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His Holiness the Dalai Lama
Inaugurates Tibet Pavilion
in Pune
28 July 2013

February 2014

His Holiness the Dalai Lama
inaugurated the Tibet Pavilion at the
FACT (Foundation Against Continuing
Terrorism) - Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
Museum on Indian History, in Vadgoan
Shinde, Pune, on 28 July 2013. The
Tibet Pavilion features an exhibition of
texts and photographs depicting Tibet’s
history, current situation and the travails
of the Tibetan people inside and in-exile

since the occupation of Tibet by the
People’s Republic of China in 1959. The
exhibition on Tibet is a replication of the
Tibet Museum’s permanent exhibition
housed at Mcleod Ganj, Dharamsala.
The Tibet Pavilion was founded by
Francois Gautier and Namrata Gautier
of the FACT - Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj Museum on Indian History,
Pune and facilitated by the Tibet
Museum of Department of Information
and International Relations by providing
contents, photographs and other
necessary help. 		


His Holiness the Dalai Lama at a photo exhibition on Tibet during the inauguration of
the Tibet Pavilion at Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Museum on Indian History in Vadgoan
Shinde, Pune
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The Tibet Museum Showcases a Photo Expo during
the International Solidarity Campaign
17 May 2013

The Tibet Museum organised
a day-long exhibition titled
“The Self-Immolation in Tibet”,
“Glimpses on the History of Tibet”
and “A Long Look Homeward”
at Tsuglag-khang (Main Temple),
Mcleod Ganj, Dharamsala.

His Holiness the Dalai Lama releasing the book “Glimpses of the History of Tibet”.
Also seen in the picture are author Claude Arpi and the director of
the Tibet Museum, Tashi Phuntsok

His Holiness the Dalai
Lama Releases book on
History of Tibet
28 July 2013

His Holiness the Dalai Lama
released a pictorial book titled
‘Glimpses on the History of Tibet’,
authored by Claude Arpi and
published by the Tibet Museum of
the DIIR, CTA.
The pictorial book was adapted
from Arpi’s exhibition on Tibet’s
history. It illustrates Tibet’s rich
cultural, political and religious
history from its mythical origins
to its modern day struggles
following the occupation of Tibet
by the People’s Republic of China.
Beginning with the land of snow’s
mythic creation and weaving a
history that has seen the reign of
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The exhibition drew thousands
of visitors, including foreigners,
Indians and a posse of journalists
who were in Dharamsala to
cover the Indian Premier League
extravaganza.

The main objective of the
exhibition was to spread awareness
about the Tibet’s culture, history
great kings, the storied introduction
and the current situation.
of Buddhism and independent
nationhood, this book also reveals
The exhibition on Self-imolations
the complex political realities of
aims to explain the reasons and
historical Tibet from priest-patron
circumstances that have led to
relations with Mongol rulers,
ordinary Tibetans from all walks of
invasion by foreign empires and
life committing such a drastic act.
finally the painful degradation of
The exhibition “Glimpses on the
the peaceful Tibet nation into its
History of Tibet” mainly focuses
present status.
on Tibet’s culture, religion and
history, while “A Long Look
Through this book, the Tibet
Homeward” focuses on the
Museum aims to reconnect young
Chinese occupation, its impact on
Tibetans with their ancestral land
Tibet and its people, the physical
and also to inform and educate nonand cultural destruction that have
Tibetans on the history, culture and
followed and the life of the Tibetan
resilience of Tibet. 		

people in exile. 		


THE

TIBET MUSEUM
E-NEWSLETTER

awareness
among
Tibetans, as well as
foreign and Indian
visitors about the
2 September 2013
On the occasion of 53rd Tibetan issue of Tibet.
Democracy Day, Sikyong Dr.
Lobsang Sangay inaugurated a The exhibition was
month-long photo exhibition titled housed for one
“Tibet’s Journey in Exile” at the month, till 1 October
2013. 
Tibet Museum, in Dharamsala.

Sikyong Opens Exhibition
on Tibet’s Journey in Exile

The Tibet Museum first launched the
Sikyong Dr. Lobsang Sangay and Chief Justice Commisexhibition as part of a programme
sioner Ngawang Phelgey at the launch of a month-long
photo exhibition on Tibet’s Journey in Exile
to mark 50 years in exile, at Tibet Expo at
Phendeling Tibetan Settlement in
History of Tibet” and “Journey
Mainpat, in central India, in June Himalayan Festival
in Exile”. Several documentary
2010 and later showcased it in 24 November 2013
Tibetan settlements, schools and The Tibet Museum showcased a movies on Tibet were also screened
rare photo exhibit on the history of during the festival, along with
monasteries across India.
Tibet and the 50 years of Tibetan exhibition.
The exhibition portrays more life in exile, during a day-long
than 50 years of efforts made by Himalayan Festival held at Ritz The Himalayan Festival was jointly
organised by the Department
Tibetans to revive their cultural Ground, Shimla.
of Tourism, Himachal State
identity, build a sustainable
Government and Department
Chief
Minister
Virbhadra
Singh
community, and establish a robust
democracy in exile, after China’s along with Sikyong Dr. Lobsang of Home of the Central Tibetan
invasion of Tibet. The exhibition Sangay, Deputy Speaker Khenpo Administration and aimed at
was organized in Dharamsala with Sonam Tenphel, Health Kalon Dr. promoting friendship and cultural
five new panels showcasing His Tsering Wangchuk and Director of understanding among peoples,
Holiness the Dalai Lama’s historic Tourism Mohan Chauhan visited especially those living in the
devolution of political authority to the exhibitions “Glimpses on the Himalayan regions. 
the democratically-elected Tibetan
leadership.
The exhibition aims to thank the
people and government of India for
their generous help and unflinching
support for Tibetans over the
last five decades. It also aims to
express Tibetans’ deep gratitude
to His Holiness the Dalai Lama
for his remarkable leadership
and benevolence, and the elder
generation for their dedication and
hard work in rebuilding robust
Tibetans community in exile.
Another important goal is to raise

Chief Minister Virbhadra Singh and Sikyong Dr. Lobsang Sangay visit the photo
exhibition on Tibet during the Himalayan Festival in Shimla
Tibet Museum E-Newsletter | Page 3
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Tibet Photo Expo in South
Indian Cities
Auroville, Coimbatore, Kochi

With the objective to raise
awareness about Tibet’s history,
culture and the current situation,
the Tibet Museum showcased
two
photo exhibitions titled
“The Burning Question: Why
are Tibetans turning to Selfimmolation?” and “Tibet’s Journey
into Exile” in the southern Indian
states of Tamil Nadu and Kerala.
The Tibet Museum commenced
its South India tour from the Tibet
Pavilion in Auroville, from 26 –
29 December 2013. More than
700 people including tourists and
Aurovillians visited the exhibition.
From 3-4 January, the exhibitions
were showcased at Hotel Anamalia,
Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu and from
6-7 January 2014 at St. Albert’s
College, Ernakulam (Kochi) Kerala.
A large number of locals, including
students from colleges throng in
large number to see the exhibition,
with keen interest and enthusiasm.
The exhibition received lots
of positive feedback for being
informative and featuring factual
evidence through photographs.
Leading national dailies like – The
Hindu, The Times of India, The
Indian Express, The Economist,
Deccan Chronicle, Asian News
International and Mathrubhumi
covered the event, as did local TV
channels and vernacular papers.
The exhibition titled – “Tibet’s
Journey into Exile” portrayed the
efforts of the elder generation of
Tibetans, under the leadership of
His Holiness the Dalai Lama, to
revive Tibet’s culture, language and
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religion, and build
a sustainable and
robust
democratic
society in exile. The
exhibition also aimed
to thank the Indian
government and its
people for hosting the
Tibetan people for
the last fifty years and
for their continued
support.

Ms. Tenzin Chodon explaining the exhibit to Mrs. Pranati
Phukan, Minister of Cultural Affairs, Assam

The 2nd exhibition titled “The
Burning Question: Why are Tibetans
Turning into Self-immolations?”
featured background information
about the ongoing wave of selfimmolation inside Tibet.
Along with the photo exhibit,
documentary movies on Tibet’s
history, current situation and
self-immolations were screened.
Official publications of the Central
Tibetan Administration were also
freely distributed. 

Tibet Photo Expo at Tibet
Festival, Guwahati
2-6 February 2014

The Tibet Museum has held a 5
days photo exhibition at the AC
Art Gallery, Kalashetra, Guwahati,
Assam during the Tibet Festival.
The exhibitions titled “A Long Look
Homeward” and “The Burning
Question: Why are Tibetans turning
to Self-immolation” with textual
presentation in Tibetan, English
and Hindi were showcased during
the festival. The exhibitions portray
Tibet’s political history before the
Chinese invasion, the results of

Chinese occupation and current
situation inside Tibet including
the background information about
self-immolations in Tibet.
A host of dignitaries visited the
Tibet photo exhibition: Sikyong
Dr. Lobsang Sangay, Pema
Khandu, Minister of Tourism and
Rural Development of Arunachal
Pradesh, Pranati Phukan, Minister
of Cultural Affairs of Assam, G.M
Shrivastava, IPS (Rtd.), Advisor
to Chief Minister of Assam, Shri
Gaurav Gogoi, Director and
co-founder of the Farm 2 Food
Foundation and son of Assam
Chief Minister and Guru Tulku,
Abbot of Tawang Monastery.
The Tibet Museum also screened
documentary movies on Tibet
and hosted Tibet Awareness Talk
Series during the 5 day festival.
Speakers of the talk series includes
Tashi Phuntsok, Secretary of DIIR,
Thubten Samphell, Director of the
TPI and Ven. Lhakdor, Director of
the LTWA. More than two thousand
people from Assam, Arunachal
Pradesh and Tibetans from North
Eastern regions of India visited the
Tibet Museum’s photo expo during
the festival. 
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Tibet Awareness
Talk Series

September 13, 2013: Mr
Jigmey Tsultrim, Head of the
Tibetan Career Centre under the
Held Monthly
In order to raise awareness about Department of Home (CTA) gave
Tibet and its present situation, a talk on the “Evolution of the
the Tibet Museum conducts a Tibetan Community in Exile”.
bi-monthly talk series inviting
researchers, scholars, and other September 20, 2013: Mr.
Tibet experts. The target audience John Gaudette, legal intern at
are visitors from different parts of the Tibetan Center for Human
the world who want to learn about Rights and Democracy spoke on
Tibet. The talk series also include “International Law and Tibet,
question and answer sessions and crimes against humanity, selfdetermination and accountability”.
other post-talk activities.
May 24, 2013: Mr. Tenzin Norbu,
Head of the Environment and
Development Desk, DIIR, gave a
talk on “Degrading, Denuding and
Depopulating Tibet”.
June 21, 2013: Ms Tenzin Tseyang
from the Women Empowerment
Desk of the CTA gave a talk on
the “Status of Tibetan Women in
Exile”.

October 11, 2013: Ms. Nyima
Lhamo, General Secretary of the
Tibetan Women’s Association
(TWA) spoke on the “Status of
Tibetan Women inside Tibet and
China”.

October 25, 2013: Ms. Trinley
Palmo, Head of the Public Health
Division, Department of Health,
gave a talk on the “Healthcare
System of the Tibetan Community
July 19, 2013: Ms Tenzin Seldon, in Exile”.
the Guest Speaker of the day gave
a presentation on the “Tibetan
Diaspora, Perspective of the
Youth”.

Mr. Claude Arpi at the Tibet Museum

November 14, 2013: Claude Arpi,
writer and Tibetologist gave a talk
on “Disneyland of Snow, Hijacking
Tibet”. Mr.Arpi’s talk opposed
Tibet’s beauty, on one hand, and
its touristic exploitation by the
Chinese government, on the other.
November 19, 2013: Gabriel
Lafitte, writer, trainer and
environmental expert gave a talk
titled “Is the nomadic way of life
coming to an end?” 

August 9, 2013: Mr Karma D
Namgyal, Head of UN, EU &
Human Rights Desk of the DIIR
spoke on the“United Nations &
its role and obligation to the UN
Human Rights Mechanisms”.
August 23, 2013: Mr Tempa
Gyaltsen, Researcher of the
Environment and Development
Desk, DIIR gave a talk on “Mining
Vs Sacred Mountains”.

Mr. Gabriel Lafitte during his talk at the Tibet Museum
Tibet Museum E-Newsletter | Page 5
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Pains of Tibetans Captured
in Photographs
by Anushree Madhavan
Indian Express

“Father, being a Tibetan is so
difficult. We can’t say our prayer
before the Dalai Lama’s portrait.
We have no freedom at all…”
These were the last words of
23-year-old Tamdin Tso, who
immolated herself to oppose
the dictatorial laws imposed by
the Chinese Government on the
Tibetan territory, two years ago.
This and many more such last
words by people who wanted
to be free from the Chinese and
immolated themselves and pictures
of demonstration from the 1950’s
have been displayed at a rare Tibet
Photo Expo organized by the
Tibet Museum of the Department
of Information and International
Relations,
Central
Tibetan
Administration, Dharamsala and
Friends of Tibet, Coimbatore
Railway Junction on Friday.
The photo expo, a narrative of
Tibetans’ life in exile and self
immolation,
was
organized
primarily to educate the people
of Namma Coimbatore about the
Chinese aggression in Tibet for
more than 50 years. The expo
has photos of demonstrations and
protests by the Tibetans during
1959, the Lhasa protest between
1987 and 1989 and the cultural
protests and the rich history of
Tibet. Documentaries showing
various protests are also being
screened. Tibet, also known as
the Third Pole, with a population
of 6 million people, has been
suffering at the hands of Chinese
Page 6 | Tibet Museum E-Newsletter

land. “Through this initiative we
want to thank the Indian people
for hosting Tibetans in this country
for the last 50 years and for their
undying support,” he said.
The photographs take one through
the protests conducted by the
Tibetans against the Chinese
Government. Information on
economic, political, cultural and
environmental changes in Tibet is
conveyed through the photographs,
the members have just brought
some of the important pictures that
Article in the Indian Express
Government for long, and through deliver their message.
the expo, the Tibetans seek global
intervention to alleviate their “In our museum we have a collection
sufferings and wish that some of about 50,000 photographs of
changes could come along that will Tibet before and after the Chinese
repression,” shared Tashi. The
help regain their identity.
photos under the second title show
Tashi Phuntsok, Director of the the connection that Tibetans, the
Tibet Museum explained: “The successful refugee group of India
first half of the exhibition is as they call themselves, has with
called “The Burning Question: our country.
Why are Tibetans turning to self
immolation” and the second part Many facts of the Plateau region,
is called “Tibet’s Journey into like the Chinese exploiting the
Exile”. The first title features mountains in Tibet, which are
background information about the rich in gold, copper and uranium,
reasons behind self immolations. Tibetans being forced to denounce
For more than 50 years now Tibet the Dalai Lama, school kids forced
is occupied by the Chinese and to wear Chinese uniforms, Chinese
there has been a drastic change in population increasing every day,
the culture and language in Tibet. come to the fore in the expo.
They do not have religious freedom
and they are not given any human The photo expo, which was earlier
rights,” said Tashi. He added that conducted at the Tibet Pavilion
as the conventional ways of protest in Auroville in Tamil Nadu, is
in Tibet are restricted, Tibetans being conducted for the first time
in Coimbatore. After its launch in
have taken to self immolation.
2000, the members of the Tibet
The second title shows how Museum have travelled to different
Tibetans have sustained to live in parts of the country and their next
exile and manage to revive their stop is St. Albert College in Kochi.
culture, language, religion and 
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Project Update:

Renovation and furniture purchase for the Museum Office

The Tibet Museum Office was
relocated to the first floor of
the same building, in order to
accommodate a separate physical
archive and improve the office
space. The Museum carried out
minor renovations of the office,
including painting of the interior
and exterior of the office and bought
furniture and flooring. At present
we have one physical archive room,
one common workin area and one
office for the Museum Director.

Physical Archive Installation

The Tibet Museum successfully
installed a separate physical
archive room with the required
dehumidifier machine and air
conditioner. Two windows were
permanently sealed and an airtight
door was purchased for the archive
room.

Renovation and Upgrading of the
Permanent Museum

The Tibet Museum in McLeod
Ganj is a two-floor building that
lacked the space to accommodate
additional exhibitions. With the
approval of the DIIR, the Museum
converted one room, which was
earlier used for storing traveling
exhibit kits, into an exhibit room.
A renovation involved bringing
down the wall between the rooms,
installing a big glass window,
rewiring the lighting system of
the ground floor and all display
board and replacing conventional
lighting systems with CLF bulb.
Following the renovation, both
inside and outside of the museum

Interior of the Tibet Museum after renovation, rewiring and paint job

contain 327 photographs taken by
Mr. John Orig during his visit to
Two LED screens were installed the Kham and Amdo regions of
on each floor of the museum, with Tibet in 1998 and 2001.
an aim to inform visitors about
the current situation inside Tibet, Three museum staff members
visited three settlements in Bir
through videos.
and Chauntra as a part of Tibet
In order to maximize its Tibet Museum’s Family Photo Album
awareness campaign, the Tibet Collection project. Equipped with
Museum started a yearlong free a scanner and computer, they
entry for all visitors from 10 March approached community members
for donations of old and rare
2013 onward.
photographs from their family
albums. A total of 503 photographs
Family Album Collection
The Tibet Museum received 89 were received through donations,
photographs of former Kalon amongst which were many
Tripa, the late Kungo Juchen historical photographs from the
Thupten, from his son-in-law. All personal collection of the late
the photographs were scanned Kungo Juchen Thupten, former
in a high resolution format and Kalon Tripa of the Central Tibetan
the originals were returned to the Administration.
owner.
building were repainted.

The Tibet Museum also received
two photo albums from Mr.
Ngawang Rabgyal, Director of
Lha Charitable Trust. The albums

Photo Identification project

A total of 187 unidentified
photographs
were
identified
(with detailed information) and
catalogued. The photographs
Tibet Museum E-Newsletter | Page 7
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Fundraising Group, based in New
Delhi. The workshop covered
introductions to various digital
and social media tools, maximizing
and optimizing one’s visibility in
the digital world, outreach and
Photo Digitization and
fundraising through digital and
Cataloguing
A total of 1,324 slides and 4,366 social media tools.
print copies from the museum’s
collection were professionnally All the above-mentioned Tibet
scanned and digitized since the Museum projects were funded and
start of the project. The digitized supported by National Endowment
for Democracy, based in Washington
photos cover different subjects.
More than 5,000 photographs DC, USA. 
have been sorted out from loads
of photographs which had not yet
been catalogued or categorized. All
the photographs were catalogued
according to their subject and subsubject.
were from Tibetan schools and
settlements located in three Tibetan
settlements, in Bir and Chauntra,
Himachal Pradesh.

Tibet Museum conducted
a workshop on Photoshop

print news) and photo editing and
sharing for news reporting.
Around 40 participants attended
the workshop, including staff
from the three Tibetan settlement
offices in Bir, monks from various
monasteries and students and staff
from TCV Suja, TCV Chauntra
and Sambhota Tibetan School. 

Find out more:

www.tibetmuseum.org

Follow us on:

Photography and Film Making
Workshop
18 October 2013
Mr. Tashi Phuntsok, director, Mr.
Tenzin Ramjam, Archivist and Mr.
Kunga Phuntsok, contractual staff
attended a five day workshop on
Photography and Film Making,
at the Himalayan Film School,
Deer Park Institute, Bir, Himachal
Pradesh, from 9-13 October 2013.
The workshop was organized by the
Tuning Fork Films, based in New
Delhi. The workshop focused on
DSLR cameras, still photography,
storyboards,
shooting,
video
capturing and editing.

Digital and Social Media Workshop

Mr. Tashi Phuntsok, director, and
Ms. Tenzin Chodon, researcher,
attended a two day workshop on
Digital and Social Media workshop
for NGOs in New Delhi, from 2930 October 2013. The workshop
was organized by the South Asian
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The Tibet Museum and the
Chauntra Tibetan Settlement
Office conducted a workshop on the
basics of photography, Photoshop
and photo news reporting at
Chauntra Tibetan Settlement office
on 18 October 2013. The workshop
was conducted Mr. Tashi Phuntsok,
director of the Tibet Museum, and
facilitated by Mr. Tenzin Rabga,
Settlement Officer of the Chauntra
Tibetan Settlement.
Mr. Tashi Phuntsok began the
workshop by giving a brief
introduction on the different
news
portals
and
online
publications of the
Central
Tibetan Administration. He also
addressed topics such as increasing
the efficiency of news reporting by
using suitable photographs, taking
good photographs, different photo
formats (be used for online and

The Tibet Museum E-Newsletter is
published bi-annually and welcomes
articles, letters, photos, and related
materials that are relevant to the n
Tibetan culture and history. Articles
may be submitted by e-mail to
tibetmuseum@tibet.net
Published by:
The Tibet Museum
Department of Information
& International Relations
Central Tibetan Administration
Dharamsala, H.P. India

