from 
Chinese imprisonment on 15 April on 
year before  completing his full prison 
sentence. 

Choktrin Gyatso was sentenced to ten 

years imprisonment after he took part 
in the 2008 Tibetan national uprising 
against the brutal policies of the Chinese 
government.

He was reportedly released from prison 
around 5:00 pm on 15 April from a Chi-
nese prison in Siling (Ch:Xining) the 
provincial capital of Qinghai. His family 
and relatives were warned in advance by 
authorities not to film his return or wel-
come him with celebrations.

Choktrin Gyatso also known as Choktrul 
Gyatso hails from Arik village in Malho 
Autonomous Prefecture (incorporated 
into China’s Qinghai province). He is 
the fifth child from the nine children 
born to late Lobe and Tsering Dolma.

He is currently 44-years-old and is a for-
mer monk of Sera monastery in India He 
studied at Sera for over three years from 
2002 before returning to Tibet.

He is reported to be in good physical 
condition.

Tibetan Monk 
Released From Prison

Education Kalon Visits 
Ottawa, Canada

Education Kalon Mr. Ngodup Tsering, 
completed a successful three-day visit to 
Ottawa, the capital city of Canada from 
5 - 8 March 2017. He was accompanied 
by Kaydor Aukatsang, Chief Resilience 
Officer of CTA.

The purpose of the visit was to brief 
government donors, Parliamentarians 
and supporters on the progress and ac-
complishments of the two-year CA$2 
million Canadian government-fund-
ed Improving Education Quality and 
Learning for Tibetan Children in India 
and Nepal (IQEL) project. The project 
started on April 1, 2015 and is expected 
to be completed by June 2017.

IEQL implemented by CTA’s Depart-
ment of Education (DoE) in partner-
ship with AgriTeam, CTA’s Canadian 
partner, provided training to over 1000 
teachers and school principals in mod-
ern pedagogy and Tibetan language. 
The program enabled DoE to increase 
professional development opportunities; 

improve curricula, teaching and learn-
ing materials; support activities that 
strengthen science education; increase 
parental involvement in schools; im-
prove test preparation skills and invest 
in critical facility improvement and ba-
sic operations support for vulnerable Ti-
betan schools in India and Nepal.

Kungo Kalon and Kaydor met with 
members of the Canadian Parliament, 
members of the government program 
staff overseeing the program, other of-
ficials, and staff and management of 
AgriTeam. A major objective of the visit 
was to help build a case for continued 
support and investment in the education 
of Tibetan children and schools in India 
and Nepal.  The visit was hosted by Ag-
riTeam.

Tibet Interest Group 
Discusses Forthcoming 

Activities
European Parliament’s Tibet Interest 
Group met for its regular monthly 
meeting on 25 April.

It was chaired by MEP Thomas Mann, 
accompanied by MEPs Csaba Sogor, 
Scott-Cato, Tunne Kelam and the staff 
of Bureau du Tibet and other Assistants 
in total numbering around 25.

Among the important businesses of 
the meeting, forthcoming EU and EP 
related activities were discussed and 
confirmed. When the floor was given to 
Representative Tashi Phuntsok, he first 
of all recalled the day of birth of Panchen 
Rinpoche and urged all to remember and 
pray for his well being.

The forthcoming visit to Dharamsala 
from May 21 – 26 by Parliamentary 
Assistants, numbering 8, was confirmed. 
The meeting was also informed about 
Tibet Solidarity Campaign by a group 
of Tibetans from Switzerland on May 02 
and 03 in front of the EU and  the EP.

In keeping with the calendar of the 
European Parliament and past tradition, 
the annual birthday reception of His 
Holiness the Dalai Lama was confirmed 
on Tuesday 27 June.
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Kyabje Jetsun Lobsang Tenzin Rinpoche, 
the 103rd Gaden Tripa. Rinpoche passed 
away at 11.45 pm on 21 April at Max 
Hospital in New Delhi after a prolonged 
illness. He was 80.

“On behalf of the Central Tibetan 
Administration, the Kashag would like 
to offer its profound condolences to 
all the members of the three principal 
monastic seats of Sera, Drepung and 
Gaden. We pray for Rinpoche’s swift 
rebirth so that he can continue his noble 
teachings and dharma activities for the 
benefit of all sentient beings,” Kashag 
said, in a condolence letter.

Honourable President of the Central 
Tibetan Administration Dr Lobsang 
Sangay said also offered his prayers to 
comndole the demise of Rinpoche.

“With profound sadness, I on behalf 
of all Tibetans pray that Kyabje Jetsun 
Lobsang Tenzin Rinpoche will be reborn 
and carry forward his mission to spread 
the teachings of Lord Buddha and His 
Holiness the Dalai Lama.”

“May he be reborn in Tibet, the land of 
snow,” Sikyong added.

The Central Tibetan Administration also 
held a prayer service on 24 April, and 
closed all its offices from afternoon in 
mourning.

In October last year, His Holiness the 
Dalai Lama appointed Kyabje Jetsun 
Lobsang Tenzin to the 103rd Gaden 
Tripa, the spiritual head of Gelug order 
of the Tibetan Buddhism.

The appointment came after successful 
completion of the 7-year tenure of 
former Gaden Tripa, Kyabje Rizong Sey 
Thubten Nyima Lungtok Tenzin Norbu.

The enthronement ceremony of the 103rd 
Gaden Tripa took place on 5 November 
2016 at Gaden Trithok Khang, the office 
and residence of the Gaden Tripa in 
Tibetan Settlement, Mundgod.

The Gaden Tripa ‘Holder of the Ganden 
Throne’ is the title of the spiritual 
leader of the Gelug school of Tibetan 
Buddhism. Je Tsongkhapa (1357–1419), 
who founded the Gelug school was the 
first Ganden Tripa. The lineage has, 
since, been held by the Ganden Tripas.

The Ganden Tripa is an automatic 
appointment occurring once every 7 
years, from one or the other of these two 
Chojeys on an alternating basis.

This appointment follows a confirmation 
from His Holiness the Dalai Lama who 
publicly announces the appointment or 
nomination at the time of changeover.

Brief Biography of 103rd 
Gaden Tripa

In 1937, Kyabje Sharpa Chojey Jetsun 
Lobsang Tenzin was born to the Sesha 
clan at Yara village in the Dechen District 
in Eastern Tibet, located southeast of 
the Yagra Tsem monastery. At the age 
of 9 he joined the Tsem monastery 
where he received his primary and basic 
education. Thereafter, he joined the 
Drepung Loseling Monastic University 
for his higher education where he 
received various teachings from reputed 
spiritual masters like Venerable Khensur 
Pema Gyaltsen, Shakor Khen Rinpoche 
Nyima Gyaltsen, Kyabje Denma Lochoe 
Rinpoche, Tehor Gen Lobsang Dhondup, 
to name a few. He also received many 
teachings of His Holiness the Dalai 
Lama and his two supreme tutors.

In 1959, Kyabje followed His Holiness 
the Dalai Lama into exile and continued 
his studies at Buxar. In 1964 he took full 
ordination vows (Bhikshu) from His 
Holiness the Dalai Lama at Dharamshala. 
With most major monasteries being 
relocated in South India, Kyabje served 
the Drepung Loseling monastery in 
various capacities.

In 1982, he was awarded the Geshe 
Lharampa Degree, the equivalent of a 
doctorate in philosophy and the highest 
degree of training in Tibetan Buddhism. 
In 1983, he joined Gyuto Tantric 
Monastery for advanced Tantric studies. 
From 1987-89, he served as the chief 
disciplinarian of Drepung Tsokchen and 
Loseling monastery.

In 1990, His Holiness the Dalai Lama 
appointed him as the Lama Umse, the 
assistant abbot of Gyuto Monastery 
and later promoted him to the post of 
119th abbot of Gyuto monastery in 
1993. After completing his tenure as 
abbot, he returned to Drepung Loseling 
Monastery to continue to teach and train 
monks for the Geshe degree. In 2003, 
he was formally enthroned as Sharpa 
Chojey at the Gaden monastery.

103rd Gaden Tripa Kyabje Jetsun Lobsang Tenzin Rinpoche Passes Away

103rd Gaden Tripa Kyabje Jetsun Lobsang Tenzin Rinpoche.
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Decoding China’s Overreaction Against His Holiness the Dalai Lama’s 
Arunachal Pradesh Visit                    

The month of April began with the 
His Holiness the Dalai Lama’s visit to 
Arunachal Pradesh from 2 – 12 April 
2017. While this was not His Holiness’ 
first visit to the state, it caught the me-
dia frenzy primarily because of China’s 
overreaction and angry protests stem-
ming from a misplaced notion of fear 
and suspicion.

Arunachal Pradesh - particularly the re-
gion of Tawang inhabited by the Mon 
tribe who are predominantly Buddhists 
revere the Dalai Lamas as their spiri-
tual root teacher. This devotion was in 
evidence during His Holiness the Dalai 
Lama’s visit when ten thousands of lo-
cal people gathered, with smiles on their 
face and white scarves and incense in 
their hands, to welcome His Holiness to 
the state. 

In fact, people came in droves not only 
from local areas but also traversed 
mountains from far-flung areas such as 
Bhutan and the entire Himalayan sub-
region.

The fact that this vast extant of the spiri-
tual power of His Holiness the Dalai 
Lama was on full display during the re-
ligious visit could factor in in provok-
ing China’s vitriolic reaction. Other than 
that, it is difficult to understand why 
Beijing was so worked up over a spiri-
tual visit by a spiritually revered leader. 

Although China’s scathing remarks on 
anything related to His Holiness is noth-

ing new, this time however, the reaction 
was notably more incendiary than in the 
past.

Taking due cognizance of the acrimoni-
ous Chinese response, the Indian gov-
ernment explicitly stated that the visit 
was purely religious and spiritual in na-
ture.

Notwithstanding the reasoning by In-
dian Government, the Chinese govern-
ment, far from being mollified, went 
on to publish a provocative editorial on 
Global Times, a state sponsored English 
daily, warning India of a ‘geopolitical 
onslaught from an economically and 
militarily stronger China’ for allowing 
the visit.

A more ominous reason for China’s vit-
riol could also be the growing promi-
nence of the issue of the 15th Dalai 
Lama. Tawang is not only a place with 
strong spiritual connection with Tibet 
but is also the birthplace of the sixth Da-
lai Lama, Tsangyang Gyatso. Therefore, 
the probability of Tawang emerging as 
an important factor in the Dalai Lama’s 
succession plan could wreak havoc in 
China’s grand plan of ruling Tibet by re-
incarnation.

An internal assessment made by the 
Chinese Communist Party pointed that 
China cannot rule Tibet and the Tibetan 
people forever, if devoid of the Dalai 
Lama’s leverage. Therefore, the issue 
of the 15th Dalai Lama has gained even 

more importance to address China’s le-
gitimacy over Tibet or the lack thereof.

Probably sensing this future manipula-
tion of the succession issue by China to 
serve its vested interests, His Holiness 
the Dalai Lama announced during the 
visit that the ‘the Tibetan people would 
decide whether or not to continue with 
the institution of the Dalai Lama.’

Amid all the clamor over His Holiness 
the Dalai Lama’s Arunachal Pradesh 
visit, however one thing is clear: the 
Chinese government has without their 
slightest intention brought the Tibet is-
sue into the global spotlight and to a 
whole new generation of Indians.
 
The unavoidable irony is that His Holi-
ness the Dalai Lama, one of the leading 
luminaries of non violence and compas-
sion, could carry out his spiritual ac-
tivities in complete freedom just a few 
miles across the Chinese controlled Ti-
betan borders, stands in stark contrast 
with the situation inside Chinese occu-
pied Tibet. This irony was not lost on 
people of Arunachal Pradesh and India, 
who steadfastly rejected the Chinese in-
fringement over their territorial sover-
eignty

At the recent conferment of M L Son-
dhi Prize for International Politics to His 
Holiness the Dalai Lama, while field-
ing media queries on China lambasting 
India over his Arunachal Pradesh visit, 
His Holiness termed the reaction from 
the Chinese side as really “unusual” and 
“strange” and let humor get the better of 
him and said “while I was in Tawang, 
no Chinese intrusion took place; other-
wise this would prompt me to flee from 
Tawang.”

Therefore the magnanimity of the exalt-
ed personality such as His Holiness the 
Dalai Lama serves as an antidote to the 
timorous behavior of a supposedly su-
perpower, military giant such as China. 
It’s time China takes a cue from His Ho-
liness’ towering benevolence and finds a 
cure to their cowering comportment. 

His Holiness the Dalai Lama waving to a crowd of 20,000 gathered to attend his teaching in Dirang, 
Arunachal Pradesh. Photo/OHHDL

  Jamphel Shonu
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CTA Launches 10 Crore Loan Scheme to Tibetan Sweater Sellers 
Sikyong Dr Lobsang Sangay announced 
the launch of a 10-Crore loan scheme 
for Tibetan sweater sellers at a press 
conference held at DIIR’s Lhakpa 
Tsering memorial hall on 6 April. The 
scheme is being initiated under the 
banner ‘Tibetan Hosiery Traders Loan- 
2017’ by Department of Finance, Central 
Tibetan Administration.

Sikyong said that the pilot loan scheme 
is aimed at providing relief to the 
seasonal Tibetan hosiery and sweater 
traders, who make up about 45% of the 
Tibetans living in India.

“Many of these traders are either under 
or unbanked, do not have much capital 
of their own and are borrowing from 
unorganised sectors at a high cost. 
Therefore, this scheme is announced to 
minimise their financial constraints in 
carrying out their seasonal trades,” he 
said.

The 10-Crore rupees would be broken 
into 1 Lakh each and distributed to 
approximately 1000 Tibetan sweater 
sellers. The loans are allotted for a six-
month duration with a relatively low 
interest rate of 3%. The borrowers are 
encouraged to repay the loans within 
the six months, failing which the interest 
rates are slated to increase dramatically.

The respective Tibetan settlement 
officers and regional sweater sellers 
associations and individual sellers shall 
play a key role in the disbursement 
and repayment process, according to a 
press release issued by the department. 
However, the Social and Resource 
Development (SARD) of the Department 
of Finance, CTA will be the institutional 
agent to manage the project.

The loan scheme has been decided 
following a detailed market research, 
expert consultations and need analysis 
of Tibetan sweater sellers.

The 10-crore loan scheme is primarily 
funded by USAID, which has 
contributed 800 Lakhs while the 
remaining 200 Lakhs were raised by the 
finance department itself.

Sikyong Dr Lobsang Sangay flanked by Finance Kalon Karma Yeshi and Finance Secretary Trinley 
Gyatso announcing the loan scheme at the press conference.

Sikyong Attends First Special Conference of  All 
India Tibetan Refugee Trader’s Association

With regard to the CTA’s loan scheme 
for Tibetan sweater sellers, Sikyong 
Dr Lobsang Sangay visited the ‘First 
Special Conference of All India Tibetan 
Refugee Trader’s Association’ in 
Ludhiana on 12 April.

Sikyong explained the objectives of the 
scheme and said: “This loan is especially 
for those with low capital, new to the 
trade, and are unable to get loan from 
banks and also to matriarchal families. 
Therefore, the fund would be equally be 
distributed.”

Sikyong further explained that the socio-
economic empowerment initiatives 
of CTA fit under the framework of 
Kashang’s five-fifty vision that foresees 
strengthening and sustaining Central 
Tibetan Administation and achieving a 
self-reliant exile Tibetan community.

Other CTA dignitaries at the conference 
include Kalon for Department of Finance 
Karma Yeshi, Planning Commissioner 
Dr. Konchuk Tsundue and SARD 
Director / Chief Resilience Officer 
Kaydor Aukatsang.

The executive body of Lala Tibetan 
Hosiery Association, the executive head 
of National Sweater Association and over 
300 Tibetan sweater sellers representing 
164 Sweater Assocaitions converged 
in Ludhiana for the conference. The 
National Sweater Association currently 
consists of 164 recognised Sweater 
Associations under its umbrella.

The loan scheme, if availed by the 
targeted number of families, is expected 
to generate around INR 30 lakh and CTA 
as its next step would launch similar 
schemes for summer sweater sellers and 
farmers.
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Remembering Panchen Lama on his 28th Birthday

25th April the Tibetan Advocacy orga-
nizations and international rights groups 
called on China to release the 11th Pan-
chen Lama, Gedhun Choekyi Nyima.

Many of us know how a birthday should 
be celebrated. It is a special and joyous 
occasion that comes once a year. An oc-
casion that brings out the happiness in 
people in celebration of the day the par-
ticular person was born. But it is not so 
for Gedhun Choekyi Nyima. Abducted 
by the Chinese Government at the age 
of 6, he now holds the title of being the 
"longest serving political prisoner". The 
luxury of celebrating his birthday like 
we do is unknown to us.

Gedhun Choekyi Nyima was born on 
25th April, 1989, in the Lhari County 
of Tibet. He was born on the exact same 
year which marked the passing away of 
the 10th Panchen Lama. Soon after his 
demise the search for his reincarnation 
unfolded which is said to be mired in 
mystery and controversy. On the 14th of 
May 1995, His Holiness the 14th Dalai 
Lama after private conversations with 
Chadrel Rinpoche, head of the Panchen 
Lama search committee, named Ged-
hun Choekyi Nyima as the incarnation 
of the 10th Panchen Lama. Three days 
later, Gedhun Choekyi Nyima was taken 
into custody by the Chinese authorities 
never to be seen again in public. Such is 

the plight of the second highest ranking 
spiritual leader of Tibetans all over the 
world.

April 25th every year brings us more 
sorrow than joy knowing that Gedhun 
Choekyi Nyima is still being held cap-
tive under the watchful eyes of the Chi-
nese Government. He turns 28 this year 
and, according to the normal System in 
Tibetan Buddhism, is supposed to have 
achieved or is  undergoing preparations 
for the examination of Geshe Lharampa, 
the doctorate (similar to PhD) in Bud-
dhist Philosophy. The world has no in-
formation whatsoever if he is receiving 
this type of cultural education of not. 
For instance, the report of the Special 
Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion or 
Belief presented to the Seventh Session 
of the Human Rights Council clearly 
stated that: "The Chinese Government 
indicated that Gedhun Choekyi Nyima 
is leading a normal life and receiving 
a good cultural education and that his 
family and he do not want their normal 
routine to be disturbed".

His Holiness the Dalai Lamas and the 
Panchen Lamas played a vital role in 
each other’s life and in Tibet at large. 
Both lineages of these pre-eminent la-
mas have not only made tremendous 
contributions to the spiritual and physi-
cal well-being of Tibetans, but also in 

the socio-economic, cultural and po-
litical fields of the Tibetan people in 
Tibet. The relationship between the 
two lamas is unique since each lama is 
not only involved in the search for the 
other’s reincarnation, but also assumes 
the interchangeable role as Disciple and 
Teacher to each other. This is why it is 
important that Gedhun Choekyi Nyima 
receives the proper education necessary 
to appoint the next incarnation of the His 
Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama and con-
sequently guide him through the Tibetan 
philosophy as a teacher.

Literally, no one, which encompasses- 
government bodies, concerned organi-
zations and support groups, including 
United Nations personnel, have been al-
lowed to see the Panchen Lama. China 
continues to ignore their proposal and 
hence guiding his existence to obscurity. 
But this growing obscurity has in fact at-
tracted a lot of attention from people all 
over the world. More and more people, 
organizations, support groups and gov-
ernment bodies are coming together to 
appeal for the release of Gedhun Choekyi 
Nyima. The 11th Panchen Lama will al-
ways be in the prayers of many and act 
as a light of hope that one day he will be 
allowed into the free world. 

Such is the plight of the 11th Panchen 
Lama.

Tenzin Kunga
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Statement of  Sikyong on the 58th Anniversary of  
Tibetan National Uprising Day

On this day, in 1959, Tibetans from 
across the social spectrum rose up to 
stage a defiant yet peaceful uprising 
against the illegal occupation of Tibet by 
the People’s Republic of China. Today, 
as we commemorate the fifty-eighth an-
niversary of the Tibetan National Upris-
ing Day, we remember and pay tribute to 
all those who have sacrificed their lives 
for our nation’s struggle. Till date, an es-
timated million Tibetans have perished 
and 98% of monasteries were destroyed 
under the Chinese occupation.

Although, today is a time for us to 
mourn, however there are reasons for 
us to be proud and hopeful. Hopeful of 
the fact that on this historic day, Tibetan 
men and women from all three prov-
inces marched in unison, bravely chal-
lenging Chinese invasion by raising the 
slogans…. “Tibet belongs to Tibetans,” 
and “stop interfering in His Holiness the 
Dalai Lama’s rule,” thus making known 
their aspirations.

Even today, as we speak there is a major 
military presence in Lhasa, the capital 
city of Tibet, and on March 3 this year, 
a 5000-strong army officers with a con-
voy of 1000 military vehicles conducted 
a massive military drill in Lhasa making 
it reminiscent of a war zone.

Since then, despite the repression and 
crackdown, Tibetans in Tibet have been 

at the forefront of the Tibetan freedom 
struggle to protect their political, social, 
cultural and environmental rights. De-
spite the increased repression and inten-
sified crackdown, they have made clear 
their genuine aspirations, as reflected in 
the case of 145 self-immolations that 
called for “Freedom for Tibetans” and 
“Return of His Holiness the Dalai Lama 
to Tibet.”

The resilience of Tibetan people and 
commitment to non-violence have 
gained the respect, and support from 
around the world.

In June last year, President Barack 
Obama met His Holiness the Dalai 
Lama at the White House and strongly 
applauded and supported the Middle 
Way Approach and urged the Chinese 
government to engage in meaningful 
dialogue with the envoys of His Holi-
ness the Dalai Lama. Taking this oppor-
tunity, I once again congratulate Presi-
dent Donald Trump on his election. We 
are encouraged to see the new Secretary 
of State, Rex Tillerson’s assurance that 
the Trump administration will continue 
to support the Tibetan cause, receive His 
Holiness the Dalai Lama and continue 
to encourage dialogue between Beijing 
and representatives of Tibet’s “govern-
ment in exile” and/or the “Dalai Lama.”

In December last year the European 

Parliament demonstrated its concern 
about the issue of Tibet by adopting an 
urgency resolution on Tibet, calling on 
the resumption of dialogue with Tibetan 
representatives to peacefully resolve the 
issue of Tibet. The urgency resolution 
condemned the demolition of Larung 
Gar.

In February this year, on the eve of 34th 
session of UN Human Rights Council 
in Geneva, in a rare and bold move, six 
independent UN experts made public 
a joint statement on a range of human 
rights violations in Tibet, particularly on 
the case of Larung Gar and Yachen Gar. 
In a sharply worded statement, the UN 
experts expressed alarm over China’s 
violations of international human rights 
laws and wide-scale religious repression 
in Tibet.

The Chinese government under Presi-
dent Xi Jinping’s leadership has taken 
an alarming position on Tibet that states 
‘China’s security and stability is depen-
dent on Tibet’s security and stability,’ 
based on which individual Tibetans are 
having to ‘give up on their security in 
return for gaining harmony.’ Such strate-
gic approach warrants increased repres-
sion in Tibet.

A recent report issued by the Intermedi-
ate People’s Court of Tibet Autonomous 
Region (TAR) points to 1446 cases of 
detention and 1793 cases of indictment 
in TAR alone in the year 2016, in a wide-
spread crackdown on Tibetans under the 
pretext of punishing criminals.

The article 36 of Chinese constitution 
guarantees ‘freedom of religion,’ but 
in practice, China’s State Council has 
revised the ‘Regulations on Religious 
Affairs’ to directly control all religious 
affairs in Tibet.

The Chinese authorities have begun de-
molishing Larung Gar institute since last 
year. This resulted in the forced eviction 
of monks and nuns from the institute to 
realize their plan of reducing the 10,000 
plus residents to 5000. The evictees are 

Sikyong Dr Lobsang Sangay delivering the official statement of 58th Tibetan National Uprising Day at 
Tsuglagkhang on 10 March 2017.
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forced to sign a document pledging to 
neither return to the institute nor con-
tinue their practice in other monastic 
institutes in their hometowns. Similarly, 
around a thousand nuns were forcibly 
evicted from the Yachen Gar Institute. 
The situation is akin to the revival of 
Cultural Revolution in Tibet.

For Tibetans and Buddhists, this year 
began with the successful conferment 
of the 34th Kalachakra initiation by His 
Holiness the Dalai Lama in India. How-
ever, the Chinese authorities labeled the 
Kalachakra teachings as ‘illegal.’ Travel 
restrictions were imposed on Tibetans 
in Tibet to prevent them from attending 
the Kalachakra teachings. The returnees 
faced interrogation, had their passports 
torn or discarded, and were kept under 
strict surveillance with their mobility 
rights restricted.

While millions of Chinese citizens with 
passports are able to travel freely around 
the world, however Tibetans in Tibet, in-
cluding Communist party members are 
denied passports and face restrictions in 
their travel, even for medical and edu-
cational purposes, needless to mention 
for pilgrimage purposes. A Tibetan blog-
ger in Tibet wrote, “getting a passport 
is harder for a Tibetan than getting into 
heaven.”

Not only for travel outside Tibet, strin-
gent measures restrict movement within 
Tibet – from Kham and Amdo in eastern 
Tibet to the capital city of Lhasa, even if 
the purpose is to visit families and go on 
a pilgrimage. Even within provinces, se-
vere restrictions are imposed on local Ti-
betans as reported during the recent but-
ter lamp festival in Kumbum Monastery 
and the annual Cham dance in Takstang 
Lhamo Kirti monastery.

In a blatant disregard for the feelings of 
the Tibetan people, a week ahead of the 
Chinese New Year holiday, the regional 
government in the ‘Tibet Autonomous 
Region’ made mandatory the placing of 
one million portraits of the four genera-
tions of Communist Party leadership in 
homes, schools and monasteries.

We call on the Chinese government to 
end the discriminatory policies, issue 

travel documents to Tibetans and respect 
their freedom of movement both within 
and outside of Tibet.

On the environmental front, the surge in 
unregulated open-air mining activities 
in the sacred mountains of Amchok and 
Minyak county last year was met with 
widespread protests from local Tibetans. 
Given the severity of the case, the UN 
experts have questioned China on the 
environmental impacts of the mining 
activities at Amchok. As per the interna-
tional environmental law, mining should 
be environmentally sustainable, cultur-
ally sensitive and economically benefi-
cial to the local Tibetans.

The arrest and detention of Tashi Wang-
chuk, a bi-lingual education rights advo-
cate, charged with separatism and now 
awaiting sentence is a glaring reflection 
of China’s violation of its own laws that 
guarantee minorities with the right to 
use and develop their spoken and writ-
ten language.

Such repressive policies have driven 
Tibetans in Tibet to resort to desperate 
measures. The latest case is that of 33 
year-old Tashi Rabten who died in self-
immolation protest in December last 
year.

The 2016 annual report of the U.S. Con-
gressional Executive Commission re-
designated China among the Countries 
of Particular Concern (CPC). The Am-
nesty International Report 2015/2016 
pointed to increasing restrictions on Ti-
betan monasteries by the Chinese gov-
ernment. The 2016 Freedom House re-
port ranked Tibet in the second worst in 
political and civil rights after Syria.

The 2017 Freedom House report pointed 
to the Chinese authorities’ imposition of 
“severe constraints on the religious prac-
tice of Tibetan Buddhists, most notably 
veneration of the exiled Dalai Lama.” 
The report further mentioned that “new 
measures imposed since November 
2012 include punishing assistance to 
self-immolators, canceling previously 
permitted festivals, increasing restric-
tions on private religious practice, and 
more proactively manipulating Tibetan 
Buddhist doctrine and selection of reli-

gious leaders.”

Given the international condemnation 
of China’s Tibet policies, we once again 
call on the Chinese leadership to review 
its wrong policies in Tibet and revisit Hu 
Yaobang initiated liberal policies on Ti-
betan people. Ultimately the Tibet issue 
can be best resolved by adhering to the 
win-win proposition of the Middle Way 
Approach and resuming dialogue with 
the envoys of His Holiness the Dalai 
Lama as reiterated by the US Govern-
ment and European Parliament.

The Kashag’s ‘Five-Fifty Vision,’ draws 
upon His Holiness’ maxim to ‘hope for 
the best and prepare for the worst.’ This 
envisions resolving the Tibet issue in the 
next five years through the Middle Way 
Approach but at the same time ensure 
that the Central Tibetan Administration 
will survive, strengthen and sustain in 
order to carry forward the Tibetan free-
dom struggle for the next fifty years.

In exile, the Central Tibetan Administra-
tion is putting its best efforts to strength-
en the social foundations of the Tibetan 
political struggle. In December 2016, 
His Holiness the Dalai Lama conferred 
the historic Geshema degree to twenty 
nuns. This year, the Kashag unveiled 
the revised version of ‘Tibetan Women’s 
Empowerment Policy’ and subsequently 
convened the first ‘Tibetan Women’s 
Empowerment Conference.’ Such con-
certed efforts are aimed at realizing 
His Holiness’ vision of seeing Tibetan 
women contribute to global and peace-
ful leadership in the 21st century. The 
Kashag has designated March 12 every 
year as ‘Tibetan Women’s Day.’

While the exile Tibetan community is 
a successful model and the non-violent 
Tibetan movement continue to inspire 
other global movements, however, there 
still exists a fringe group of Dholgyal 
propitiators, who under the garb of free-
dom of religion and speech, continue to 
denigrate the accomplishments of His 
Holiness the Dalai Lama and discredit 
the Central Tibetan Administration. 
They have sadly become a pawn in the 
game of Chinese government’s power 
politics. We condemn such vicious in-
sinuations and urge them to renounce 
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the wrong path and embrace the right 
path.

To further galvanize the global Tibet 
movement, the Kashag is observing year 
2017 as a year of campaign. The year 
2018 will mark 60 years since Tibetans 
first set foothold in exile. We will there-
fore observe 2018 as a year of gratitude 
to express our deep appreciation to the 
governments and people around the 
world, in particular India, for extending 
their hospitality and unwavering support 
over the last half-century.

We thank the National Endowment for 
Democracy for presenting a citation in 
recognition of the democratic institution 
of the Central Tibetan Administration 
as envisioned by His Holiness the Dalai 
Lama. We also thank USAID for provid-
ing certificate of appreciation to the Ti-
betan medicare system.

We thank the governments, leaders, par-
liamentarians, Tibet support groups and 
freedom-loving people around the world 
for supporting the just cause of Tibet. 
We thank them for giving us the impetus 
to forge ahead, notwithstanding the in-
domitable challenges that come our way. 
In particular, I would like to thank the 
Parliamentarians in Japan, Canada and 
the United Kingdom for hosting me and 
supporting the just cause of Tibet. This 
sends a message of hope and encourage-
ment to Tibetans in Tibet.

During the long life prayer offering 
made on the final day of the Kalachakra, 
His Holiness reaffirmed his commitment 
to live for more than 100 years. I, on be-
half of all Tibetans, express our heartfelt 
gratitude to His Holiness for his benevo-
lent commitment. At the same time, I 
urge every Tibetan to take heed of His 
Holiness’ advice and earn collective 
merit. While keeping unity as the para-
mount goal, we must pledge to renounce 
any regional or sectarian affiliations.

Finally, we express our fervent prayers 
for the long life of our beloved leader 
His Holiness the Great 14th Dalai Lama 
of Tibet. May all his wishes be fulfilled. 
May the non-violent cause of Tibet pre-
vail and may we soon realize the joyful 
reunion of Tibetans in our homeland.

Statement of  the Tibetan Parliament in Exile on 
58th anniversary of  the Tibetan 

National Uprising Day
Today is a day of great importance in 
the history of the Tibetan people. It was 
in 1959 on this day that the communist 
government of China revealed the stark 
devious face of its policy to take over 
Tibet by use of armed occupation rule. 
The violent repression it unleashed on 
the Tibetan people was beyond all imag-
inations. Not only that, the occupying 
Chinese army also plotted a plan which 
posed an imminent threat to the life of 
His Holiness the Dalai Lama. This had 
the spontaneous effect of galvanizing 
the people from all the three Provinces 
of Tibet to come together to stage a great 
national uprising in capital Lhasa. The 
Central Tibetan Administration also ob-
serves this day as the Tibetan Martyrs’ 
Day in memory of the heroic men and 
women of patriotism. Therefore, on this 
day we, first of all, commemorate with 
gratitude the spirit and deeds of the hero-
ic Tibetan men and women whose sense 
of patriotism prompted them to sacrifice 
their all, including their precious lives, 
for the sake of Tibet’s religious heritage, 
nationhood and people. Also on this day 
we express our solidarity with those in 
Tibet who even today continue to suffer 
torture and oppression of various kinds 
under the brutal policies of the commu-
nist Chinese government. Besides, we 
offer our solemn prayers to the ocean 
of Victorious Beings of Three Precious 
Jewels, beseeching that the Tibetan peo-
ple living in Tibet be freed from their 
current tragic hardship and suffering and 
be brought to a situation where they will 
be able to enjoy their freedom and hu-
man rights in common with people liv-
ing in other countries across the world.

It is a fact and a self-evident too, that 
‘Tibet’ and ‘China’ are in terms of their 
histories, geographies, ethnicities, lan-
guages, customs and traditions, and so 
on, are totally different. Nevertheless, 
by using brute force the communist Chi-
nese invaded and brazenly took over the 
territory and all its resources. Not only 
that, the communist Chinese invaders 
also killed, and subjected them to tor-

ture and oppress hundreds of thousands 
of Tibetan people without any sense of 
limit or restraint. They also set out to 
annihilate Tibet’s religion and culture 
as well as to destroy its natural envi-
ronment. These oppressions severely 
tested the Tibetan people’s capability 
for endurance and ultimately compelled 
them to hold peaceful protest campaigns 
which have continued one after another 
to this day. The generation of the Tibet-
an people growing up today under the 
Chinese occupation rule too continue to 
hold protest campaigns on successive, 
continuous occasions to express their 
rejection of the implementation of the 
brutal policies on them.

In the year 2008, large-scale peaceful 
protest campaigns were launched one 
after another in all the three traditional 
provinces of Tibet, beginning from Ti-
bet’s capital Lhasa. China responded 
by unleashing on the Tibetan people 
its paramilitary People’s Armed Po-
lice Force as well as it regular People’s 
Liberation Army troops who used their 
weapons to carry out brutal repression, 
showing not a bit of kindness towards 
anyone. As a result, many Tibetan men 
and women, including monks and nuns, 
lost their lives. In particular, under 
China’s colonial policy rule in Tibet, 
the Tibetan people, far from enjoying 

Deputy Speaker Acharya Yeshi Phuntsok deliver-
ing the statement of the Tibetan Parliament on 58th 

Tibetan National Uprising Day.
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any political right, never had any of the 
basic human rights. The invariable use 
of policies like these in a continuing 
stream of brutal repression, which were 
in stark opposition to their aspirations, 
convinced the Tibetan people to the very 
depth of their being of the utter futility of 
entertaining any hope for a viable future 
under the Chinese rule. It drove the Ti-
betan people to a more desperate course 
of peaceful protest actions. And so, since 
the year 2009, until the 8th of December 
2016, there have been a total of 145 veri-
fied cases of patriotic Tibetan men and 
women of courage who set themselves 
on fire in protest against the Chinese 
rule. Their two main slogans as they car-
ried out those fiery protests were: “Let 
His Holiness the Dalai Lama be invited 
to Tibet!” “Let the Tibetan people enjoy 
freedom and the basic human rights” Of 
them, 125 Tibetans are known to have 
died, while the aftermath of the situation 
after such protests was such that there 
is still no information whether 20 other 
had survived or died.

Even today, Tibetans, the rightful own-
ers of the territory of Tibet, continue to 
remain deprived of their political rights, 
as well as their freedoms of religious be-
lief, language, culture, natural environ-
ment protection, and so on. Because of 
it, Tibetans continue to take recourse to 
peaceful protest campaigns to raise their 
demand that these rights be respected. 
But these innocent Tibetans are being 
arrested with false accusations of hav-
ing committed criminal offences and 
taken away by force. Such Tibetans are 
subjected to all manners of brutal per-
secution and torture, including with ex-
ecutions, prison sentences, and so on. 
This remains an endless, continuing 
trend. In this connection one may recall 
the recent, ongoing case of the Tibetan 
businessman Tashi Wangchuk. In keep-
ing with the provisions of the Constitu-
tion of the People’s Republic of China, 
which emphasizes the need to guarantee 
the protection of the language of the eth-
nic minorities, he pleaded for respect 
for and education in Tibetan language 
for the Tibetan people in parity with the 
status accorded to the mandarin Chinese 
language. But the Chinese government 
responded with a false criminal offence 
charge against him and on that basis put 

him in jail. This makes it abundantly 
clear how China brutally deals with in-
nocent Tibetans if they seek to even so 
much as to raise their demand for re-
spect for their rights.

Because of China’s policy of resolute ad-
herence to the use of absolutely nothing 
but savage force, Tibetan political de-
tainees often die unnatural deaths. And 
even if some of them remain alive to be 
eventually released from prison, they 
die shortly afterwards due to serious and 
chronic ailments they suffer from as a 
result of years of ill-treatment in prison. 
In the book titled “Escape from the Jaws 
of Death Once Again” which has found 
its way to the outside world, political 
prisoner Labrang Jigme Gyatso writes: 
“If there should occur any dilution in my 
determination and resolve, in my sense 
of ethnic fraternity and loyalty, in my 
hopes and vigour, and so on, the wishes 
of the Chinese government will have 
been completely fulfilled. Hence, what-
ever tools and strategies they employ in 
their attempts to vanquish us through 
intimidation and enticements, lies and 
deceptions, and so on of various kinds, 
there shall be no wavering in the oath I 
have taken.” He, thereby, exposed the 
stratagems of lie, enticement and decep-
tion used by the government of China.

Since the recent past, a policy of severe 
destruction and restrictions on the free-
dom of religious practice of the Tibetan 
people has been enforced. When His 
Holiness the Dalai Lama, a champion 
of peace across the world, conferred his 
34th Kalachakra teaching at Buddhism’s 
holiest site of Bodh Gaya in India in 
January 2017, the government of China 
refused to issue passport to a large num-
ber of Tibetans who wished to receive 
the empowerment. A few Tibetans who 
had already been issued their passports 
were given dire warnings that their land 
and housing entitlements would be con-
fiscated, that their family members and 
those who had stood surety for the is-
suance of their passports would be pun-
ished if they failed to return home before 
the commencement of the kalachakra 
teachings. The obstruction and distress 
it brought on the Tibetan believers was 
limitless.
There has been no change whatsoever 

in the existing hardline policy of the 
government of China in the way they 
respond to the activities of His Holiness 
the Dalai Lama and in their attacks on 
the Central Tibetan Administration. In 
fact, over the past several years, the pol-
icy has kept getting ever more severe. It 
has been the ardent wish of His Holiness 
the Dalai Lama and resolute stand of 
the Central Tibetan Administration that 
the issue of Tibet should be resolved by 
the middle way approach. Although the 
efforts to revive the Sino-Tibetan dia-
logue with this end in view have been 
transparent and universally known, there 
has so far been no responsible requisite 
response of any kind from the Chinese 
side.

The activities of His Holiness the Dalai 
Lama has been keeping on flourishing 
by leaps and bounds. The courage and 
fortitude of the Tibetan people living 
in Tibet remains resolute and unwaver-
ing. Thanks to these and the efforts of 
the Central Tibetan Administration and 
the Tibetan public in exile, the num-
ber of people in the outside world who 
support the Tibetan people’s struggle 
for their just cause keeps multiplying 
year after year. During the immediate 
past year, His Holiness the Dalai Lama 
met with the President of the European 
Parliament Mr Martin Schulz, as well 
as with the Minister of Culture of the 
Czech Republic, and the President of 
Slovakia Mr Andrej Kiska. Likewise, in 
New Delhi, the capital of India, His Ho-
liness the Dalai Lama not only met with 
the President, Mr Pranab Mukherjee but 
also attended with him a summit of Lau-
reates and Leaders for the benefit of the 
children of the world in his presidential 
palace of Rashtrapati Bhawan.

In February 2017, Secretary of State 
Mr. Rex Tillerson made it clear that the 
new administration of the United States 
of America will not only continue the 
policy of supporting the Tibetan cause 
but will also make efforts to bring about 
a dialogue between the government 
of China and His Holiness the Dalai 
Lama. He also made clear his commit-
ment to receive His Holiness the Dalai 
Lama. The positive and encouraging 
trend in developments like these show 
that there is a widespread acknowledge-
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ment across the world of His Holiness 
the Dalai Lama’s endeavours and strong 
support for and attention to the issue of 
Tibet.

Likewise, speeches have been delivered, 
press statements issued and resolutions 
adopted in or by the European Parlia-
ment at Strasbourg as well as Brus-
sels, in the Parliament of France, in the 
United States Congress, in the British 
Parliament at Westminster, in the Parlia-
ment of Italy, by the Vice-President of 
the German Parliament, by members of 
the Australian Parliament, and by Mem-
bers of Parliament in the host country 
India, expressing support for the Tibetan 
struggle. Moreover, in the Parliament of 
Taiwan, a cross-party Tibet Caucus was 
newly set up. In Japan too, an All Party 
Japanese Parliamentary Group for Tibet 
was newly launched. These show that 
support for the Tibetan people and their 
cause continue to rise and keep getting 
stronger than ever before.

In its past, the General Assembly of the 
United Nations had adopted three reso-
lutions on the issue of Tibet at different 
times. The first was in October 1959, the 
second in December 1961 and the third 
was in December 1965. We appeal to the 
New Secretary General of the United 
Nations, Mr. Antonio Guterres, to ex-
tend his support for the issue of Tibet, 
make efforts to revive the Sino-Tibetan 
dialogue, work towards ensuring a sus-
tained protection of the religious, cultur-
al and linguistic heritage of Tibet during 
his tenure. We appeal to him to work to-
wards creating conditions and ensuring 
support on these issues through concrete 
measures and their actual implementa-
tions.

Furthermore, Prince Zeid Ra’ad Al Hus-
sein, United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights in Geneva, 
Swizterland has expressed concern on 
the human rights situation in Tibet and 
clearly revealed how extremely poor it 
is.

In January 2017, the non-governmental 
human rights organization-Freedom 
House, which is based in Washington, 
DC, U.S.A. published its annual report 

on the state of civil and political rights in 
the world during the year 2016. The re-
port found that in its list of 18 countries 
with worst records on human rights, 
China’s position came 15th. The report 
also found that when it came to the 
question of respecting civil and political 
rights of citizens and territorial subjects, 
China’s position was the worst.

So long as the government of China 
does not change its hardline policies 
on the Sino-Tibetan political issue, the 
contradictions between the government 
of China and the people of Tibet will 
only worsen and the international com-
munity’s perception of the government 
of China will also become considerably 
more negative. Naturally it will become 
impossible for the government of China 
to be ever viewed with respect by others. 
It is up to China alone to decide wheth-
er the Sino-Tibetan dispute should be 
settled. Hence, we take this opportunity 
to remind the current President Mr Xi 
Jinping of China, the need to open talks 
on the basis of the middle way approach 
proposed by His Holiness the Dalai 
Lama and give consideration to making 
efforts to implement in Tibet, a policy of 
meaningful autonomy in governance.

In our homeland Tibet, the Tibetan peo-
ple have no freedom to enjoy any of their 
political rights. Not only that, they are 
also deprived of any freedom to preserve 
their religious belief, their unique ethnic 
culture, language and so on. The situa-
tion is extremely critical and nothing 
like it has ever occurred in the history of 
the land. It cries out for those of us who 
are living in exile – the young, the adult 
and the elderly alike – to rededicate our 
commitment with a renewed sense of 
determination in our efforts to accom-
plish our fundamental objective. While 
this should be the general outlook of our 
movement, in specific terms, the Central 
Tibetan Administration and the general 
Tibetan public should all pool their ca-
pabilities in their respective spheres of 
strength towards all aspects of the ef-
forts to preserve and perpetuate our 
unique religious, cultural and linguistic 
heritage. We are emphatic in reiterating 
this appeal for strengthening our resolve 
and action on this occasion.

On the 14th of January, 2017, on the 
successful conclusion of the 34th Ka-
lachakra empowerment teachings at 
the most sacred Buddhist site of Bodh 
Gaya, His Holiness the Dalai Lama was 
offered a Long-Life Prayer by way of 
the White Tara Wish-Fulfilling Wheel. 
And during the ceremony His Holiness 
affirmed his commitment to aim to live 
for more than one hundred years. On be-
half of all Tibetans in Tibet and in exile, 
we take this opportunity to express our 
unfathomable heartfelt gratitude to His 
Holiness for this generosity of caring for 
the Tibetan people. It is naturally an un-
shakable responsibility of great impor-
tance for all Tibetans to stand united in 
dutifully carrying out the wishes of His 
Holiness the Dalai Lama as to gladden 
His heart. Hence, everyone should be 
unequivocal both in words and deeds in 
remaining true to their respective duties 
so that the struggle of the Tibetan people 
and the public reputation of it and do not 
suffer any sort of let down in any way. 
This is an effort we all should make sure 
to uphold at all times.

At this time, when more than 60 years 
have passed since the Tibetan people 
first arrived in exile, we take the oppor-
tunity to express our thanks with a feel-
ing of great gratitude to the government 
and people of India, which has been like 
a second home to us, for having extend-
ed fraternal hospitality and all possible 
help to us and, likewise, to the govern-
mental and non-governmental bodies as 
well as private individuals in the wider 
outside world who have extended finan-
cial and other kinds of help to us in the 
areas of the Tibetan people’s struggle for 
their just cause, and in the provision of 
education, health and other facilities to 
the Tibetan people living in exile.

To conclude it all, we offer prayers of 
hope that His Holiness the Dalai Lama, a 
genuine patron and helping hand for all 
sentient beings on this earth in general 
and especially for all the Tibetan people 
living in Tibet and in exile, lives for 
ten thousand years; that all his wishes 
are fulfilled with spontaneity; and that 
the just cause of the Tibetan people 
definitely prevail in all speediness.
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His Holiness the Dalai Lama Inaugurates ‘International Conference on 
Buddhism in 21st Century’ at Rajgir

Tibetan spiritual leader His Holiness 
the Dalai Lama inaugurated the ‘Inter-
national Conference on Buddhism in 
the 21st Century’, a conclave of various 
Buddhist traditions at Rajgir Internation-
al Convention Center (RICC) in Rajgir, 
Bihar on March. Dr Mahesh Sharma, 
Union minister of Culture, Government 
of India, accompanied His Holiness on 
the dais for the inaugural session.

The three-day conference, aimed at re-
newing contacts and discussing Bud-
dhism’s perspectives and responses to 
global issues, is organised by the Union 
Ministry of Culture and the Nav Na-
landa Mahavira University based in Na-
landa, Bihar.

Over 400 spiritual leaders, erudite 
scholars and students from 30 different 
countries including Sri Lanka, Burma, 
Taiwan, Thailand, Bangladesh, Uganda 
– representing both the Sanskrit and Pali 
traditions – are participating in the con-
ference.

Delegates from Tibetan Buddhism in-
clude Gyalwang Karmapa Rinpoche, 
Jangtse and Sharpa Choejey, Kartok 
Gertse Rinpoche, Jonang Gyaltsab 
Rinpoche, Nor Thartse Khen Rinpoche, 
Drigung Kyabgon Chetsang Rinpoche 
and representatives of Bon School as 
well as Ven Karma Gelek Yuthok, Kalon 
of the Department of Religion and Cul-
ture.

In his keynote address, His Holiness the 
Dalai Lama spoke about the oneness of 
the entire 7 billion human beings and 
their universal desire for happiness. “All 
seven billion human beings desire hap-
piness. Happiness cannot come from 
fear and anger. Therefore, we need com-
passion, love and friendship to foster 
feelings of mutual trust and belonging,” 
His Holiness said.

His Holiness also spoke about religious 
harmony and described India as the 
greatest example of different religious 
traditions co-existing harmoniously. His 
Holiness further added that all major re-

ligious traditions, despite philosophical 
differences, espouse the universal mes-
sage of love and have the same potential 
to bring peace.

His Holiness expressed his sorrow at the 
growing trend of violence in the name 
of religion across the world. “We are 
experiencing joy and spiritual bliss to-
day in this hall. However, at this very 
time, people are dying of violence in the 
name of religion in parts of the world. 
Religion should be a source of happiness 
and contentment, not violence,” His Ho-
liness said, and called on India to take 
more effort to promote their unique cul-
ture of religious harmony elsewhere in 
the world.

Referring to himself as a ‘son of India’ 
who sustained on Indian food and is ed-
ucated with the rich ancient knowledge 
of India, His Holiness paid tributes to 
the Indian masters and lauded India’s ef-
fort to revive its Buddhist culture. “As 
someone who have studied ancient In-
dian knowledge for the last sixty years, 
I feel that modern education is not suf-
ficient to bring genuine happiness. We 
should pay more attention to the ancient 
Indian knowledge to solve the emotional 
crisis prevailing in the world. Therefore, 
Buddhism is highly relevant in the 21st 
century and we should start teaching it 
as an academic subject rather than just 
treating it as a religion,” His Holiness 
asserted.

His Holiness further emphasised his call 
for analytical meditation and reasoning 
in the pursuit of Buddhist teachings, re-
calling the Buddha’s own advice where 
he says ‘Just as you rub, cut and burn 
gold to test its purity, so should you ex-
amine my words and not accept them 
out of devotion.”

Dr Mahesh Sharma, Union minister of 
Department of Culture and Tourism, 
thanked His Holiness the Dalai Lama for 
consenting to inaugurate the conference.

Calling India as the seat of Buddhism 
worldwide, he said India is the only 

country where most of the holiest Bud-
dhist sites are located and described In-
dia as the seat of Buddhist learning and 
knowledge.

“His Holiness the Dalai Lama has devot-
ed his entire life to Buddhism and to the 
cause of humanity. Similarly, we have to 
make Buddhism purposeful and fruitful 
to humanity. Buddhism only for divinity 
is not sound,” he said.

He called for socially engaged Bud-
dhism and added that the deliberations 
expressed by the scholars and luminar-
ies in the conference would pave the 
way for engaged buddhism in the years 
to come.

The welcome address of the conference 
was delivered by Mr N K Sinha, Secre-
tary, department of culture, and the in-
troductory address was delivered by Mr 
M L Shrivastav, Vice Chancellor of Nav 
Nalanda Mahavira University.

During the inaugural session of the con-
ference, His Holiness also released the 
41-volume Pali Tripitaka reprinted by 
the Nav Nalanda University, and inau-
gurated the University’s new department 
of Buddhist Science.

In the afternoon, His Holiness partici-
pated in an open discussion of Buddhist 
leaders and sangha from various coun-
tries and traditions. Buddhist scholars 
from Sri Lanka called for more con-
tacts between Tibetan Buddhism and Sri 
Lankan Universities while other Bud-
dhist leaders urged the need for a uni-
versal Buddhist scripture.

Following the meeting, His Holiness at-
tended a panel discussion on resolving 
conflict and peace building.

The three-day conference included dis-
cussions, seminars, and deliberating on 
how to create a balance between eco-
nomic development and conservation 
of nature and environment with secular 
ethics.The conference concluded on 19 
March.
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His Holiness the Dalai Lama Meets Members of  Core Committee Working 
on the Curriculum for Universal Ethics

On 27 April, His Holiness the Dalai 
Lama met briefing members of the Core 
Committee working on the Curriculum 
for Universal Values prior to their own 
discussions.

In order that the virtues of love, 
compassion and feeling of oneness 
permeated among fellow human beings 
for a peaceful society, His Holiness the 
Dalai Lama have repeatedly called on 
the need to have a curriculum on ‘secular 
ethics’ in the education system.

“we’re not here just for a nice chat. 
Despite the development we’ve 
achieved, we human beings are facing a 
multitude of problems, including people 
killing each other. Fortunately, there 
is evidence that basic human nature 
is compassionate. When I heard that I 
became more determined that with effort 
we can promote a sense of basic human 
values. 

“When we’re children love and affection 
are an important part of our lives, but as 
we get older they give way to anger, 
suspicion and jealousy. We consider 
anger a natural part of our makeup, and 

it may have a defensive aspect, but if 
we let it get out of hand, it becomes a 
problem. 

There is little talk about inner values in 
our education system. We tend to take 
compassion for granted. Traditionally 
people looked to religion for inner 
values, but now religion and education 
go their separate ways. 1 billion of the 
7 billion human beings alive today have 
no faith. And yet as part of humanity 
they too need inner values, a source of 
happiness and joy.

“Education is our only hope, but due 
to a consensus among educationists, 
scientists and social workers that the 
current education system is inadequate 
when it comes to dealing with inner 
values, we formed this group to 
formulate an approach to secular ethics. 
These values are related to our emotions, 
so we need a better understanding of 
them and the workings of the mind. 

“In this country, with its traditions 
of shamatha—concentration and 
vipashyana—insight there is deep 
understanding of the mind which is 

relevant to today’s world.”

He said that Tibetans have long 
considered themselves chelas of 
Indian gurus, but over time the guru 
has neglected this ancient knowledge, 
while the chelas have kept it up. Now 
it must be shared with the public from 
a secular standpoint, much as yoga 
and mindfulness are given a secular 
presentation today.

“Over the last 58 years I have eaten 
Indian dal and chapatis, while my mind 
is full of Nalanda thought. Physically 
and mentally I consider myself a son of 
India, so I can say to you ‘We Indians 
need to revive our ancient knowledge.’ 
Problems that we human beings have 
created, we human beings need to 
settle. It’s not enough to say ‘war is a 
part of human history’—nobody wants 
the misery it entails. To create a more 
compassionate world we need to employ 
reason, which is why I am committed 
to reviving what Indians of the ancient 
world understood. Since I am already 82 
time is short—we need to make a start 
now,” His Holiness told the committee 
working on the curriculum.

His Holiness the Dalai Lama meeting with the Core Committee working on the Curriculum for Universal Ethics in New Delhi, India on April 27, 2017. 
Photo by Jeremy Russell/OHHDL
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His Holiness the Dalai Lama Receives The Prof  ML Sondhi Prize for 
International Politics

His Holiness the Dalai Lama holding a plaque denoting his receipt of the Professor ML Sondhi Prize for 
International Politics presented to him in New Delhi, India on April 27, 2017. 

Photo by Jeremy Russell/OHHDL

His Holiness the Dalai Lama today was 
awarded the prestigious ‘Professor M L 
Sondhi Prize for International Politics 
2016’ at an event held at India Interna-
tional Centre.

Mrs. Sondhi, the event organiser called 
His Holiness the biggest messenger of 
peace and recalled late Prof. Sondhi’s 
reference to His Holiness as the “cata-
lyst of Indian Renaissance.”

“The prize being conferred to His Ho-
liness represents late Prof. Sondhi’s 
unshakable faith in Tibet’s future,” said 
Mrs. Sondhi.

His Holiness spoke of oneness of seven 
billion human family and said killing in 
the name of religion is “unthinkable.” 
His Holiness said that many problems 
in today’s world are human creation and 
that the major religious traditions should 
be the source of compassion.”

“It is now humanity’s responsibility to 
change the world for better, not through 
prayers but through realistic action, 
through holistic action and by develop-
ing a clearer vision. We need to promote 
the sense of oneness,” affirmed His Ho-
liness.

His Holiness stressed that since the sev-
en billion human beings want a happy 

life, it is only a compassionate mind that 
will strengthen our immune system.

Speaking on the importance of main-
taining equanimity, His Holiness said, at 
81, his face is quite ‘handsome’ and that 
the secret is his ‘peace of mind.’ “My 
mind is quite sharp and that is because 
of meditation. I spent five hours every 
day meditating.”

His Holiness emphatically sated there 
is every possibility of making the lat-
ter part of 21st century a more peaceful 
century if we put an effort into making 
it one.

Speaking on ‘rising India,’ His Holiness 
said the new generation of Indians can 
make a better and peaceful India. “Dur-
ing my 58 years stay in India, I am con-
vinced that religious harmony in India is 
possible. Though it is the most populat-
ed and biggest democracy, yet all major 
religious traditions exist in India.”

His Holiness affirmatively said being in 
exile is a blessing because had he been 
in Tibet at the Potala Palace, he would 
be been an ‘orthodox Lama.’ “Coming 
to exile and seeking political asylum in 
India has offered me lot of opportunities 
especially in meeting scientists. So my 
mind is half Buddhist and half Scien-
tist.”

Responding to a question on the pos-
sibility of Indo-China military conflict, 
His Holiness played down such possi-
bility remarking that the situation inside 
Tibet mitigates such an eventuality.

Commenting on the Chinese reaction to 
his recent trip to Arunachal Pradesh, His 
Holiness said he had asked Indian au-
thorities before the visit and went after 
getting their go ahead. “Some reaction 
from the Chinese side was really unusu-
al and strange.”

His Holiness asserted that since India is 
not a small country but is gaining mili-
tary power, the only thing is compro-
mise. His Holiness jokingly said that 
fortunately, while he was in Tawang, no 
Chinese intrusion took place; otherwise 
this would prompt His Holiness to flee 
from Tawang.

Responding to a query on China renam-
ing six places in Arunachal Pradesh post 
his visit to Tawang, His Holiness said, 
places in Tibet have also been renamed, 
mostly because the Chinese could not 
pronounce them properly.

His Holiness stressed the need to differ-
entiate between the Chinese people and 
the Communist establishment, which he 
described as a “totalitarian” regime that 
has failed to crush the Tibetan spirit.

His Holiness further said the Chinese 
people are wonderful people and will 
be able to judge the situation if they are 
made aware of the reality of the Tibet is-
sue.

Arun Shourie, a veteran Journalist and 
Former Minister, Government of India 
while delivering the keynote address 
said the award is richly deserved.

“Normally, when an award is conferred 
to a person, it makes the person very 
special and it is very rare that the per-
son who accepts the award honours the 
award as in today’s case,” said the For-
mer Minister.

Shourie further said His Holiness de-
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His Holiness the Dalai Lama Gives Buddhist 
Teachings to 50,000 in Tawang

Despite forecasts of thunderstorms in 
the vicinity, this morning the sun shone 
on the distant hills and there were large 
patches of blue in the skies over Tawa-
ng. His Holiness the Dalai Lama too was 
in a jovial mood when he emerged from 
his rooms at the top of the Dukhang, the 
main temple of the 17th century Tawang 
Monastery. He stopped frequently to 
greet well-wishers on his way to a wait-
ing car that would carry him to the Yiga 
Choezin teaching ground lower down 
the hill. His first task on reaching there, 
accompanied by Chief Minister Pema 
Khandu, was to unveil a plaque inau-
gurating the Gyalwa Tsangyang Gyatso 
High Altitude Sports Complex and the 
foundation stone for a prospective Gov-
ernment Degree College.

His Holiness greeted the crowd, estimat-
ed to number 50,000, as he walked to the 
throne that had been set up at the front 
of a temple pavilion. He paid particular 
attention to the senior citizens who had 
been accommodated in the front rows, 
leaning over the rail to speak to them 
directly.

The Chief Minister spoke first, thanking 
His Holiness on behalf of the people of 
Mönyul not only for coming to Tawang 
once again, but also for enduring the 
long journey by road that brought him to 
the threshold of many people’s homes. 
He recalled that after His Holiness 
crossed the border at Kenzamani in early 
April 1959 Tawang was the first Indian 
soil to receive the blessings of his pres-
ence. Tawang Monastery was also then 
the first place where he gave a Buddhist 
teaching. He praised His Holiness as an 
ambassador of non-violence, who is to 
the 21st century what Gandhi-ji was to 
the twentieth. Noting that Tawang was 
the birthplace of the Sixth Dalai Lama, 
the Chief Minister requested His Holi-
ness to consider giving the Kalachakra 
Empowerment there. He ended with 
prayers for His Holiness‘s good health 
and long life.

His Holiness began his address by ac-
knowledging how touched he is by the 
faith and devotion the Mönpa people 

show him. He told them how fondly he 
remembers passing through this region 
in 1959. He added how pleased he was 
to have just unveiled the foundation 
stone for a new educational institution.

“Human happiness arises from affec-
tion,” he said. “The greater the love and 
compassion there is among you, the hap-
pier and more contented you feel. When 
someone among you is angry, it disturbs 
you all. I believe we can ensure that the 
21st century is an era of peace by more 
widely cultivating compassion. I was 
due to reach here by helicopter, but as 
it turned out I came by road with the 
added benefit of making contact with 
far more people on the way. I’d like to 
thank every one of you who came out to 
welcome me.

“In 1959, the situation in Lhasa was des-
perate and slipping out of control. I tried 
to resolve the situation without success. 
Since 1956 the PLA had used military 
force to effect change in Do-mey and 
Do-kham and we had run out of means 
to mollify them. Prime Minister Nehru 
organized help from the point where 
I crossed the border. I met him first in 
Beijing and later in India in 1956 had 
discussions with him about the situa-
tion in Tibet. When I had to flee Lhasa 
in 1959, it was only once I crossed the 
border into India here that I felt free of 
risk and danger. The local people show-
ered me with respect and devotion and 
treated the many Tibetans who came af-
ter me with immense kindness.

“The Chief Minister has requested me 
to give a Kalachakra Empowerment 
here. I can’t promise anything now, but 
I’ll keep it in mind. The main purpose 
would be for you all to become more 
acquainted with the Dharma. Right now 
I’m going to read through the ‘Stages of 
Meditation’, which explains the basis, 
path and result, and also touches on how 
to develop calm abiding and special in-
sight meditation.
“Nyengön Sungrab draws a distinction 
between Buddhist teachings that belong 
to the general structure and those that 
have been framed with particular disci-

serves another award for being the only 
spiritual leader that makes us laugh so 
hard and so much. “He has kept our spir-
its high.”

Speaking on His Holiness’s imminent 
intellectual contribution to the discourse 
on frontiers of politics, Shourie re-
marked that His Holiness is the world’s 
living treasure and has the highest moral 
authority. “He has no aircraft, no air 
force, no military but whatever state-
ment he makes and wherever he goes 
and he makes China react.”

Shourie further described His Holiness 
as someone who is learned yet wears his 
learning lightly. He expressed awe at the 
Tibetan refugees who have kept their 
spirits high contrary to the established 
notion that refugees should be bitter and 
despondent.

Shourie lauded His Holiness as a liberal 
thinking Buddhist leader and said His 
Holiness has been approaching his own 
tradition with open mind and no other 
leader of any tradition has this approach. 
“It is the openness of his mind that has 
opened Buddhism to examination and 
this is because of his confidence that 
truth will validate reality.”

Lalit Mansingh, former Foreign Secre-
tary and Former Ambassador said Prof. 
Sondhi’s championing of the Tibetan 
cause stands unparalleled and were con-
sistent with his view that His Holiness’ 
approach to resolving the Tibet issue is 
the best solution.

Mansigh further said His Holiness re-
mains the biggest spiritual and political 
mentor of Prof Sondhi and that the prize 
honours His Holiness’ geo-political 
thinking, including nuclear prolifera-
tion.

Professor Sondhi was a former diplomat 
and a dear friend of His Holiness and a 
staunch support of the Tibetan cause.

The Professor M L Sondhi Prize for 
International Politics was instituted in 
2006 to honor outstanding contribution 
to theory and practice of international 
politics.
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ples in mind. The Four Noble Truths and 
37 Factors Aligned with Enlightenment 
that we find in the Pali tradition and the 
Perfection of Wisdom teachings of the 
Sanskrit tradition belong to the general 
structure. Whether the Buddha taught 
them in the guise of a monk or having 
arisen as the deity of the mandala, the 
Tantras are teachings framed for specific 
disciples. In Tibet teachings of the gen-
eral structure spread far and wide, there 
are the 18 treatises of the Sakyas and the 
13 classic texts of the Nyingmas, but 
there seems to have been much more ea-
ger interest in tantric instructions.

“No matter how long you spend in retreat 
and no matter how many mantras you 
recite, if your mind is not transformed 
the practice isn’t of much help. How-
ever, if you think about love and com-
passion and try to understand emptiness 
over several years, you’ll see a change 
in yourself. I myself do deity-yoga prac-
tices, but what has really enabled me to 
transform my mind has been meditating 
on emptiness and dependent arising, as 
well as on love and compassion.

“The Nyingma tradition speaks of the 
Nine Yanas or Vehicles, the three outer 
vehicles of the Hearers, Solitary Real-
izers and Bodhisattvas; the three inner 
vehicles of Vedic-like asceticism, the 
kriya, ubhaya and yoga tantras and the 
three secret vehicles of powerful trans-
formative methods maha, anu and ati 
yoga.”
His Holiness explained that the ‘Stages 

of Meditation’ was composed in Tibet 
at the request of Trisong Detsen, while 
‘37 Practices of Bodhisattvas’ was writ-
ten by a Tibetan master, acclaimed as a 
Bodhisattva, who was known as Gyal-
say—Son of the Conqueror—Thogme 
Sangpo. It teaches about the awakening 
mind of bodhichitta. His Holiness re-
minded his listeners that before begin-
ning to read these texts, both teacher and 
disciples should examine their motiva-
tion.

He reported how impressed he had been 
when he read of a lama called Tseley 
Rangdol who made three pledges in re-
lation to his teaching: not to ride animals 
from place to place, to eat only vegetar-
ian food and not to take any payment 
for his teaching. The hermit Gotshangpa 
also said that lamas should not teach for 
material gain. His Holiness added that 
disciples too should have a proper mo-
tivation, quoting Aryadeva’s ‘400 Vers-
es’ as saying, “get rid of unwholesome 
deeds, get rid of wrong view, and get rid 
of all distorted views of objectification.” 
His Holiness recommended looking into 
the faults of destructive emotions, devel-
oping a determination to be free and cul-
tivating the aspiration for enlightenment 
of the Bodhisattva ideal.

Mentioning that his second commitment 
is to encourage the development of reli-
gious harmony, His Holiness remarked 
that just as it’s absurd to suggest that 
there is one medicine that is the best for 
treating all ailments, it’s absurd to sug-

gest that there is a religion that is best 
for everyone.

As he began to read Kamalashila’s 
‘Stages of Meditation’, His Holiness 
disclosed that he received it from Sakya 
Abbot Sangye Tenzin, who had received 
it at Samye from a Khampa Lama who 
may have been a student of Khenpo 
Shenga. He went through it rapidly 
touching on what the mind is, training 
the mind, compassion and developing 
equanimity, the root of loving-kindness. 
The text also referred to the practice of 
calm-abiding and how to actualize spe-
cial insight, the notion that it is not that 
things don’t exist, it’s just that they don’t 
exist as they appear to do.

After lunch His Holiness met with mem-
bers of the press. He started by telling 
them about his commitment to promot-
ing human values, principally com-
passion. He told them that scientists’ 
conclusion that basic human nature is 
compassionate is a sign of hope that 
would be absent if it was anger instead. 
He lamented that modern education is 
too oriented to material goals and insuf-
ficiently concerned with inner values. 
He announced that later this month he 
will meet with co-compilers of a cur-
riculum for inculcating secular ethics in 
school and university students. He also 
voiced his support for religious harmo-
ny and his admiration for the way it has 
long flourished here in India. Finally, he 
mentioned having devolved all his po-
litical responsibilities to an elected lead-
ership, but remaining keenly concerned 
about Tibetan ecology and keeping Ti-
betan culture and language alive.

Interest in his successor led to His Holi-
ness being asked directly where the 15th 
Dalai Lama will be born. He replied, 
“Nobody knows. I pray I’ll continue to 
be able to be of service to sentient beings, 
but I sometimes doubt if I’m even the 
reincarnation of the 13th Dalai Lama.” 
When another journalist mentioned that 
the Chinese government has asserted it 
is their right to make a decision about 
his successor, His Holiness called it non-
sense. He conceded that in the past the 
Chinese Emperor had taken an interest 
in the recognition of the Dalai Lama, but 
that was when the Emperors considered 

Arunachal Chief Minister Pema Khandu thanking His Holiness the Dalai Lama at the start of teachings at 
the Yiga Choezin teaching ground in Tawang, Arunachal Pradesh, India on April 8, 2017. 

Photo by Tenzin Choejor/OHHDL
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themselves spiritual disciples.

“If the Chinese government wants to 
be involved in this they should first 
announce their acceptance of the theory 
of reincarnation. Then they should 
recognise reincarnations of Mao Zedong 
and Deng Xiaoping for their claim to 
have any legitimacy.”

When it was suggested that the people 
of Tawang would dearly love to have a 
Dalai Lama born amongst them again, 
His Holiness responded that there 
are people who say the same thing in 
Ladakh and even in Europe too. He 
reiterated that as early as 1969, in his 
March 10th statement, he had made it 
clear that whether or not there should 
be another Dalai Lama was up to the 
Tibetan peoples. He accepts that if they 
decide that it is an institution that is no 
longer relevant, it will cease. He expects 
Tibetan refugees, Mongolians and 
people of the Himalayan region from 
Ladakh to Tawang to have a say in this 
decision.

He mentioned that later this year he 
may resume discussions with prominent 
Tibetan spiritual leaders on how to 
proceed. He admitted that he has 
answered the question about whether a 
future Dalai Lama could be a woman 
with his own question, “Why not? There 
are already precedents of high female 
reincarnations.”

He repeated a response he first gave in 
Newark some years ago, taking off his 
glasses and challenging his questioners, 
“Look at my face. Do you think this talk 
of my reincarnation is urgent?”

Finally, he was asked how he stays so 
well and answered,

“I sometimes answer this, ‘That’s my 
secret,” but the truth is because of peace 
of mind. That and consistently getting 
nine hours sleep. I turn in at about 6.30 
in the evening and get up at 3.30 the 
following morning to do 4 - 5 hours of 
meditation. Not just shutting my eyes 
and relaxing the mind, but engaging 
in intense analysis about, for example, 
dependent arising and how it relates to 
reality.”

His Holiness the Dalai Lama Inaugurates 
Thupsung Dhargyeling Monastery in Dirang

His Holiness the Dalai Lama inaugurated 
Thubsung Dhargyalling Monastery in 
Dirang, Arunachal Pradesh on 6 April 
and conferred the Avalokiteshvara 
permission at the Monastery.

The ceremony was conducted in 
the presence of Governor of AP PB 
Acharya, Chief Minister Pema Khandu, 
state Assembly speaker TN Thongdok, 
Chief Secretary Shakuntala Gamlin and 
other dignitaries of West Kameng and 
Itanagar.

Nearly twenty thousand devotees, 
including devotees from neighboring 
Bhutan, monks and nuns, members 
of Tibetan community from Dirang, 
Itanagar greeted the Tibetan spiritual 
leader at the Thubsung Dhargyaling 
Monastery.

Tulku Thupten Rinpoche gave the 
welcome address and made mandala 
offering to His Holiness the Dalai Lama.

In his inaugural remarks, Governor of 
Arunachal Pradesh, PN Acharya,  said, 
“It gives me great pleasure to welcome 
His Holiness the Dalai Lama. I apologise 
for not being to receive you when you 
first arrived in Arunachal Pradesh. Your 
presence has given us strength that we 
have to march along with prosperity with 
spiritual content. I again bow my head 
and request you even at young 81 man 
who can move thousands of thousand, 
lakhs and lakhs want to hear you and 
see, please give us time. You can be part 
of the preaching, you are the living god, 
living saint.”

Tenzing Norbu Thongdok, Speaker of 
Legislative Assembly In his welcome 
speech, spoke of the divine feeling of 
goodness and human values that His 
Holiness brought to the occasion.

 “I feel it is a great opportunity to speak 
before the Dalai Lama. I take this 
opportunity to welcome His Holiness 
the Dalai Lama in West Kameng district 
and at the same time I also would like 
thank on behalf four MLAs from this 

district for His Holiness’ blessing and 
words of wisdom to the people of west 
kameng district. I feel lucky that with 
certain change of program, His Holiness 
travelled by road, covering from east 
to west of the state and in that way, we 
have received your blessing.

His Holiness the Dalai Lama began 
his talk by addressing his followers 
and devotees as brothers and sisters, 
“I always emphasise that we are same 
human being; same brothers and sisters. 
If we emphasise that, then there is no 
basis of bullying, cheating, harming or 
killing each other.

“All religion is ultimate source of 
compassion, self discipline, tolerance, 
however due to too much self centred 
attitude, short sightedness, religion also 
causing violence and division today. it is 
really sad,” His Holiness said.

His Holiness warned that if the present 
situation continues, the 21st century will 
also be a miserable one with more gap 
between poor and rich, more violence 
and discrimination.

Calling on the scores of his followers to 
imbibe the sense of brotherhood, mutual 
respect and sense of concern for the 
wellbeing of others, he said, “Since we are 
part of humanity, we cannot ignore these 
things. We cannot remain indifferent to 
the suffering of others. We are social 
animal, each individual’s future depend 
rest of humanity. Humanity thrives in 
peace and happiness, all Individuals will 
reap maximum benefit,” he said.

His Holiness said seeing the poverty 
and suffering of the people gave him an 
opportunity to think of compassion.

After concluding the inaugural 
ceremony of Thubsung Dhargyaling 
Monastery, His Holiness gave teachings 
on Geshe Langri Thangpa’s Eight 
verses of Training the Mind & Guru 
Yoga, followed by conferment of the 
Avalokiteshvara permission.
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Cross Signals Across the Himalayas
   
         By M K Narayanan, Published on The Hindu

The 14th Dalai Lama, Tenzin Gyatso, 
was in Arunachal Pradesh recently, which 
has greatly ruffled China’s feathers. 
Any reference to Arunachal Pradesh 
(‘Southern Tibet’ as China prefers to call 
it), in context or out of context, has the 
effect of raising temperatures in Beijing. 
The prolonged stay of His Holiness in 
the Tawang Monastery was, hence, the 
straw that broke the camel’s back.

The mild-mannered Dalai Lama spoke 
with unusual candour during his visit 
to Arunachal Pradesh, seeming to be at 
times even obliquely critical of China, 
something he had previously avoided. 
All these years, he had displayed 
remarkable restraint, despite constant 
Chinese provocations. On this occasion, 
his statements should, therefore, have 
come as a surprise to China.

Choice of Words

Nothing that the Dalai Lama said during 
his visit can even be remotely viewed as 
accusatory of China, but the words he 
employed — “I’ve long forgiven China’s 
Communist Government for occupying 
Tibet”; we support a ‘One China policy’, 
“all we want is the right to preserve our 
culture, language and identity”; “the 1.4 
billion Chinese people have every right 
to know the reality (of Tibet)”, “once 
they know the reality they will be able to 
judge”, “until now there has been only 
one-sided, wrong information” — had 
the effect of a whiplash and was bound 
to irk China. What should have provoked 
the Chinese even more is that at one 
point, reacting to Chinese objections to 
his Arunachal Pradesh visit, the Dalai 
Lama said, “I am the messenger of 
ancient Indian thoughts and values. I 
thank the Government of India for the 
support.”

So far, China’s reactions have been on 
predictable lines, though perhaps more 
incendiary than in the past. Beijing has 
issued a series of warnings, viz., that the 
Dalai Lama’s visit to Arunachal Pradesh 

would cause “deep damage” to Sino-
Indian ties, that New Delhi would need 
to make ‘a choice’ in its dealings with 
the Tibetan spiritual leader, that India 
had breached its commitment on the 
Tibet issue, taking particular umbrage at 
the Arunachal Pradesh Chief Minister’s 
statement that the State did not share its 
borders with China but with Tibet and 
asking India to stick to its ‘political 
pledges’ and not hurt China-India 
relations.

Official démarches were couched in still 
more intemperate language. Some were 
in the nature of a threat, that the visit 
would escalate disputes in the border 
area, fuel tensions between the two 
countries, impinge on China’s major 
concerns and core interests, territory 
and sovereignty, and thus damage India-
China relations. Chinese official media 
and the Chinese Communist Party, in 
turn, stepped up pressure on the Chinese 
government to take action against India. 
The China Daily observed that “if New 
Delhi chooses to play dirty… Beijing 
should not hesitate to answer blows with 
blows”. Chinese official spokespersons 
have rounded off this kind of diatribe 
by affirming that issues concerning 
Tibet have a bearing on China’s “core 
interests”.

China’s verbal outbursts on this occasion 
do not conform to type, even where they 
relate to the Dalai Lama. For China, a 
visit by the Dalai Lama to Arunachal 
Pradesh, including a sojourn in the 
Tawang Monastery, one of the holiest of 
Tibetan Buddhism, is no ordinary matter. 
As it is, China has certain deep-seated 
concerns about increasing political 
instability in areas such as Tibet, apart 
from the happenings in Xinjiang as well 
as other security problems. The Dalai 
Lama’s visit to Tawang at this time 
could, hence, look like a provocation.

Very recently, China had floated the 
idea of an Integrated National Security 
Concept, reflecting the extent of 

its prevailing insecurities. This has 
introduced certain ‘redlines’, that China 
would never compromise its legitimate 
rights and interests, or sacrifice its “core 
national interests”. On more than one 
occasion during the current exchanges, 
Chinese Foreign Ministry spokespersons 
had referred to issues concerning Tibet 
(and Southern Tibet) as having a direct 
bearing on China’s “core interests”.

Current China-India exchanges, hence, 
need to be examined from the purview 
of both international relations as well 
as the domestic situation prevailing in 
China. It must not be overlooked that 
the that Sino-Indian conflict of 1962 
occurred soon after China’s disastrous 
Great Leap Forward, in which a large 
number of Chinese perished, and the 
Dalai Lama fleeing Tibet and taking 
sanctuary in India. In 1962, Beijing had 
masked its intentions skilfully, while 
India, in the absence of any major overt 
action by China, was lulled into a false 
sense of complacency.

We need to ensure that there is no 
repetition of lack of vigil on our part. In 
1959-60, the Dalai Lama had not quite 
attained the same international stature 
that he currently enjoys as the most 
revered symbol of Tibetan Buddhism. 
Yet, China was even then willing to risk 
a conflict with India, then the undisputed 
leader of the Non-Aligned Movement, 
angered by the grant of asylum to the 
Dalai Lama. The stakes for China are, 
if anything, greater today, as it seeks to 
emerge as a global leader. China would 
like to ensure that its ‘rear’ remains 
quiescent, rather than troubled, so as to 
devote its energies to attain its goals.

The Tawang factor

Indian commentators keep referring 
from time to time to the fact that China 
had shifted its stand on Tawang. This 
may be true, but there is little doubt 
about the centrality of Tawang (the 
birth place of the sixth Dalai Lama) in 

India must realise that China is no longer willing to remain a status quo power
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China’s scheme of things for this region. 
During several rounds of discussions on 
the Sino-Indian border, my counterpart 
as the Chinese Special Representative 
for boundary talks, Dai Bingguo, made 
it amply clear to me that Tawang was 
non-negotiable.

In 2005, China signed an Agreement on 
the Political Parameters and Guiding 
Principles for the Settlement of the 
India-China Boundary Question (Dai 
Bingguo and I were the signatories) 
which stipulated that areas with settled 
populations would not be affected in 
any exchange. Even before the ink was 
dry, China began to dissimulate as far 
as Tawang was concerned, even though 
Tawang is the most ‘Indianised’ place in 
the entire Northeast. All this leaves little 
scope for compromise with regard to 
areas like Tawang.

Understanding the way the Chinese 
mind works is important. It tends to 
be eclectic, contextual and relational, 
leaning towards systemic content and 
history. Chinese thinking tends to 
be convoluted and its methodology 
obtuse. Chinese assertiveness is often 
rooted in strategic insecurity and a 
perceived sensitivity to domestic 
tensions. China constantly flaunts its 
‘exceptionalism’ and its ‘uniqueness’. 
Chinese exceptionalism tends today to 
be largely historical and revivalist. A 
combination of Mao’s utopianism and 
Deng Xiaoping’s realism has left China 
in a kind of philosophical vacuum. It 
has led to an excess of nationalism and 
nationalistic fervour, making China’s 
objectives clear-cut.

China’s policymakers are cautious by 
temperament but are known to take risks. 
They are skilled at morphing the gains 
favoured by each past civilisation and 
adjusting these to modern conditions. 
They prefer attrition to forceful 
intervention, a protracted campaign to 
gain a relative advantage.

Currently, China has jettisoned the 
Guiding Principles laid down by Deng 
Xiaoping, “coolly observe…, hide your 
capacities, bide your time”. Buoyed by 
its military muscle, and with a defence 
budget of $151.5 billion (2017) which is 

much larger than that of all other nations 
with the exception of the U.S., China 
is no longer willing to remain a status 
quo power, or play by existing rules 
governing the international order. India 
must realise this, and avoid being caught 
unawares.

The OBOR outlier

As it is, China is constantly seeking 
ways to isolate India. It is engaged in 
building advantageous power relations, 
acquiring bases and strengthening 
ties with countries across Asia, Africa 
and beyond. China’s latest One Belt, 

The symbolism of the Dalai Lama’s 
week-long visit to Arunachal Pradesh, 
his seventh to the state including his 
arrival 58 years ago, wasn’t lost on lo-
cal residents. In the monastery town 
of Tawang, where the Tibetan spiritual 
leader first arrived in India in 1959, 
aged 23, after a perilous 15-day journey 
across the Tibetan plateau, thousands 
lined up on April 6 to receive him. “This 
is a very special visit for us,” said local 
businessman Jambey Lobsang, 28, “be-
cause I don’t think the Dalai Lama may 
come back given his age. He is energet-
ic, but we mustn’t forget he is 81.”

Tawang is where the remarkable 58 
year journey in exile began for Tenzin 
Gyatso, the 14th Dalai Lama. Tawang is 
also where the final chapter of his lead-
ership of the Tibetan movement may be-
gin. Although he is a very healthy 81 – 
and Tibetans understandably don’t even 
want to contemplate life after the 14th 
Dalai Lama – the question of his succes-
sion looms ever larger. And Tawang, the 
birthplace of the 6th Dalai Lama, is for 
many the most likely location where a 
reincarnation could be chosen.

This significance wasn’t lost on China, 
which responded more angrily than it 
had done during the Dalai Lama’s previ-
ous visits to Arunachal. Besides his 1959 
arrival, the Tibetan spiritual leader has 
visited in 1983, 1997, twice in 2003 and 

in 2009. On April 5, Beijing summoned 
the Indian Ambassador in Beijing Vijay 
Gokhale – as it had done in earlier vis-
its, and most recently when Prime Min-
ister Modi visited Arunachal last year. 
But the Foreign Ministry also warned it 
would take “necessary measures” to de-
fend its sovereignty, and accused India 
of “violating its solemn commitments 
on Tibet-related issues”. In the eyes of 
some Chinese officials, statements by 
Arunachal Pradesh Chief Minister Pema 
Khandu, who said the state bordered Ti-
bet and not China, as well as remarks by 
the Dalai Lama criticising Chinese rule 
in Tibet, had “violated” India’s commit-
ments that Tibet is part of China and it 
wouldn’t allow “anti-China” political 
activities.

“Definitely this time the stridency of 
their tone and the kind of language they 
have used and frequency of their com-
ments is far more than we had seen ear-
lier,” said Ashok Kantha, India’s envoy 
in Beijing until 2016 and director of the 
Institute of Chinese Studies, who was 
also handling relations with China at the 
Ministry of External Affairs in Delhi at 
the time of the earlier visits in 1997 and 
2003.

China’s Response

Both in Delhi and in Beijing, the Tawa-
ng visit has been seen as a shift in In-

One Road (OBOR) initiative signifies 
its new outreach, extending from the 
eastern extremity of Asia to Europe — 
the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 
represents its most significant strategic 
aspect — and has the backing of most 
countries in the region. India is an 
outlier in this respect, and perhaps the 
only major Asian nation that has not 
yet endorsed the concept. If as China 
anticipates that OBOR has the potential 
to alter the status quo across the region 
with most nations accepting a long-term 
commitment to China, India could find 
itself friendless in Asia and beyond.

Tibet Card
  
  By Tongam Rina |  Ananth Krishnan - Published on India Today
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dia’s diplomacy. Supporters of the Modi 
government say India is finally standing 
up to China – ironically, a view echoed 
in Beijing, where State newspapers said 
India was “playing the Tibet card”. Hu 
Shisheng, a scholar at the China Insti-
tutes for Contemporary International 
Relations in Beijing, said the visit was 
“part of a series policies the Indian gov-
ernment has been taking in playing the 
Tibet card,” referring to the Dalai Lama 
being hosted in December for the first 
time at Rashtrapati Bhavan along with 
other Nobel laureates, and Minister of 
State for Home Affairs Kiren Rijiju ac-
companying him to Arunachal.

“It seems to me that this [the Modi] 
government’s Tibet policy is American-
ised,” said Hu. “When nearly all the oth-
er countries are respecting China’s Tibet 
policy and hold themselves aloof from 
the Dalai Lama and his group, only the 
Americans and Indians are still loving 
to play this card to embarrass or even to 
disgust China. Modi’s government from 
the very beginning has been stirring up 
this issue once and again, from invit-
ing Lobsang Sangay [the Sikyong, or 
“prime minister in exile”] to attend the 
inauguration of Prime Minister Modi, to 
the meeting between the Indian Presi-
dent and Dalai Lama, from the parlia-
ment member talking about awarding 
the Bharat Ratna to the Dalai Lama, to 
being accompanied by the minister to 
the disputed area between India and Chi-
na. What is much worse is the so-called 
chief minister even saying that his state 
does not share a boundary with China. 
This is really too much.”

How is China likely to respond? Hu says 
“China has various resources to deal 
with such deliberate anti-China policies, 
like suspending some interaction mecha-
nisms.” Lin Minwang, a strategic affairs 
expert in Fudan University in Shanghai, 
adds, “China has many ‘cards’ which can 
be used to counter India, but it would be 
unwise to try to put economic costs to 
India or stop some exchanges. This is 
not the way China conducts its foreign 
policy.” In the past, with respect to In-
dia, Beijing’s strong statements didn’t 
lead to specific actions, in contrast to 
steps China has taken with other coun-
tries that hosted the Dalai Lama, most 

recently Mongolia, which saw a brief 
suspension of diplomatic and trade ties.

The sense is Beijing has one eye on the 
BRICS Summit it is hosting in Septem-
ber, which China hopes will be a grand 
success, without disruptions, and will 
showcase Xi Jinping as a global leader. 
BRICS will take place barely a month 
before the key once-in-five-year 19th 
Party Congress, where Xi will hope to 
consolidate his authority and promote 
his acolytes. It also remains unlikely 
China will disrupt a busy calendar of 
exchanges between both countries in 
the lead up to BRICS, with three Indian 
ministers – Finance Minister Arun Jait-
ley, Commerce Minister Nirmala Sithar-
aman and Power Minister Piyush Goyal 
-expected in June and July, and National 
Security Adviser Ajit Doval also due for 
the BRICS NSAs meeting. And for now, 
China is preoccupied with its major One 
Belt, One Road forum that Xi Jinping 
will host in May, with 20 heads of state 
likely to attend. Somewhat fortunately, 
there are no major engagements with 
India until then, yet Beijing could still 
choose to flex its muscles.
The Tibet Card

Beyond the optics, has there been a 
change in India’s approach? “If there is 
any change, it is actually on the Chinese 
side, not on the Indian side,” said Kan-
tha, the former envoy, suggesting India, 
in fact, had been very consistent in al-
lowing the Dalai Lama to travel. Kantha 
makes a persuasive case to underline that 
the seventh visit, in many respects, re-
flected more continuity than change, and 
that perhaps the difference this time was 
more in Beijing’s response. “Gradually, 
they have become more strident in their 
tone,” he says.  “All Indian leaders in-
cluding the present Prime Minister have 
received the Dalai Lama. We didn’t go 
out of the way to publicise these meet-
ings. This is a perfectly routine practice 
we have pursued for 60 years. It is fairly 
routine for local chief ministers and dig-
nitaries to receive him too.”

As for China’s argument that the pres-
ence of Minister of State for Home 
Affairs Kiren Rijiju in the first stop in 
Arunachal underlined that this visit was 
qualitatively different and “official”, 

Kantha dismisses that notion, point-
ing out that “the minister comes from 
Arunachal so accompanying him is not 
being done by the Government of In-
dia to make a point. If the MoS Home 
wasn’t from the state, it’s very unlikely a 
central government minister would have 
travelled all the way.” The visit, Kantha 
adds, did not violate any of India’s com-
mitments on Tibet. India’s position on 
Tibet being a part of China still stands. 
“There is nothing we have done that 
runs counter to that and by no stretch of 
imagination can this visit be described 
as an anti-China activity,” he adds. “The 
Dalai Lama travels extensively as you 
are aware, both within and outside India. 
Can we really tell him he cannot go to 
Arunachal? The Chinese should sit back 
and think. The visit to Arunachal for us 
was on par with him visiting Himachal 
Pradesh, or Tamil Nadu for that matter.”

The idea that India can use the Dalai 
Lama as “a card” has been suggested by 
both Indian strategic experts, who see it 
as easy leverage, and more recently by 
the Chinese media, that has alleged the 
recent visit was proof of India “playing 
the Dalai Lama card”. Kantha, however, 
describes it as “a figment of the imagina-
tion”. “I don’t see the Dalai Lama being 
used by the Government of India. The 
way the Government of India manages 
our relations, it’s not in such a tactical 
way. What does the Government of In-
dia get out of it? Does it yield any tan-
gible returns?” Nirupama Rao, former 
foreign secretary and former envoy to 
China, says the Tibet card “is a stereo-
typed cliche that if Tibet is not China’s, 
it is ours to gain”. “We have no ulterior 
motives in Tibet. Our brief is not Curzo-
nian,” says Rao. “India has held the line 
on Tibet with biblical patience all these 
years.” Rao says, adding that “Beijing 
cannot claim even a modicum of moral 
ground on this issue”.

Changing China

The challenge facing India is a greater 
Chinese assertiveness on its “core” inter-
ests, and Tibet and Taiwan are top of the 
list. When the new U.S. President Don-
ald Trump threatened to review the ‘One 
China policy’ and had a telephone call 
with the Taiwan President Tsai Ing-wen, 
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Beijing threatened to cut off all contact 
and did not arrange the first telephone 
call between Xi Jinping and Trump 
until the U.S. President agreed to pub-
licly reaffirm the ‘One China policy’. Xi 
called Trump only after he agreed to do 
an embarrassing u-turn on his campaign 
trail bluster. With Chinese sensitivities 
already unnerved by Trump, there is a 
sense that the Dalai Lama’s visit, shortly 
after, perhaps triggered a greater than 
usual outburst.

Rao, the former foreign secretary, says 
India shouldn’t cave in to Chinese as-
sertiveness. “China sees Tawang as ‘dis-
puted territory’ and is deeply suspicious 
and insecure about the Dalai Lama’s 
aura and the weight of his global perso-
na. With this latest development it is as 
if two atoms have collided. The Chinese 
have shown little sensitivity to India’s 
well-justified grievances on Masood 
Azhar or their activities in PoK. Rolling 
over and playing dead cannot be an op-
tion for a self-respecting large country 
like India,” she says. “The Chinese keep 
talking about the sentiments of the Chi-
nese people and how their government 
cannot ignore them. The same thumb 
rule applies for the Indian people, too.”

Succession Question

Another possible explanation for Chi-
na’s fiery response is its increasing 
anxiety on the succession question. If 
the 15th Dalai Lama were chosen from 
Tawang, Beijing is aware that she or he 
could emerge as a far more credible suc-
cessor than the candidate that China will 
put forward. “The Chinese are laying 
down markers in terms of controlling the 
process,” says Kantha, “and its likely to 
become a contentious issue.” Hence, as 
the Dalai Lama visited Tawang, China’s 
government, as well as its offiical Ti-
betologists, came out with strong state-
ments reaffirming Beijing’s stand on the 
succession question. “The reincarnation 
of the Dalai Lama must be conducted ac-
cording to religious rituals and historical 
conventions including drawing of lots 
from the Golden Urn in front of the Bud-
dha statue at the Jokhang Temple in Lha-
sa, which embodies the Buddhist spirit, 
and not by what the 14th Dalai Lama has 
said,” the Foreign Ministry said.

Lian Xiangmin,  Director of Institute of 
Contemporary Tibetan Studies at the of-
ficial China Tibetology Research Centre 
that advises the government on Tibet 
policy, said his hope was that “the Da-
lai Lama’s succession should be found 
in his homeland, that is China”. “There 
are six million Tibetan people. Apart 
from religious followers who are Tibet-
an there are also people of other ethnic 
groups who follow Tibetan Buddhism. I 
believe they hope to see the 14th Dalai 
Lama produced in China. So far, there 
have been 14 Dalai Lamas produced in 
China.”

Yet Beijing knows that if the Dalai Lama 
chooses a successor on his own terms, 
it will likely face a huge challenge in 
pushing the credibility of its candidate, 
as underlined by the difficulties China 
has faced in promoting its candidate 
for the 11th Panchen Lama, who hasn’t 
been given a high public profile by Bei-
jing. Nirupama Rao, the former foreign 
secretary, argues that this is an issue in 
which India has a stake. “We are stake-
holders because we cannot abandon the 
interests of the Tibetans who live in In-
dia. The window is open during the life-
time of His Holiness the Dalai Lama. 
Our position should be that the religious 
and cultural sanctity of the process of 
succession should be respected and up-
held above all. We should be flag bearers 
on this aspect.”

“The world, not just India, consciously 
abandoned Tibet to its fate in 1950,” 
adds Rao. “Only His Holiness the Da-
lai Lama retains his sanctity in this sorry 
narrative. While Tibet cannot be a geo-
political pawn on the India-versus-Chi-
na chessboard, given the Chinese stand 
on the McMahon Line, our signing on 
the dotted line of confirmation of Tibet 
as a part of China put us in a twist, con-
demned to strategic purgatory, neither in 
heaven nor hell. Hindsight is a hurtful 
thing.”

Uncertain Future

With an increasingly assertive China, 
coupled with the growing prominence of 
the succession issue, the Tibet question 
is emerging again as a prominent factor 
in India’s relations. China’s claims on 

Tawang have grown louder since they 
were first voiced in 1985, and despite a 
border agreement signed between both 
countries in 2005 that both sides would 
take into account the interests of settled 
populations when arriving at a mutually 
acceptable solution for the boundary dis-
pute.

In Tawang, many fear this may be the 
Dalai Lama’s last visit, even though the 
Arunachal Pradesh state government 
has invited him back to conduct a Ka-
lachakra initiation, which would, in all 
certainty, trigger another diplomatic row 
with China. For Tawang’s residents, 
however, China is far from their minds. 
A greater concern is poor roads and 
bad infrastructure. A 20 km drive into 
Tawang takes one hour.  Few in Tawang 
are willing to speak about the succes-
sion question, which is a highly emotive 
topic. No one, understandably, wants 
to contemplate life after the 14th Dalai 
Lama. Among younger residents, some 
are aware China will have its say on the 
reincarnation, given the Panchen Lama 
controversy.

Few in Tawang saw the Dalai Lama’s 
visit as being any different from the his 
previous one in 2009. As then, the entire 
Tawang town was decked up in flowers, 
prayer flags, as well as Indian and Tibet-
an flags.  Also as in 2009, there appeared 
to be some hesitation from the govern-
ment, as the Tibetan flags vanished over-
night in some places, although not at the 
famous Tawang monastery. Uncertain-
ties notwithstanding, for Lama Lobsang, 
the caretaker of the Urgeyling Monas-
tery in Tawang where the sixth Dalai 
Lama was born, the future couldn’t be 
more clear. “China,” he says simply, 
“should mind its own business.”
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QUOTES

“His Holiness expressed his sorrow at the growing trend of violence in the name of religion across 
the world. “We are experiencing joy and spiritual bliss today in this hall. However, at this very 
time, people are dying of violence in the name of religion in parts of the world. Religion should 
be a source of happiness and contentment, not violence,” His Holiness said, and called on India 
to take more effort to promote their unique culture of religious harmony elsewhere in the world.” 
His Holiness the Dalai Lama during ‘International Conference on Buddhism in 21st Century’ at 

Rajgir on 17 March 2017.

******

“Education is our only hope, but due to a consensus among educationists, scientists and social 
workers that the current education system is inadequate when it comes to dealing with inner val-
ues, we formed this group to formulate an approach to secular ethics. These values are related 
to our emotions, so we need a better understanding of them and the workings of the mind. ” His 
Holiness the Dalai Lama during Core Committee Working on the Curriculum for Universal Ethics 

on 28 April 2017.

******

“The Chinese government under President Xi Jinping’s leadership has taken an alarming position 
on Tibet that states ‘China’s security and stability is dependent on Tibet’s security and stability,’ 
based on which individual Tibetans are having to ‘give up on their security in return for gaining 
harmony.’ Such strategic approach warrants increased repression in Tibet.” Sikyong Dr Lobsang 

Sangay during the 58th National Uprising Day at Tsuglagkhang on 10 March 2017.

******

“In fact, over the past several years, the policy has kept getting ever more severe. It has been the 
ardent wish of His Holiness the Dalai Lama and resolute stand of the Central Tibetan Administra-
tion that the issue of Tibet should be resolved by the middle way approach. Although the efforts 
to revive the Sino-Tibetan dialogue with this end in view have been transparent and universally 
known, there has so far been no responsible requisite response of any kind from the Chinese side.” 
Deputy Speaker Acharya Yeshi Phuntsok during 58th Tibetan National Uprising Day on 10 March 

2017.

                            ******


