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F O C U S

Following is an analytical review of the current human rights situation in the People’s Republic of China
(PRC) with special emphasis on Tibet by summarising several independent reports such as the Human Rights
Watch Report 2010, Amnesty International Report 2010, U.S. State Department report on Tibet and reports
received by the Central Tibetan Administration (CTA).

A

ccording to the 2009 report on
Tibet by the US State
Department, the PRC has
dramatically restricted freedoms of
speech, religion, association, and
movement following the March 2008
Lhasa uprisings and subsequent unrest
continues to occur across the Tibetan
plateau. Authorities commit serious
human rights abuses, including
extrajudicial killings, torture, arbitrary
arrests, extrajudicial detention, and
house arrest. The preservation and
development of Tibet’s unique religious,
cultural, and linguistic heritage
continues to remain a concern.

Arbitary detention and arrests
As per China’s laws, police may legally
detain a person for up to 37 days without
formally arresting or charging him/her.
Following the 37-day period, police must
either formally arrest or release the
detainees. Police also must notify the
relatives or employer of an arrested
person within 24 hours of the arrest.
However, in practice, police frequently
violate these requirements. The number

The Chinese authorities are arbitrarily
arresting Tibetan intellectuals under the
allegations of them being involved in
political activities.
According to a report from the CTA, a
student and writer named Tashi Rabten
from Northwestern Tibetan Nationality
Senior School, who is a native of Dzoge,
was detained without any charges in April
2010. Also taken into police custody for

In March 2008 monks and nuns from a
number of monasteries in Lhasa and other
Tibetan communities mounted peaceful
protests to commemorate the anniversary
of the 1959 Tibetan uprising. After four
days, the protests and security response
turned into rioting and a violent police
crackdown in Lhasa.
The following section elaborates
specific human rights issues in the PRC:
Deprivation of life
Following the outbreak of protests in
2008, the government reported that 22
persons were killed in the Lhasa
uprisings, including 18 civilians, one
police officer, and three ‘rioters’. However,
outside observers, including Tibetan exile
groups and non-governmental
organizations variously placed the
number of persons killed in Tibetan areas
due to official suppression that began
March 10 at between 100 and 218.
China continues to lead the world in the
number of executions of prisoners,
which different estimates put at between
3,000 and 10,000 annually, despite an
official policy of reducing the number.
4 TIBETAN BULLETIN

Karma Samdup, Tibetan environmentalist and 2006 Philanthropist of the Year, was arrested
in January and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment in June following a court trial which the
Human Rights Watch termed as ‘miscarriage of justice’. Karma Samdup who has
complained of repeated torture by the police for extracting confession is ironically seen here
at the United Nations headquarters in New York.

of reported arbitrary arrests and
detentions are mind boggling. Official
state media reported the detentions of
4,434 persons in Tibetan areas (1,315 in
Lhasa) between March and April 2008,
although in November 2008, official
media reported that approximately 1,317
persons were arrested, 1,115 of whom
were released afterwards. Overseas
organizations and the Tibet governmentin-exile placed the total number detained
at more than 5,600.

not committing any offence was Sangchu
county’s Drongbhu, who is also a student
and writer at the same school.
According to reliable information received
by the CTA, a Tibetan school teacher
Lhamo Kyab in Tibet’s Nagchu Prefecture
was sentenced to 15 years in jail in January,
2010 after being arrested in mid-2008 for
her alleged involvement in political
activities when she was teaching at a
primary school at Driru County in Nagchu
MAY - JUNE 2010
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Prefecture. The source said officials
from China’s intelligence bureau
arrested Kyab on the third night of her
joining the school, and was whisked
away with her head covered with a black
scarf to her home in Nagchu. They
raided her house before taking her to a
secret detention centre in Sangyib,
where she was kept and interrogated
till she was given the harsh prison
sentence in January 2010 without
following any legal process and having
denied her right to a fair trial.
In Machu County, the local government
authorities expelled a group of Tibetan
middle school teachers, detained
students and fined around 21 teachers.
Moreover, teachers of Machu primary
school and around five teachers of

“inciting subversion of state power”.
His lawyers were given only 20 minutes
to present their case, in a trial that lasted
less than three hours.
The Internet blog of well-known
Tibetan poet and journalist, Tsering
Woeser, remained inaccessible to
Internet users inside China due to
official Internet filtering.
On March 24, 2009, government censors
blocked the YouTube site after a video
purporting to show police beating a
Tibetan monk appeared on the site.
On February 26, 2009, police in Machu
County, Kanlho (Ch. Gannan) Tibetan
Autonomous Prefecture, arrested
Kunchok Tsephel Gopey Tsang, owner

Internet to deliberately fabricate
rumours, distort the true situation to
incite separatism.”
On April 23, 2010, Tagyal, who goes by
the pen name Shogdung, a prominent
Tibetan scholar, was arrested in Siling.
Tagyal, aged 45, is a Tibetan writer and
staff member at the Tsongon
Nationalities Publishing House.
According to New Tang Dynasty
Television, Tagyal and seven other
Tibetan intellectuals signed an open
letter on April 17. The letter urged
citizens to donate food and clothes to
victims of the recent earthquake—but
warned against possible corruption by
officials. It said, “just as the news from
the mouthpiece for the [Communist]
Party organisations cannot be believed,
we dare not believe in the Party
organizations.” It’s unclear whether
police arrested Tagyal specifically
because of the letter. Earlier this year he
had also published a book critical of the
Chinese regime’s actions during the 2008
peaceful protests in Tibet.
Foreign correspondents in China also
continue to face restrictions and are
barred from visiting Tibet freely.

Shog-dung whose real name is Tagyal, 47, was arrested from his office on April 23
less than a week after he signed an open letter urging people wishing to help victims
of the April 14 earthquake in Kyegudo to send relief items and money directly to
trustworthy contacts.

Barkham teacher training school were
also arrested for no apparent reason.
Freedom of expression
China’s journalists, bloggers, and
estimated 338 million internet users
are subject to the arbitrary dictates
of state censors.
Liu Xiaobo, a prominent intellectual,
originally detained in December 2008,
was sentenced to 11 years’
imprisonment on December 25 for
MAY - JUNE 2010

of the Tibetan cultural and literary Web
site “The Lamp,” which was taken off the
Internet for several months. In November
he was sentenced to 15 years in prison
on charges of disclosing state secrets.
According to the Dui Hua Foundation,
Gonpo Tserang was sentenced in Dechen
(Ch. Diqing) TAP, to three years in prison
for “inciting separatism” by sending email and text messages about the March
2008 protests. The verdict from the trial
stated that “Gonpo Tserang used the

Freedom of religion
While the law provides for freedom of
religious belief, the level of actual religious
freedom remains poor. The government
maintains tight control over the teaching
and practice of Tibetan Buddhism. The
CCP continues to discredit the Dalai Lama
as a religious leader and links reverence
for him with political opposition to the
government and the CCP.
Independent reports suggested that
continued tight government controls on
religious practices and places of worship
in Tibetan areas, in addition to social and
economic factors, were among the major
reasons for the build up of resentments
that led to the widespread protests that
began in March 2008. Although
authorities have catiously permitted a
few traditional practices and public
manifestations of belief, they promptly
and forcibly suppressed activities they
viewed as vehicles for political dissent
or advocacy of Tibetan independence,
TIBETAN BULLETIN 5
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including openly worshipping the Dalai
Lama. Government officials closely
associated Buddhist monasteries with
pro-independence activism in Tibetan
areas. Authorities have locked down
many monasteries across Tibetan areas,
detaining and physically abusing an
unknown number of monks and nuns or
expelling them from their monasteries. At
year’s end more than 500 monks from other
Tibetan areas outside of the TAR who
were expelled from monasteries in Lhasa
in 2008 had not been permitted to return.
Human rights defenders
Human rights defenders (HRDs),
including l awyers, j our nalists,
envir onmental
activists ,
and
proponents of democratic reform
continue to be arbitrarily detained,
harassed, subjected to house arrest,
held in incommunicado detention, and
imprisoned. In late May, Beijing
judicial authorities, without giving any
re ason, refused to rene w the
professional licenses of about a dozen
of China’s most prominent civil rights
la wyers, leaving them u nab le to
practice law.
The authorities continue to use vague
laws governing the use of “state secrets”
and “subversion of state power” to
arrest, charge and imprison HRDs. Even
the family members of HRDs, including
children are subjected to harassment
including long term house arrests.
Discrimination: Gender, persons with
disabilities, ethnic minorities
Gender Discrimination: Although the
Employment Promotion Law prohibits
discrimination based, among other
grounds, on gender and age, women
continue to experience discrimination,
unequal
remuneration,
sexual
harassment, unfair dismissals, demotion
and wage discrepancies. Many
employers prefer to hire men to avoid
the expense of maternity leave and
childcare. Although Chinese law
provides for equal pay for equal work,
discrimination in remuneration continues
to exist, with women earning only 65 per
cent of men’s compensation and in rural
areas this percentage is reported to be
even lower.
6 TIBETAN BULLETIN

Persons with Disabilities: Chinese law
prohibits discrimination against persons
with disabilities. Nonetheless,
unemployment of disabled persons is a
problem. Although the Employment
Promotion Law expanded the legal
protection of disabled persons, it seems
that the implementation of the law is lax.
With respect to employment, out of 83
million persons with disabilities only 21.7
million are employed and another 10
million receive social protection benefits.
Official data demonstrate that almost 25
per cent of disabled persons live in
extreme poverty and that children with
disabilities have far higher illiteracy
rates when compared to the national
average. Moreover, universities can
le gally exclud e pers ons wi th
disabilities otherwise qualified to
follow their programmes.
Ethnic Minorities: Government policy
provides members of recognised ethnic
minorities with preferential treatment in
birth planning, university admission,
access to loans, and employment.
Nevertheless, in practice minorities are
often discriminated against in terms of
access to equal education opportunities
and employment. Discrimination is the
source of deep resentment in some
areas, such as in the Xinjiang Uyghur
Autonomous Region (XUAR), the Inner
Mongolia Autonomous Region, the
Tibetan Autonomous Region (TAR) and
neighbouring areas. In the TAR and
surrounding Tibetan autonomous
prefectures and counties, there are
frequent claims of discriminatory
employment practices and economic
opportunities which favour the Han
Chinese and disadvantage Tibetan
nationals. Unemployment in some areas
among Tibetan youth has been put at
around 70 to 80 percent.
Child labour
Child labour is prohibited by law and
restrictions are in force for those aged
between 16 and 18, legally named
“juveniles”. The law permits subjection
to fines and revocation of licenses of
companies that fail to apply the law.
However, child labour is widespread. It
occurs in construction, brick kilns,
forced begging, street vending, cotton

farming, food production, mechanical
work, or in electronics, toys, textiles and
other factories that produce for export.
On April 1, 2009 the government
established a reward system to
encourage reporting of child labour
cases. Nonetheless, China does not
publish any data on child labour or on
tried lawsuits and other investigations.
The penalties prescribed by the law are
also not stringent; measures against
offenders are limited to fines and forced
return of the children to their parents.
In April 2008 a major scandal involving
forced child labour was uncovered after
media brought it to the authorities’
attention. The authorities broke up a
child labour ring that forced children
from poor, inland areas to work in the
Pearl River Delta and rescued more than
100 children aged between 13 and 15,
and some as young as nine, from
factories in the city of Dongguan, one
of the largest manufacturing centers in
the south. The children were found to
have been working up to 300 hours a
month for pay of around $0.50 an hour.
Freedom of movement
Freedom of movement, particularly for
monks and nuns, was limited severely
within Lhasa and throughout the TAR,
and in Tibetan areas of Qinghai, Gansu,
and Sichuan provinces. In some cases
Tibetan students with scholarships to
foreign universities could not study
abroad because authorities refused to
issue them a passport. It has been
observed that the government restricts the
movement of Tibetans during sensitive
anniversaries and events and increases
controls over border areas at these times.
There have been reports of arbitrary
detention of persons, particularly monks
and nuns, returning from India and Nepal.
Detentions have generally lasted for
several months, with the authorities failing
to bring formal charges in most cases
against the prisoners.
Foreign nationals who are granted
permissions to visit the TAR, XUAR and
other such regions have their
movements closely monitored and are
only permitted to go on chaperoned trips
to specific areas.
MAY - JUNE 2010
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The US Commission on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF) is an independent US Government
Commission with the sole mission of reviewing and making policy recommendations on the facts and
circumstances of violations of religious freedom globally.
This annual report is a synopsis on the USCIRF’s findings on the People’s Republic of China, focusing
on its atrocities against Tibetans, the justification for the PRC’s designation by USCIRF as a ‘Country
of Particular Concern (CPC), and priority recommendations for action. (Excerpts)

T

Findings
he Chinese government strictly
controls all religious practices
and represses religious activity
outside state-approved organisations.
Unregistered religious groups, or those
deemed by the government to threaten
national security or social harmony, face
severe violations, including fines,
confiscation of property, imprisonment,
and the destruction of
religious
sites.
Religious freedom
conditions for Tibetan
Buddhists, Uighur
Muslims, Catholics
and Protestants are
worsening in the PRC.

regulations assert state control over all
aspects of Tibetan Buddhist belief and
practice, including more specific control
over the movement and education of
monks and nuns, the building or
repairing of religious venues, and the
conducting of large-scale religious
gatherings.
When the new
implementation guidelines were issued,
official media reports indicated that they

the selection process. Depending on
the importance of the reincarnation
itself, candidates must receive
permission from either provincial level
government officials or from officials in
Beijing. Monasteries must seek
government permission to search for a
reincarnated lama and to maintain one
in residence. These regulations are part
of the Chinese government’s
longstanding
campaign
to
diminish the stature
and influence of the
Dalai Lama among
Tibetans.

Zhang Qingli, party
secretary of the
Although senior-level
TAR, during the
government officials,
closing ceremony of
including President Hu
the Olympic torch
Jintao, have praised the
rally in June 2008
positive role of
predicted that China
religious communities
would
“smash
and articulated a desire
completely” the
for religious groups to
Dalai
Lama’s
promote “economic and Monks of Rebkong monastery peacefully call for the return of His Holiness the Dalai Lama “separatist plot.” He
social development”, at to Tibet in Gardze town on March 17, 2008
then referred to the
the same time, the government has issued
were intended to “resist the Dalai
Dalai Lama as a “wolf in monk’s robes”
directives warning against foreign
Clique’s separatist activities.”
and “a devil with a human face but the
groups ‘‘using religion’’ to ‘‘interfere”
heart of a beast.” He dismissed the
in Chinese affairs, supported extralegal
In September 2007, the government also
exiled leader’s supporters as the “scum
security forces to suppress the activities
issued regulations allowing it to
of Buddhism” and ordered monks,
of so-called cult organizations, and
interfere directly in the selection of
nuns, students, government workers,
severely restricted online access to
reincarnated lamas, an essential element
and business people throughout Tibet
religious information and the rights of
of Tibetan Buddhist religious practice.
to participate in patriotic education and
parents to teach their children religion.
These rules appear to be intended to
publicly denounce the Dalai Lama. As
ensure government control over the
part of an “anti-crime” crackdown in
On January 1, 2008, the government
selection of the next Dalai Lama. Under
early 2009, police searched homes and
issued implementation guidelines for the
the regulations, government officials
businesses for “illicit” images, pictures
National Regulations on Religious
must approve the choice of all
of the Dalai Lama, as another part of
Affairs (NRRA) in the Tibetan
reincarnated lamas and no individual or
their patriotic education campaign.
Autonomous Region (TAR). These
entity outside the country can influence
MAY - JUNE 2010
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Monks and nuns who refuse to
denounce the Dalai Lama or to pledge
loyalty to Beijing are expelled from their
monasteries, imprisoned, and tortured.
Phurbu Tsering, a prominent Tibetan
Buddhist religious teacher, was detained
on May 19, 2008 after police arrested
more than 50 of his students for staging
a peaceful protest against requirements
that they denounce the Dalai Lama and
their teacher. In December 2009, he was
given an eight-year sentence for
possessing weapons. His lawyer
maintains that he confessed to the
charges after being tortured by being
deprived of sleep for four days.
USCIRF has also received the following
reports from Tibetan researchers and
human rights organizations:
·
In July 2009, Jamyang Tenzin,
a Tibetan monk from Lithang County,
Kardze (Ganzi) Prefecture was sentenced
to three years’ imprisonment for
opposing a patriotic education campaign
at his monastery.
·
In May 2009, monk Tsultrim
Gyatso was sentenced to life
imprisonment
for
allegedly
“endangering state security” by
organizing a peaceful protest opposing
religious freedom restrictions.
·
Gonpo Tserang was sentenced
in Dechen, TAP to three years in prison
for reportedly “inciting separatism” by
sending e-mail and text messages about
the March 2008 protests.
·
In November 2008, Dorje
Kangzhu, a nun from Kardze TAP, was
sentenced to seven years in prison for
allegedly “inciting secession” after
being arrested for distributing Tibetan
independence leaflets and shouting
support for the Dalai Lama in May 2008.
·
In March 2009, Public Security
Bureau (PSB) personnel beat to death a
monk from Drango Monastery in Kardze,
Sichuan province after he passed out
leaflets supporting the Dalai Lama on
PSB property. In the same month, two
nuns were arrested and beaten after
staging a protest in the Kardze County
market square.
·
In July 2009, a Xining
Intermediate People’s Court sentenced
Tibetan filmmaker Dhongdup Wangchen
8 TIBETAN BULLETIN

to six years in prison on charges of
“inciting separatism” for producing the
documentary film “Leaving Fear
Behind,” which criticized Chinese
government policies in Tibet.
·
Kunga Tsayang, a monk from
the Amdo Labrang Tashi Kyil
Monastery, was sentenced in late
November 2009 to five years in prison
on charges of disclosing state secrets
in his Internet writings.
The Chinese government continues to
deny repeated international requests for
access to the disappeared 19-year-old
Gedhun Choekyi Nyima, whom the Dalai
Lama designated as the 11th Panchen
Lama when he was six years old. No one
has seen him since, nor have any
independent or transparent interviews
taken place. Government officials claim
that he is in fact alive and being “held
for his own safety.” The Chinese
government insists that another boy,
Gyaltsen Norbu, is the “true” Panchen
Lama, one of the most revered positions
in Tibetan Buddhism and a religious
figure who will play an important role in
selecting the next Dalai Lama. The
government continues to take active
steps to pressure Tibetans to accept
Norbu as Panchen Lama.
During a visit to Beijing in November 2009,
President Obama expressed publicly his
desire for China to lift Internet restrictions
and to re-start negotiations with
representatives of the Dalai Lama.
However, the Chinese government
continues to denounce the Dalai Lama and
accuse him of fueling unrest in Tibetan
areas. It has also extended programs to
weaken the devotion of Tibetan Buddhist
monks and nuns to his leadership.
Priority recommendations by the
USCIRF
The U.S. Government should:
·
Develop and distribute proven
technologies to counter Internet
censorship and protect Chinese activists
from arrest and harassment
·
Negotiate binding human
rights agreements at the U.S.-China
Strategic Dialogue

·
Reinvigorate a process of
multilateral cooperation on human rights
and technical assistance programmes
with allies who conduct bilateral human
rights dialogues with China.
·
Urge the Chinese government
to allow a U.S. government presence,
such as consulates in Lhasa, Tibet and
Urumqi, Xinjiang which could monitor
religious freedom and other human
rights conditions
·
Publicly offer to facilitate
meetings between Chinese officials and
envoys of the Dalai Lama and seek to
broker trust-building agreements to end
religious freedom restrictions in Tibet
and Tibetan areas.
·
Urge the Chinese government
to end its current crackdown on religious
and spiritual groups throughout China,
including harassment, surveillance,
arrest, and detention of persons on
account of their religion or belief, torture
and illtreatment of persons in prisons,
labor camps, psychiatric facilities, and
other places of confinement, and the
coercion of individuals to renounce or
condemn any religion or belief;
·
Urge the Chinese government
to release all those imprisoned, detained,
or disappeared on account of their
religious belief, activities, or religious
freedom advocacy
·
Urge the Chinese government
to improve the law of rule in China by:
a) amending Article 36 of the
Constitution to protect explicitly the right
not only to believe but to manifest one’s
religious belief without state interference;
b) amending or repealing Article
306 of the Criminal Procedure Code,
which has been used against attorneys
who have vigorously defended the
rights of their clients
c) Abolish the system of reeducation through labor (RTL) camps
and all other administration and
extrajudicial detention centers
Although the U.S. Administration has
publicly sketched out three general human
rights priorities with China - minority rights,
freedom of religion, and freedom of
expression; the Administration’s success
in advancing these three priorities remains
difficult to assess.
MAY - JUNE 2010
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Following is a summary of three independent reports on violations of media righst in the PRC. The
studied reports are: Reporters Sans Frontières’ 2010 country report on China, Reporters Sans Frontières’
2010 report titled ‘Internet enemies - China’ and the International Federation of Journalists’ annual
report on China titled, ‘China clings to control’.

A

ccording to the annual report by
the International Federation of
Journalists (IFJ), during the time
leading up to the 2008 Olympics in
Beijing, a significant loosening of
controls on local and foreign media was
observed which led to some optimism
that China was moving towards a more
free media environment, albeit at a very
slow pace. However, following the
Olympics, Chinese authorities reverted
back to their tactics of restricting press
freedom and started issuing new
restrictions on journalists and media
organisations including online content.

news, particularly footage, showing
violence by security forces. Scores of
Tibetans and Uyghurs have been
detained, some of them given life
sentences, for sending information
abroad or trying to provide news
differing from the party line.
Anniversary aversion:
2009 marked several significant
anniversaries such as the 50 th
anniversary of Tibet’s national uprising
against China, the 20th anniversary of the
Tiananmen Square massacre in June, the
60th anniversary of the PRC and the one
year anniversary of the Sichuan
earthquake in which a high number of
school children died which brought into

question the quality of the construction
of the school buildings. In preparation
of these events, the Chinese authorities
imposed a drastic censorship on media
outlets.
On the eve of the
commemoration of the 20th anniversary
of the Tiananmen Square events, a
dozen websites such as Twitter,
YouTube, Bing, Flickr, Opera, Live,
WordPress and Blogger were blocked.
Prior to the anniversary of the People’s
Republic of China, censors redoubled
their efforts to prevent Web users from
using anti-censorship software such as
FreeGate, by blocking thousands of
foreign IP addresses suspected of
participating in this network.

Journalists continue to face risks such
as assault, threats, harassment and even
imprisonment under the
pretext of “divulging
state secrets” and are
often put to forced labour
while in prison. The
communist party has
marshaled
massive
financial and human
resources to keep control
over
news.
Most
international radio news
programmes in Chinese,
Tibetan and Uyghur are
scrambled via hundreds
of aerials positioned
throughout the country.
Thousands of websites
are blocked and tens of
thousands of cyberpolice and cyber-censors
constantly monitor the
Web to purge it of
“immoral and subversive”
content.
A tough
crackdown has been
applied in Tibet and
Xinjiang against anyone C for China; C for Censorship. Google search engine shows censored results when searched ‘tiananmen’ from
attempting to get out within China on the left as opposed to a similiar search outside China as shown on the right.
MAY - JUNE 2010
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M edia-re lated dis criminato ry
treatment towards Tibet:
Two Tibetan websites hosted in China,
Tibet (http://www.tibettl.com/), known
for hosting the blog of popular writer
Jamyang Kyi and ChodMe (http://
www.cmbpd.cn/index.html), are now
inaccessible in most of the country,
especially Tibet. In August 2009, web
surfer Pasang Norbu was arrested by
Chinese authorities in Lhasa for having
visited the Radio Free Asia’s website
(http://www.rfa.org/english/). In
November 2009, Tibetan writer and
photographer Kunga Tseyang was
given a five-year prison sentence for
offenses that included publishing
articles on the Internet. Two days
earlier, the founder of a literary Internet
website, Kunchok Tsephel, got fifteen
years in prison for “dissemination of
state secrets.”
Tashi Rabten, a Tibetan writer from
Ruoergai county in Ngaba, Sichuan
Province, and editor of the banned
literary magazine Shar Dungri (Eastern
Snow Mountain), was arrested on July
27, 2009. Tashi was reportedly under
surveillance while studying at the
Northwestern Minorities University in
Lanzhou. It is believed he was detained
because of his recent book, Written in
Blood, a collection of political articles
on democracy, freedom and equality, as
well as his participation in the
publication of Shar Dungri, which dealt
with the suppression of protests in
Tibet in 2008. He is reportedly held at a
detention centre in Ngaba.
Restrictions on foreign journalists:
The foreign press is supposed to enjoy
freedom of movement and interview
rights - one of the very few
achievements of the Olympic period but as soon as foreign correspondents
begin to take an interest in delicate
matters like Tibet, dissidents or the Aids
epidemic, they find themselves
obstructed and even the target of
violence. The Foreign Correspondents’
Club of China (FCCC) recorded 178
cases of interference with foreign media
during 2008, 63 of which were during
the holding of the Olympics.
10 TIBETAN BULLETIN

The authorities threatened several
foreign correspondents with nonrenewal of their press visas at the end of
2009. In tandem with this, the nationalist
daily Global Times led a press campaign
against foreign media, particularly
German and French, accusing them of
hostility towards China.
Although the reporting of violations
against foreign media declined due to
their reduced presence after the
Olympics, foreign journalists still
encountered many obstacles and
difficulties through 2009, including acts
of violence, destruction of work
materials and equipment, prevention of
access to public spaces, surveillance

their room, a group of people, some in
uniform, stormed in. The attackers
kicked and beat the three workers. One
was held on the floor, while the other
two wer e fo rced to kneel as the
attackers destroyed computers. Kyodo
reported that it had not received any
order that day, although the Foreign
Minis try had o rdered news
organisations not to take photos of a
parade rehearsal on September 6.
In August, China’s authorities made an
unprecedented promise to all foreign
press regarding the right to access
information. According to the China
Daily on August 13, government
ministries would be required to give

Dhondup Wangchen was sentenced to six years in prison on December 28, 2009 for making
a documentary, ‘Leaving Fear Behind’ highlighting Tibetans’ views on human rights in
Tibet. His trial was held in secret and he was denied access to a lawyer of his choosing.

and reprimands. Sources, potential
interview subjects and Chinese
assistants and drivers were especially
targeted in actions to obstruct foreign
media reporting on events in China.
In 2009, the FCCC received reports of
16 incidents of assault on foreign
media personnel. The most prominent
case was that of t wo Japane se
journalists and their Chinese assistant,
who worked for Kyodo News Agency.
The three were assaulted at a Beijing
hotel on Se ptember 18, d uring
preparations for the National Day
parade on October 1. When the media
personnel opened a balcony door to

better access to foreign journalists
under a pol icy known as “ze ro
refusal”. Guo Weimin, director of the
State Council Information Office
(SCIO) press department, explained:
“Zero refusal means that the ministries
must designate people to deal with
calls and interview requests from
foreign media and that they have to
give a response within 24 hours or the
period they prescribed, no matter what
the result is.” However, a Japanese
journalist said the policy was a “joke”.
He filed a question to the information
officer asking for the precise dates of
a visit by the Centr al Military
Commission Vice Chairman, General Xu
MAY - JUNE 2010
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Caiho u, to the Un ited Stat es in
October. He did not get a reply for
three days. On the fourth day, the
answer was “no comment”. Meanwhile,
BBC j ournalist Michael Br isto w
queried the policy after he submitted a
series of quest ions t o various
government departments about the
Nat i o nal Da y c ele b r ati o ns b ut
received no reply nor was he provided
with adequate information.
In its earlier report on press freedom
in China, the IFJ had recommended the
Central Government “issue directives
to government departments, police
and officials ordering an end to
inte rce pti o ns,
i n ti mid a t i o n,
har a s sment an d p u nish me n t o f
journalists and their interviewees, and
the confiscation of j ournalistic
materials.” However, frequent
interference and obstruction continued
through 2009, with officials and
authorities adapting their methods to
harass not just journalists and
interviewees, but local sources.
According to an FCCC survey, 45 cases
were reported in 2009 of intimidation of
sources, 11 cases of punishment of
sources, 23 incidents of summoning by
authorities for questioning, and 6
incidents of violence.
Int er net
Censo r s hip:
The
“Electronic Great Wall”:
According to the authorities, China has
the world’s largest Internet user
population: 380 million. Authorities
recognise that the internet has become
a powerful anti-government tool and
hence has put in place one of the most
technologically advanced censorship
systems. The system manages to block
tens of thousands of websites by
combining URL filtering with the
censoring of keywords ranging from
“Tiananmen” and “Dalai Lama” to
“democracy” and “human rights.” In
2003, the Ministry of Public Security set
up the Golden Shield Project’s censoring
system, initiated as a firewall to block
sensitive
information
being
communicated online. However, 2009
saw a marked further tightening of
controls. From early 2009 to December,
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more than 130,000 non-registered
websites had been closed and 226
service providers had been ordered to
close on grounds of carrying “vulgar or
“pornographic” content, according to
an announcement by central authorities.
Supervision of the Internet and tighter
surveillance:
The Central Government’s control of
the i nternet requi res consistent
super vision. Amo ng the ma ny
government departments monitoring
the cyber world are the Propaganda

·
Ensure no one makes any
comment on sensitive topics
·
Instruct websites how and
where to place articles
·
Permit the republishing of
only about 200 newspa pers and
websites
·
Close websites or blogs, and
issue warnings or fines as necessary
·
Train cyber-police to censor
online content
Cybercafés have also been placed
under close surveill ance. The ir

C hi ne se po li ce ra id a n i ll eg a l in te r ne t ca f e i n Gu an gz ho u

Department’s Internet Bureau and
Bureau of Information and Public
Opinion; the Information Office of the
State Council’s Internet Propaganda
Administrative Bureau and its Internet
Bureau; and the Computer Monitoring
and S upervi sion Bureau o f the
Ministry of Information Industry and
the M inistry o f Publi c Securit y.
Numerous internet “commentators”
have been t rai ned to co nduct
monitoring. The tasks of the various
departments include the following:
·
Supervise and manage online
information
·
Close websites or demand
deletions
·
Ensur e r estricted ne ws
ar ticles are not upload ed or
republished

customers are required to produce an
ID and have their photo taken. A log
of their connections is maintained and
made available to the authorities. Their
activities are privately monitored in real
time by pressured café managers.
Individuals who want to create a
website must register for it by bringing
ID papers to regulators in person.
They must sign a self-regulatory
agreement which includes a
commitment not to violate China’s laws
and to filter “harmful” messages.
Dealing with the tightening Internet
controls:
Netizens continue to find ways to get
around the imposed restrictions by
using proxies and VPNs to circumvent
TIBETAN BULLETIN 11
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censorship. They ask portals not to
publish the name of the media from
where they get their news reports. Civil
journalists are mastering technologies
that help them circumvent the Great
Fire Wall.
They keep speaking out against the
failings of Chine se society and
government abuses, increasingly
compelling the official media to cover
embarrassing scandals. The new age
online media is thus helping the
traditional media to test the limits of
censorship. As an example, the
announcement of the fire that damaged
one of the towers of state-owned TV
network CCTV was first made via the
Internet and Twitter - even though the
state-owned media (including CCTV)
had received the order not to mention
it . Caught in the act, the l att er
ultimately had to reverse course and
provide some form of coverage.
Judging by the IFJ report and other
accounts summarised in this brief, the
Chinese authorities continue to violate
media rights by controlling the press
and online media. There has been a
particular focus on curbing the rising
power of the Internet which has
become a means for social networking
and information sharing.
The IFJ in its report carried a list of
recommendations for China’s central
government inorder to improve press
freedom
in
China.
T he
recommendations are as follows:
1. Central Government to order the
immediate release all jailed journalists
in China, and to issue orders to all
government levels that journalists and
writers are not to be jailed for doing their
jobs and serving the public interest.
2. Central Government to order an end
al l arbitrary and une xplained
detentions of journalists.
3. Central Government to order an end
the use of state security and social order
laws to intimidate and silence journalists.
4. Centra l Government to ord er
appropriate authorities to conduct full
12 TIBETAN BULLETIN

investigations into acts of violence
committed against local and foreign
media personnel, including where
violence is allegedly at the hands of
government officials; bring perpetrators
of such violence to justice, and ensure
all understand that attacks on the media
will not be tolerated.
5. Central Government to order officials
and police, at all levels of government,
to end interceptions, harassment and
punishment of journalists, their local
assistants (including drivers), their
sources and interviewees. Likewise
rule tha t the confiscati on of
journalistic materials is barred.
6. Central Government to ord er
appropriate authorities to implement
fully the extended Regulations on
Reporting Activities in China by
Foreign Journalists (the Olympic
regulations); issue orders to officials
at all levels to comply with the October
2008 announceme nt that relaxed
re striction s in pl ace b efore the
Olympics remain in force.
7. In line with the above regulations,
Central Government to ensure officials
at all levels allow freedom of movement
for journalists to report in all areas of
China, without entry restrictions.
8. Centr al Gover nment to o rd er
appropriate authorities to rescind the
20 09 c hange s to e nt ry pe r mit
requirements for Hong Kong and
Macau journalists so that they may
again conduct journalistic work on the
Mainland without obstruction by
lo ca l au tho ri tie s;
p r o vi n ci al
governments to order local authorities
to comply with revocation.
9. Central Government to order a
revision of the 2009 changes to the
accreditation system for Mainland
jo urnalists; resci nd the newly
implemented definition of a journalist
as someone who works in a traditional
news office environment.
10. Central Government to order
appropriate authorities to implement
measures to ensure no discrimination
by officials at all levels (accreditation
or ot herwise) is applied against
journalists who publish their work
through traditional media outlets, new

media formats, or who independently
publish their work, in recognition that
definitions of professional status
re quire ada ptation in a rapid ly
evolving new media environment.
11. Central Government to rescind all
regulations and orders introduced in
20 09 whi ch c it e va gue a nd
sub j ect ive ly d efi ned no tio ns o f
“vulgarity” as a reason for censoring
information and punishing journalists
and media workers.
12. Central Government to rescind all
other regulations issued in 2009
concerning censorship of content,
whether in a traditional or online format.
13. Central Government to order an end
to efforts t o r estrict journalism
conducted online, or otherwise republished in online formats.
14. Central Government to order author
ities at all levels not to manipulate local
or national t e l e c ommu n i c a t i o n
s systems or impose communication
blackouts at any time, but notably
during times when there is great public
interest in receiving information about
unfolding events.
15. In view of President Hu Jintao’s
remarks in October that his Government
would uphold the legal rights of foreign
journalists working in China, the
President is urged to ensure all media
personnel in China enjoy the same rights;
he is further urged to ensure all central
and provincial government departments
and agencies are assisted to understand
and respect the value of press freedom
for the wider public good.
16. In line with the above, the Central
Government is urged to implement an
awareness-raising program at all levels
of government and bureaucracy to
assist relevant authorities to
understand China’s constitutional
obligations to support press freedom
values.
17. The Central Government is urged
to encourage the enactment of laws at
the national and provincial levels to
protect press freedom and freedom of
expressi on, in line with China’s
const itut ional obl igations and
international instruments.
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International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC) issued a report for the WTO General Council Review
of the trade policies of the People’s Republic of China (PRC) held from May 10 – 12 at Geneva.
Following is a summary of the report titled “Internationally Recognised Core Labour Standards in the
People’s Republic of China.”
China being the world’s workshop, respect of labour rights and observance of core labour standards in
China has a moral bearing on consumers throughout the globe.
The ITUC does not have affiliates in the People’s Republic of China, apart from in the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region.

T

he People’s Republic of China has
ratified four of the eight core ILO
labour conventions. In view of
severe restrictions on trade union rights
and the prevalence of child labour and
forced labour as well as discrimination,
determined measures are needed to
comply with the commitments WTO
members, including China have accepted.
I. Freedom of association and the right
to collective bargaining
The People’s Republic of China has not
ratified ILO Convention No. 87 on
Freedom of Association and Protection
of the Right to
Organise or ILO
Convention No. 98
on the Right to
Organise
and
C o l l ec t iv e
Bargaining.
Freedom
of
association
Workers are not free
to form or join trade
unions of their
choice. Only the All
China Federation of
Trade
Unions
(ACFTU)
is
recognised in law.
The
ACFTU
therefore exercises
a trade union
monopoly.
As
Art.11 of the Trade
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Union Law states: “the establishment of
any trade union organisation, whether
local, national or industrial, shall be
submitted to the trade union
organisation at the next higher level for
approval.” Trade union organisations at
the higher level “shall exercise
leadership” over those at lower level.
Organisers of independent trade unions
which resist ACFTU assimilation are
generally arrested, detained or
imprisoned. On the other hand
organising trade unions with “Chinese
characteristics” is strongly encouraged
by ACFTU officials. “Chinese

characteristics” comprise, according to
the official press agency Xinhua, “the
principle of the leadership of the
Communist Party of China over the
unions”, as well as “protecting workers’
rights and interests in line with laws and
in a scientific manner. Pursuit of
harmonious labour relations is another
requirement of building trade unions
with Chinese characteristics.”
The ACFTU is part of the government
and party bureaucracy, and has the task
of assisting the government in ensuring
social stability during economic
changes in the
Chinese industry
and protecting
workers in the
p ri va ti se d
economy while
working
to
organise
the
workers before
they
organise
themselves
independently.

Several thousand workers at the Hong Kong-owned Alco (Holdings) factory in Houjie
Township, Dongguan, Guangdong Province went on strike on 27 November 2007

The level of
autonomy of most
unions
at
enterprise level
remains low, with
the majority of
officials appointed
directly
or
indirectly by the
Party.
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Collective bargaining
There is no comprehensive national law
on collective bargaining procedures but
rather a plethora of regulations which
govern “collective contracts”. The
Labour Law only dictates that
enterprises “may” engage in
consultations, leaving this as an option
up to the management of each
enterprise. Several further regulations
including the revised Trade Union Law
have provided guidance on the
negotiation process and content of
collective contracts. The Minimum Wage
Regulations, Regulations on Collective
Contracts and Provisional Regulations
on Wage Payments are non-binding
administrative regulations.
In practice however, genuine collective
bargaining remains limited, as the
ACFTU engages in negotiations and
represents workers in negotiations with
management and government without
workers having a real say and input in
these negotiations. At the same time the
ACFTU remains either nonexistent or
ineffective in much of the private sector
and workers, because of the
impossibility to organise independently,
are unable to establish adequate
collective contracts.
According to ACFTU statistics for 2008,
a total of 1.9 million enterprises have
signed 1.1 million collective contracts,
covering 150 million workers. As of
September 2008, 60.2 per cent of workers
were covered by collective contracts.
However, many collective contracts
reflect the minimum legal requirements
and do not cover enough areas to be of
much use to workers. There is little data
available on the number of sectoral
collective contracts.
Since late 2007, in Luoyang the local
government has executed a programme
of establishing a collective wage
consultation system in the city’s
enterprises. The ACFTU’s branch in
Luoyang has completed a study which
found that many entrepreneurs are not
cooperating and prefer to stick to verbal
agreements on wages with their
employees. Others accompanied the
implementation of the collective wage
14 TIBETAN BULLETIN

consultation system with creative
accounting, such as counting in the
insurance contribution, in order to keep
the wages on the levels before the
implementation. The Luoyang
programme revealed that trade unions’
effectiveness of negotiating is limited by
lack of access to company’s sheets on
operations and profitability, contrary to
the 1998 ACFTU’s Guiding Opinion on
Trade Unions’ Participation in Collective
Wage Consultations. Trade union
leaders are reported to be dependent on
their employers who often threaten and
sack militant unionists for their activities.
In addition to this, the law does not
prescribe penalties for Luoyang’s
enterprises that fail to comply with the
collective wage consultation programme.

A survey by the National People’s
Congress found that less than 20 per
cent of small-and-medium-sized private
companies had signed contracts with
their workers before the law’s entry into
force. The law provides specific
penalties for companies failing to
observe labour laws and regulations
concerning contracts and related
issues, such as providing written
contracts and abiding by the terms of
the contracts. However, the Labour
Contract Law does not provide support
for increased worker participation in
negotiating contracts or conditions of
work apart from through the official
trade union and does not contain any
sanctions for enterprises that refuse to
implement a collective wage
consultation system.

Novembr 2, 2009, Guangzhou, 16 workers climb onto Haizhu Bridge, to ask for unpaid wages.

Labour Contract Law
The Labour Contract Law entered into
force on January 1, 2008 after public and
internal consultation. The Labour
Contract Law “mandated contracts for
all employees without exception,
stabilised employment through the use
of non-fixed-term contracts for workers
who were on their third contract and for
those who had worked at a single
enterprise more than ten years,
strengthened penalties for noncompliance with existing labour
regulations, and opened more space for
collective bargaining and consultation
by the ACFTU.”

Since entry into force of the law in
January 2008, companies have reacted
in a variety of ways including use of more
covert ways to reduce employee
numbers such as increased use of
subcontracted work; demotions of more
senior workers and so forth. Some have
sought to argue that a number of export
processing firms have closed due to a
tougher operating environment due to
the Labour Contract Law (when in
reality, it is mostly due to the global
financial crisis). In response to the
crisis, the Guangdong government
issued an opinion stipulating that law
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enforcers should exercise caution in
prosecuting white-collar criminals and
ordering them not to arrest factory
owners and managers accused of crimes
such as corruption. By contrast, with
regard to workers the opinion stressed
that “prosecutors should crackdown on
any crimes that harm the legitimate
interests of enterprises or jeopardize
production.”

In the majority of disputes at the
enterprise level, the ACFTU appears
to be unwilling or unable to genuinely
support workers and overall, direct
assistance to them remains limited. The
ACFTU does not play a role in the
ma jor ity of la bour d isp ute s and
collective actions involving migrant
workers in manufacturing zones where
private businesses are located.

Dispute resolution and the right to
strike
The right to strike was removed from
the Constitution in 1982. The revised
Trade Union Law (Art 27) is not clear
on strikes. While strikes have a tenuous
legal existence, in practice the number
of strikes continues to grow. In general
however, strikes are often repressed
with police force and are not supported
or endorsed in any way by the official
trade union.

The main reasons for the increasing
number of labour dispute cases include
substantial longterm wages arrears,
frozen wages, collective agreement
breaches, unresolved issues and
readjustment in private companies on
the pretext of the global economic crisis
including wage and social benefits
decreases and suspended overtime
payments. As in the state-owned
enterprises (SOE), such readjustment in
private companies is generally not
negotiated with the employees.

The only allowed action comes in the
form of “health and safety work
stoppages” which are foreseen in the
Work Safety Law of 2003. Many
accidents occur every year in China due
to a widespread disregard for basic
health and safety standards. As in
previous years mining remains a
dangerous occupation with several
reported instances where miners died
while working in unsafe environments
after they were forced to continue work.
The number of strikes both
spontaneous and planned, but always
without the official recognition of the
union is increasing; figures suggest
that each day around 1,000 workers are
involved in industrial action in
Guangdong Province alone. The longstanding oppression of workers’ rights
has resulted to an unprecedented
radicalisation of incid ents that
jeopardises the Chinese “harmonious
society”. For example, in July 2009, a
senior enterprise manager was beaten
to death in Tonghua and in August in
Lingang steel mill, a vice-director was
held captive for 90 hours. Local
governments and employers often turn
to violent repression of protests with
large-scale deployment of armed riot
police as well as ordinary public
security forces.
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Labour disputes are also on the rise
due to the restructuring of SOEs. In
2009, giving excuses of restructuring,
corrupt officials, according to an
article in the magazine of the official
Xinhua News Age ncy, “declar ed
bankr uptcy
wit hout
prop er
authorisation, and sold off assets
directly linked to enterprise survival,
disregarded the fate of the employees,
and national interests, and in some
cases, sold off national assets at below
market price.”
Schol ars
suggest
tha t
the
government’s traditional “control,
go ver nance and or ganisation”
approach has failed to address labour
di sputes which are o n t he rise.
Whereas, NGOs and legal personnel
assisting workers in court cases often
face cra ckdown fro m t he local
governments. Labour rights groups
that provide legal aid and training often
come under intensified scruti ny,
inves tigation, mon ito ring and
harassment. Sometimes, paid attackers
target agents and rights’ defendants.
In one notorious example, thugs
repeatedly targeted a workers’ centre
in Shenzhen in November 2007 and its

le ading represe ntative, Huang
Qingnan, was brutally stabbed.
Although Qingnan’s assailants were
sentenced to between one and five
years in jail, the court rejected his
la wsuit claim for physical and
psycho logica l compens atio n and
awarded him compensation for medical
expenses and loss of earnings instead.
Conclusions
Workers do not have the right to
organise in trade unions of their choice.
Legal trade unions have to be affiliated
to the ACFTU and accept its control.
Although there have been some efforts
to establish collective wage
consultation systems, the right to
collective bargaining is restricted as is
the right to strike, both in law and in
practice. The lack of proper
representation is reflected in the number
of protests and labour disputes that
have been rising over the years.
II. Discrimina tio n and Equ al
Remuneration
The People’s Republic of China ratified
ILO Convention No. 100 on Equal
Remuneration in 1 99 0 and ILO
Convention No. 111 on Discrimination
(Employment and Occupation) in 2006.
Gender Discrimination
Gender equality has been an official
government policy objective since 1949.
However, women continue to experience
discrimination, unequal remuneration,
sexual harassment, unfair dismissals,
demotion and wage discrepancies.
The financial crisis has reportedly hit
women harder than men, as statistics
from Huangzhou province show;
female unemployment increased by 40
to 60 per cent during 2008 and 2009,
while male unemployment increased by
35 per cent. In reforming the SOEs,
women have been the first workers to
be laid off or dismissed. Indeed,
throughout the past decade women
have suffered disproportionately from
lay offs and it is estimated that in some
areas up to 70 to 80 per cent of the laid
off workers are women, especially in
the northeast of China.
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Lower retirement ages for women mean
reduced pensions, which are based on
the number of years worked. The official
retirement age continues to set two ages
for men and women - 60 years for men
and 55 for women.

Intermsof re-employment, womenworkers
find it harder than men to find new jobs.
Some figures show that about 75 per cent
of laid-off womenarestill unemployedafter
one year, compared with 50 per cent of
men still unemployed after oneyear.
Many employers prefer to hire men to
avoid theexpenseof maternity leave and
childcare. For many women, becoming
pregnant entails theend of their working
life at a particular factory.
Lawsregarding non-termination of work
contracts for pregnant and nursing
mothers are often not enforced and
women are dismissed.
Chinese law provides for equal pay for
equal work. However, discrimination in
remuneration exists; women earn 65 per
cent of men’s compensation and in rural
areas this percentage is reported to be
even lower. Women accounted for 60 per
cent of those below the poverty line in
the country. According to older statistics
averageincomesof femaleexecutivesand
senior professionalswereonly 58 per cent
and 68 per cent, respectively, of their male
colleagues’ salaries. Furthermore, it is
difficult for women to litigate a sex
discrimination suit because of the vague
legal provisions.
While illiteracy rates are officially
lower than 2 per cent, 2008 official
government stati sti cs show that
women comprised more than 70 per
cent of all illiterate persons.
Internal Migrant Workers
Extensive discrimination affects internal
migrants who make up an increasing
share of the labour force in urban areas.
An estimated 130 million people
originally from rural backgrounds are
employed in China’s cities or in other
booming coastal areas far from their
hometowns and villages, comprising 35
per cent of the urban workforce.
16 TIBETAN BULLETIN

Workers from the countryside are
discriminated against in several ways.
First, there are extensive restrictions on
freedom of movement brought about by
the “hukou” system, a form of
household registration whereby each
family member is registered according to
his or her family residence. Once
classified it is hard to change status. The
majority of rural residents, despite living
in urban areas, therefore keep their rural
status, which is passed onto their
children. Most migrants receive little or
no local government support. Many of
the millions of migrants living in urban
areas are illegal. This poses grave
problems, as residing illegally in an
urban area makes one illegible to receive
education, access to medical care,
housing and other public services. Even
legally employed rural migrants living in
cities do not enjoy the same access
rights to health, medication and
education opportunities as urban
residents. For example the UNDP China
Human Development Report of 2007/08
showed that 74.8 per cent of migrants
are not covered by any insurance.
Persons living with HIV/AIDS and
Hepatitis B
Despite provisions in the Employment
Promotion Law, discrimination against
persons with HIV/AIDS and hepatitis B
remains a problem. China is estimated to
have 93 million hepatitis B carriers and
discrimination against this group in
access to opportunities of employment
and education has been significant. In
May 2007, the Ministry of Labour and
the Ministry of Health enacted a
regulation prohibiting tests for hepatitis
B during recruitment and prescribing that
companies pay 1,000 yuan for demanding
the tests. The application of this law is
lax; according to a survey published in
China Daily in February 2009 stating that
84 per cent of companies require such a
test from their candidates.
Conclusions
Discrimination is prohibited by law
however in practice it is prevalent.
Women, ethnic minorities, migrant
workers and persons who live with HIV/
AIDS and Hepatitis B suffer from
discrimination either in remuneration, or

in access to employment, education and
public services.
In particular the institutionalised
discrimination against migrant workers
from rural areas remains a serious
problem, despite recent legislation.
III. Child Labour
The People’s Republic of China ratified
ILO Convention No. 138, the Minimum
Age Convention in 1999 and ILO
Convention No. 182, the Worst Forms
of Child Labour Convention in 2002.
In China, child labour is prohibited by
law and rules are in place for offenders
including fines and revocation of licenses
of companies that fail to apply the law.
However, child labour is widespread.
China does not publish any data on child
labour or on tried lawsuits and other
investigations. The penalties prescribed
by the law are not stringent; measures
against offenders are limited to fines and
forced return of the children to their
parents. Criminal law provisions apply
only to cases of child trafficking,
employing minors in strenuous or
hazardous work, excessive forced child
labour and offering a child for
prostitution or pornography.
There is substantial employment of
children under the age of sixteen in
China. Studies have revealed that child
labour is a result of the poor conditions
of the rural education system.
Education is supposed to be free and
compulsory for nine years, however
inadequate resources are provided for
education, which has resulted in a range
of fees being demanded from parents.
Work-study programmes, which are
regulated by the Ministry of Education,
allow schools in poor areas to set up
income generating schemes in
agriculture and manufacturing,
employing children to earn money for
their school fees as well as learn skills.
However, many of these programmes
have resulted in abuses such that child
labour is forced and used in dangerous
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and labour-intensive industries such
as agric ulture , co nstruc tio n and
factories working long hours under
harsh conditions.
According to Human Rights Watch
(HRW) more than 400,000 middle and
junior high schools are running workstudy schemes. One example, cited by
HRW in June 2007, is the case of 500
children from a middle school in
Sichuan working 14 hour shifts in a
factory during summer.
Conclusions
Child labour, although prohibited under
the age of 16, is a serious problem in
China. Children are sometimes employed
under forced conditions or performing
the worst form of child labour.

work. The “employer” paid the slaves
the equivalent of a week’s pay for the
labour of a whole year. In May 2009
another brick kiln, in Anhui Province,
was found guilty for forcing 32 retarded
persons into work.
Forced labour systematically occurs in
China’s penal institutions, with regard to
prisoners sentenced by the criminal
justice system to “reform through labour”
and those undergoing the administrative
punishment of “re-education through
labour” which bypasses the criminal
justice system altogether.
Detainees in “re-education through
labour” facilities are required to work,
often for very long hours with little or
no remuneration. Sometimes the

There are reports of Uyghur children being
trafficked each year to other parts of China.
They end up in forced prostitution, drug
networks or theft as well as begging,
scavenging, newspaper selling and shoe
shining. Reports show that Tibetan
women are trafficked to Indonesia for
prostitution, Vietnamese and North Korean
women are forced into sexual servitude,
marriage, pornography and labour.
The government has not made much
progress in punishing trafficking crimes,
neither in protecting and assisting
victims of trafficking.
China has an inadequate number of
shelters and does not run any assistance
programmes for victims. Additionally it
is reported that the government impedes

Law enforcement officers often fail to
apply the law effectively. Work-study
programmes, run under school auspices,
frequently result in child labour and
forced child labour.
IV. Forced Labour
The People’s Republic of China has not
ratified ILO Convention No. 29, the
Forced Labour Convention, nor ILO
Convention No. 105, the Abolition of
Forced Labour Convention.
Chinese law prohibits forced and
compulsory labour, including by
children. However, the ILO’s CEACR has
deemed the punishment for forced labour
offenses not stringent enough: penalties
range from an administrative fine to a
maximum of three years’ imprisonment.
In practice, forced labour is a serious
problem. Many employers withhold
employees’ payments until the
contract’s expiration, in order to avoid
early departures of their workers.
In May 2007 several hundred children
and mentally ill people were rescued
from scores of brick kilns in Shanxi
province, resulting in one of the biggest
scandals in recent years. Despite the
alleged strengthening of monitoring and
oversight in February 2008, in Huangpi
a brick kiln owner was found guilty of
forcing 20 mentally retarded people into
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Shaanxi Province migrant workers protested for their unpaid wages.

prisoners are contracted out to nonprison enterprises. There is no efficient
control over prison labour products to
bar them from being exported and in
recent investigations the Chinese
authorities controlled all information
provided. Such labour camp based
enterprises are a key economic player in
some regions, such as Xinjiang where
many such penal institutions are based.
Trafficking in human beings is prohibited
by law but remains a serious problem.
The Trafficking Report of the US
Department of Labor states that “there
were numerous confirmed reports of
involuntary servitude of children, migrant
workers, and abductees in China.”

the work of several NGOs, dedicated to
protecting and assisting victims of
trafficking. Some foreign governments
have reported the unwillingness of the
Chinese authorities to cooperate on
fighting against transnational organised
crime, including trafficking.
Conclusions
Forced labour is prohibited in China but
does occur in commercial enterprises.
There is forced prison labour in the form
of “re-education through labour camps”,
including prison labour by children.
Progress in prosecuting traffickers and
in protecting and assisting victims of
trafficking, which affects women, men
and children, has been limited so far.
TIBETAN BULLETIN 17

F O C U S

Recommendations
1. The Chinese government should ratify
ILO Conventions No. 87, on Freedom of
Association and Protection of the Right
to Organise, and No. 98, on the Right to
Organise and Collective Bargaining. The
government should allow the formation
of independent unions.
2. Chinese law should provide for the
right to collectively bargain and the
government should design policies to
actively promote collective bargaining
as the primary step for labour disputes
settlement and labour relations
management. The Labour Contract Law
should provide support for increased
worker participation in negotiating
contracts apart from through the official
trade union and should contain
sanctions on enterprises that refuse to
implement a collective wage
consultation system.
3. The government should lift limitations
and impediments on independent labour
rights groups, law firms, human rights
organisations and workers’ individual
efforts to pursue their cases through the
courts of justice. Those currently
imprisoned for the peaceful exercise of
these activities should be released.
4. The right to strike needs to be
recognised and workers enabled to
exercise it freely.
5. The Chinese authorities must
thoroughly investigate and effectively
prosecute and punish those who commit
violence and other crimes against
protesting workers.
6. Women’s representation in skilled
po sitions shoul d b e i ncreas ed
through more effective government
eq uality pr ogrammes and wage
equality must be promoted.
7. Law enforcers should investigate
cases of sexual harassment effectively
and take measures against offenders in
a timely fashion.
8. China needs to amend its housing
registration system, “hukou”, in order
to allow to rural migrants to register and
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enjoy the local governments’ social
benefits and look for better employment
opportunities. The government needs to
apply the Employment Promotion Law’s
provisions on the issue with a view to
improving the livelihoods of migrant
workers who live in cities.

17. China should abolish the
administrative punishment of “reeducation through labour”. Penal work
undertaken through “reform through
labour” for prisoners and drug addicts,
including the “custody and reeducation” for children detainees,
should also be ended.

9. China has to end discrimination in
employment against Chinese citizens of
Uyghur, Tibetan or other origin in
employment opportunities, access to
public services, education opportunities
and access to decision making.

18. The Chinese law on trafficking in
human beings needs to be amended in
order to cover debt bondage, non-violent
forms of coercion and offenses against
males in the definition of trafficking.

10. State authorities have to take
ad d i tio nal meas ure s i n o rde r to
p r o v id e equ al opp or tuniti e s of
emp loyme nt and ed uc a tio n to
disabled persons and children.
11. The government should take
measures against companies which ask
for HIV/AIDS and Hepatitis B tests
before hiring, and which discriminate in
any way against such persons.
12. The state should start gathering
statistical data on child labour and
publicise lawsuits and prosecutions
against offenders.
13. The law prohibiting child labour
should become stricter and provide
dissuasive penalties for offenders. It
should establish the age of 14 as the
minimum age limit for apprentices to work.
14. The government needs to increase
expenditure on education in order to
make it free and accessible to all,
especially poor families. It should
urgently stop the practice of work-study
programmes, which has been abused in
some cases amounting to child slavery.
15. The government should ratify ILO
Conventions No. 29, on Forced Labour,
and No. 105, the Abolition of Forced
Labour Convention.
16. The law prohibiting forced labour
should become stricter and enact
dissuasive penalties for offenders. Wage
withholding and other measures
resulting in debt bondage should be
explicitly outlawed and punished.

China should become more efficient in
prosecuting and punishing traffickers.
It should closely cooperate with foreign
governments on issues of trafficking and
facilitate NGOs in protecting victims. It
should stop deporting migrants,
refugees and victims of trafficking to
North Korea.
19. The Chinese government should
reinforce labour bureaus, inspectorates
and other authorities with financial and
human resources, including training, in
order to achieve better, quicker and more
efficient law enforcement. Labour
inspectors should be enabled to
recognise cases of violations of the laws
regarding child labour, safety and health
regulations, forced labour, and equality
and thoroughly investigate them. Courts
of justice should be efficient and quick
in prosecuting and punishing offenders.
20. In line with the conclusions of the
Singapore and Doha WTO Ministerial
Conferences and China’s obligations as
a member of the ILO, the government of
China should provide regular reports to
the WTO and the ILO on its legislative
changes and implementation of all the
core labour standards.
21. The WTO should draw to the
attention of the authorities of China to
the commitments they undertook to
observe core labour standards at the
Doha Ministerial Conference. The WTO
should request the ILO to intensify its
work with the government of China in
these areas and provide a report to the
WTO General Council on the occasion
of the next trade policy review.
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Associated Press’ New Delhi Bureau Chief Tim Sullivan travelled to Dharamshala in May for an exclusive interview with
His Holiness the Dalai Lama. This article was published on May 7, 2010.

Y

ears of negotiations with Beijing
have achieved little for the
Tibetan people, the Dalai Lama
said Friday, though he insisted that
talks still needed to press ahead and
that the Chinese leadership could —
eventually — soften its stand on Tibet.
In an hour-long interview with The
Associated Press, the Buddhist leader
criticized Beijing for its policies in his
Himalayan homeland while he held out
the possibility that some type of accord
could be reached.
“So far, dialogue failed, but that does
not mean in future no possibility,” the
Dalai Lama said in his private compound
in this Indian hill town where he has lived
since fleeing Tibet more than five
decades ago. While admitting he was
deeply frustrated by the lack of progress
during nine rounds of talks, he also said
there were clear signs of progress in
Beijing. “They are realistic,” he said of
the Chinese leadership. “They have the
ability to act according to a new reality.”
Among his reasons for hope: increasing
sympathy for the Tibetan cause among
Chinese intellectuals, the power of
technology to bring news out of Tibet
and vague signs from Beijing that some
Chinese leaders might be ready to soften
their stand on Tibet.
Some of the Beijing leadership believes
that “policy regarding Tibet now should
be more openly, more peacefully. I heard
that,” he said in his sometimes tangled
English. “True or not? We’ll have to wait.”
And patience, he added, is something
Tibetans understand.
It has been 51 years since he fled his
homeland. “Another 10, 20 years we can
wait,” he said, breaking into laughter.
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Talks between China and the Dalai
Lama’s envoys resumed in January for
the first time in 15 months but made no
apparent progress on the Tibetans’
demands for more autonomy. Beijing
refused to even talk about granting Tibet
more latitude, limiting discussions to the
future of the exiled spiritual leader.
As to his future, the 74-year-old Dalai
Lama said some Chinese leaders were
simply waiting for him to die, hoping
the Tibet issue would fizzle once he is
gone. In Tibetan Buddhism, each Dalai
Lama is believed to be the reincarnation
of his predecessor. Because of this,
turmoil often surrounds the death of a
Dalai Lama as religious elders look for
mystical signs that point them to the
next reincarnation.
The man demonized by Beijing, though,
insists he is nowhere near death.
“Unfortunately, the demon — demon
Dalai Lama — looks very healthy,” he
said, laughing loudly at his joke.
And, he noted, his death may make the
situation worse for China, as angry
young Tibetans — no longer held back
by his steadfast demands for
nonviolence — could take to the streets.
It is a possibility he fears deeply.
“If some kind of violence takes place,
then the Tibetan will automatically be
the victim,” he said.
There was no immediate comment from
Beijing, but Chinese officials have long
accused the Dalai Lama of being a
“splittist” intent on sowing trouble
within Tibet. While the Dalai Lama
insists he only wants some form of
Tibetan autonomy, Chinese officials
say he is secretly advocating for
complete independence.

“The people understand more that
splittism brings misfortune and ethnic
unity brings happiness,” Hao Peng, the
Chinese vice governor of Tibet, told
journalists visiting the region in March,
during a tightly controlled visit.
Beijing, of course, doesn’t need to be as
diplomatic as the Dalai Lama.
While the Dalai Lama wields enormous
spiritual influence across Tibet, where he
is seen as both a living god and the
Tibetan king, Beijing has near-absolute
control of the region. China has
thousands of soldiers stationed there,
manages a vast intelligence network and
is flooding Tibet with ethnic Han Chinese.
Since 2008, when demonstrations flared
into riots in Tibetan communities across
western China, Beijing has imposed
smothering security on many Tibetan
areas as it mixes government threats of
further crackdowns with economic
incentives to gain support.
The Dalai Lama fled his homeland in
1959, nine years after Communist troops
marched into the Himalayan region.
Beijing claims Tibet has been a Chinese
territory for centuries, but many
Tibetans say they were effectively
independent for most of that time and
that migration to the region and
restrictions on Buddhism are threatening
their culture.
Beijing denies all such accusations and
Chinese President Hu Jintao has publicly
made the creation of a “harmonious
society” one of his top goals, trying to
bridge the vast ethnic and economic
divisions across the country.
The Dalai Lama scoffed at that.
“So far, in order to develop harmony, the
main method is suppression!”
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His Holiness the Dalai Lama, during his trip to the United States in May, sat down with well-known scholar
and writer Wang Lixiong to tweet with Chinese people from mainland China.
Wang Lixiong had invited people to submit their questions for His Holiness on Google Moderator and also to
vote for their preferred questions. Overcoming China’s Great Firewall, Wang informed that there were 1253
people who posted 289 questions out of which the top questions were selected with 12,473 votes.
Following is the Englsih translation of the interview as posted on Wang Lixiong’s Twitter page wlixiong.

Q

uestion: Your Holiness Dalai
Lama, how are you? I want to
ask you about the religious
leadership of Tibet in the future. What
is your view on the possibility of “two
successors”, as happened in the case of
the 11th Panchen Lama?

am alive. I do not have any other
consideration or responsibility.
It looks like the Chinese Communist
Party seems to be more concerned
about the institution of the Dalai Lama
than I. T hus, the situation could

His H oliness: In
1969 I had officially
stated tha t t he
Tibetan people will
decide whether the
instituti on of t he
Dalai Lama needs to
co ntinue or no t.
Similarly, in 1992, I
had issued an official
statement in which I
had stated that when
the time comes for
the Tibetans in Tibet
and in exile to be
reunited, I would not
assume any position.
The people who are
currently assuming
responsibi lities in His Holiness the Dalai Lama presenting the 2009 Light of Truth award
Wang Lixiong at a ceremony in Washington.
Tibet would have to
become like that of the two Panchen
shoulder that responsibility.
Lamas. It will be an additional problem
without any benefit.
Then, since 2001, if we look at the exile
le adership, a s yst em has b een
Question: What is your view of the
established to elect (in a five-year term)
11th Panchen Lama that the Chinese
the leadership of the Central Tibetan
government has appointed?
Administration and this is being
practised now.
His Holiness: From what I have heard
he has sharp intellect and is greatly
Therefore , I do not p lace much
interested in religious matters. But
importance on the issue of the Dalai
many people have much suspicion
Lama. I will do whatever I can while I
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about him. Therefore, it depends on
him. It should be good if he turns out
to be someone who embodies both the
knowledge of the scripture and the
realisation based on it, and upholds
the teaching and practice of the
Buddha’s doctrine.
Question: I would
li ke to ask Your
Holiness about the
meetings between
the
Tib etan
government in exile
and the Chinese
Communists. Why
are these meetings
always fruitless?
What exactly are
the questions that
have be en so
intractable over the
decades?
His Holiness: The
Chinese Government
has been officially
Sonam Zoksang
to Chinese writer
saying that there is
no Tibetan issue to
be discussed and that it is only the
personal issue of the Dalai Lama. I do
not have anything to ask for myself. It
is the issue of the basic rights of the
six million Tibetans, their religion,
culture, and environment. These are
issues that I am concerned about and
need to be discussed. If and when the
ti me comes when the Centr al
Government acknowledges that there
is a Tibetan problem, as they seem to
be doing so in the case of Xinjiang,
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and make an effort to resolve it there
is something to discuss. From my side,
I will cooperate as I share the same
objectives as the Chinese Government,
namely t he deve lop ment o f the
country, stability, friendship. However,
in terms of method, the Chinese
Government seems to be adopting an
approach of force to establish stability
while we feel that stability should come
from mental satisfaction and trust.
Question: Hello, your Holiness.
Regardless of what political path China
takes in the future, the gap between
ordinary Tibetans and ordinary Han
Chinese is getting bigger all the time.
Many Tibetan people are simplistic in
saying the problem is only Han rule of
Tibet. In fact we Han people are also
victims of the same dictatorial rule.
How do you view this problem?

Question: Another issue. Do you have
any way of maintaining good relations
between Hans and Tibetans?
His Holiness: I travel to many countries
and have always been adopting the
attitude that we are all same human
beings. This has enabled me to have good
relationship. The Tibetans and Chinese
are not only same as human beings, but
also have historical relationship. If we are
clear and establish equal relationship, all
problems will be resolved.
I have been meeting regularly with
people who come from mainland China.
They are sincere and I am able to
establish close relationship. It becomes
problematic when there are doubts and
suspicions. This is not just with Chinese
and Tibetans but throughout the world.
This needs to be resolved.

about how to protect the rights of Han
people who live in Tibet. Would you,
after autonomy, recognise a right of Han
people who currently reside in Tibetan
areas to continue living there?”
His Holiness: Even in the past, before
1950, there were Chinese in Tibet. For
example, in my birth area there were many
Chinese, including Muslims. Therefore,
in the future, too, the Chinese people will
certainly be there. What is pertinent to
keep in mind is that in the case of the
Inner Mongolian Autonomous Prefecture
the Mongol population has become a
small minority. If it becomes like that then
the national autonomy’s characteristics
are not present.
Secondly, in the case of Tibet, in certain
towns, where there is a sizeable Chinese
population with fewer Tibetans, the

His Holiness: The Chinese-Tibetan
relationship did not begin in 1949-50 but
is over one thousand years old. During
this period sometimes we had very
cordial relationship while at other times
not too cordial relationship. Currently
we are in a period where we do not have
cordial relationship. The cause for this
is governmental policies that have
caused the differences and not the
people. Therefore, the people-to-people
relationship is becoming important.
In free countries where there are
Tibetans and Chinese, we have been
making efforts to establish friendship
associat ions b etween the two
communities and these have been
having impact. One main problem is
that Deng Xiaoping’s Seeking Truth
from Facts is not being implemented.
Hu Yaobang had made efforts to
understand the real situation. Recently,
Wen Jiabao has talked abo ut Hu
Yaobang’s work attitude of not relying
me rel y on o ffic ial repor t b ut
understanding the situation through
contact with the people. There are
many drawbacks in China because
there is no investigating into the reality
of the issue in a transparent manner. If
there is transparency, it will help in
reducing corruption.
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His Holiness and Wisconsin Governor Jim Doyle in Madison on May 16, 2010.

Whenever I meet people, I tell them that
we are the same human beings. The
difference in religion, culture and
languages are secondary. The most
important thing is we are all same
human beings.
In 1954-55, when I was in Beijing, at that
time I had discussions on Marxism. I
liked the idea of internationalism.
Question: “I would like to ask your
Holiness about your “Memorandum on
Achieving True Autonomy for All
Tibetans,” in which you do not write

natural outcome is a change and
degeneration of the Tibetan language
and Tibetan tradition. We need to
consider this. Otherwise, there needs to
be a situation where the Chinese friends
can exist safely and in happiness. After
all, we are same as human beings.
Question: I would like to ask the Great
Teacher why your description of Tibet
in the past—as a harmonious Buddhist
society—differs so radically from the
Chinese government’s description of
an evil slave society. Many drawings
and other visual materials document
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the cruelty and iniquity of a slave
society. Can you explain why this
discrepancy is so big?
His Holiness: It is true that the Tibet
of the past, prior to 1950, was backward
and in general, feudal. No Tibetan says
the former old society was like heaven.
To day, no Tibetan, in Tibet and
outside, thinks or even dreams of
reviving the former old society.
On the other ha nd, the Chine se
Government’s charge that the past old
Tibetan society was like hell is an
exaggeration.

was just a few (people). What is
impor tant i s t hat you all s hould
under take scientifically sound
objective investigations.
I always even tell the Tibetans that
they should not base (their decision)
merely because I have said it, but that
they should investigate . From a
Buddhist practitioner’s perspective,
we need to invest igate eve n the
Buddha’s teachings.
Question: If the Chinese Government
were to allow you to return to Tibet,
and were to grant self-rule to Tibet,

ar e asking for independence in
disguise. Are you maintaining your
demand of no troops in Tibet?
His Holiness: I have always been
ma king it cl ear that under the
autonomy Foreign Relations and
Defence will be undertaken by the
Central Government. In the past, I had
expressed my dream of making Tibet a
Zone of Peace in the future through
friendship and trust with neighboring
India and Nepal and others. This is not
just limited to Tibet but I have always
been saying that the entire world needs
to be demilitarized. There is no need
to be concerned over this point.
Question: In view of how
things stand at present, the
chanc es of a peaceful
resolution of the problem of
Tibet during the Dalai Lama’s
lifetime seems almost zero.
May I ask how His Holiness
views the current prospects
for Tibet?

His Holiness: I divide the
period
since
the
establishment of the People’s
Republic of China into four
eras: Mao Zedong era, Deng
“From a Buddhist point of view, the practice of Islam is evidently a spiritual path of salvation”. His
Xiaoping era, Jiang Zemin era,
Holiness the Dalai Lama at the launch of a book titled ‘Common Ground between Islam & Buddhism’,
and Hu Jintao era. These have
inspired by meetings His Holiness the Dalai Lama had with Prince Ghazi bin Muhammad of Jordan. The
seen much changes based on
book authored by Dr Reza Shah-Kazemi, was launched on May 12, 2010 in Bloomington, Indiana, USA.
the reality of the situation.
what kind of political system would
Therefore, I feel there will be a change
In the past there were films made about
you like to see in Tibet?
to the nationality policy, and it needs
Tibetan history (by the Chinese). Some
to happen. I do not believe that it is
people told me that when these films
no t i mpo ssible for a mut ually
His H oliness: T hat needs to be
were being shot, onlookers were
beneficial solution on the Tibetan
decided by majority preference by
laughing because these were not
issue to come about. Secondly, I do
Ti
betans
in
Ti
bet,
particularly
conforming to facts. They said a very
not think this will take that many years.
intellectuals,
through
seeking
truth
strange film was being shot.
from facts. In exile, in the past 50 years
our Adminis tration is r un along
Some Party members who have worked
During the Cultural Revolution it was
democratic lines.
in Tibet in the past and who are now
being said that the Revolution was a
retired, as also many Chinese scholars,
great success. Subsequently, when
have been saying that the present
Question: I would like to ask the Dalai
they could not cover the reality the
nationality policy is not appropriate
Lama a sharp question. The fiercest
position changed.
and have suggested that it needs to
criticism that Chinese government
be reviewed. Therefore, I believe that
officials
level
against
you
is
that
you
Similarly, the Tiananmen issue is known
there will be a change and a decision
demand
there
be
no
troops
in
Tibet.
all over the world but the Chinese
in the not too distant future.
This, they say, is evidence that you
Government seems to maintain that it
virtually did not happen by saying it
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During his recent trip to the States, Time Magazine interviewed His Holiness the Dalai Lama for its
‘10 Questions’ feature in New York City. The interview was published on June 14, 2010.

Q

uestion: Do you ever feel angry
or outraged? —Kantesh Guttal,
India
His Holiness: Oh, yes, of course. I’m a
human being. Generally speaking, if a
human being never shows anger, then I
think something’s wrong. He’s not right
in the brain. [Laughs.]

not easy. Many of these hard-liners,
their outlook is very narrow and
shortsighted. They are not looking at it
in a holistic way. However, within the
People’s Republic of China, there is wider
contact with the outside world. There are
more and more voices of discontentment
among the people, particularly among the
intellectuals. Things will change - that’s
bound to happen.

I’d have more freedom.” But then later I
realized that my position was something
useful to others. Nowadays I feel happy
that I’m Dalai Lama. At the same time, I
never feel that I’m some special person.
Same — we are all the same.
Question: Do you miss Tibet? —Pamela
Delgado Córdoba, Mexico
His Holiness: Yes. Tibetan culture is not
only ancient but relevant
to today’s world. After
seeing the problems of
violence, we realise that
Tibetan culture is one of
compassion
and
nonviolence. There is
also the climate. In India
during monsoon season,
it is too wet. Then, I very
much miss [Tibet].

Question: How do you stay so optimistic
and faithful when
there is so much hate
in the world? —Joana
Cotar, Frankfurt
His Holiness: I
always look at any
event from a wider
angle. There’s always
some problem, some
killing, some murder
or terrorist act or
scandal everywhere,
every day. But if you
think the whole world
is like that, you’re
wrong. Out of 6 billion
humans,
the
troublemakers are just
Mark and Heather Krakora
a handful.
The Madison Youth Choir performs at the public dialogue on ‘Investigating Healthy
Minds’ and presents

Question: How has
the role set out for you changed since
you first came to be the Dalai Lama? —
Andy Thomas, Wales
His Holiness: I became the Dalai Lama
not on a volunteer basis. Whether I was
willing or not, I [had to study] Buddhist
philosophy like an ordinary monk student
in these big monastic institutions.
Eventually I realized I have a
responsibility. Sometimes it is difficult, but
where there is some challenge, that is also
truly an opportunity to serve more.

Question: Do you see any possibility
of reconciliation with the Chinese
government in your lifetime? —Joseph
K.H. Cheng, Melbourne
His Holiness: Yes, there is a possibility.
But I think past experience shows it is
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Question: What do you
say to people who use
religion as a pretext to
violence or killing? —
Arnie
Domingo,
Philippines
His Holiness: There are
innocent, faithful people
His Holiness with a UW-Madison Badgers’ hat on May 16, 2010
that are manipulated by
some other people whose interest is
Question: How can we teach our children
different. Their interest is not religion
not to be angry? —Robyn Rice, Colorado
but power or sometimes money. They
His Holiness: Children always look to
manipulate religious faith. In such cases,
their parents. Parents should be more
we must make a distinction: these [bad
calm. You can teach children that you
things] are not caused by religion.
face a lot of problems but you must react
to those problems with a calm mind and
Question: Have you ever tried on a pair
reason. I have always had this view
of trousers? —Ju Huang, Connecticut
about the modern education system: we
His Holiness: When it’s very, very cold.
pay attention to brain development, but
And particularly in 1959, when I
the development of warmheartedness we
escaped, I wore trousers, like laypeople
take for granted.
dressed. So I have experience.
Question: Have you ever thought about
Question: Do you believe your time here on
being a normal person instead of being
earth has been a success? Les Lucas, B.C.
the Dalai Lama? —Grego Franco, Manila
His Holiness: Hmmm. That’s relative. It’s
His Holiness: Yes, at a young age.
so difficult to say. All human life is some
Sometimes I felt, “Oh, this is a burden. I
part failure and some part achievement.
wish I was an unknown Tibetan. Then
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By His Holiness the Dalai Lama*

W

hen I was a boy in Tibet, I
felt that my own Buddhist
religion must be the best —
and that other faiths were somehow
inferior. Now I see how naïve I was,
and how dangerous the extremes of
religious intolerance can be today.
Though intolerance may be as old as
religion itself, we still see vigorous
signs of its virulence. In Europe, there
are intense debates about newcomers
wearing veils or wanting to erect
minarets and episodes of violence
against Muslim immigrants. Radical
atheists issue blanket condemnations
of those who hold to religious beliefs.
In the Middle East, the flames of war
are fanned by hatred of those who
adhere to a different faith.
Such tensions are likely to increase
as t he wo r l d b ec o mes mo r e
interconnected and cultures, peoples
and religions beco me ever mo re
entwined. The pressure this creates
tests more than our tolerance — it
demands that we promote peaceful
co ex i ste nce and un d er sta n d i ng
across boundaries.
Granted, every religion has a sense of
exclusivity as part of its core identity.
Even so, I believe there is genuine
potential for mutual understanding.
While preserving faith toward one’s
own tradition, one can respect, admire
and appreciate other traditions.
An early eye-opener for me was my
me eti ng with the T rap pist mo nk
Thomas Merton in India shortly before
his untimely death in 1968. Merton told
me he could be perfectly faithful to
Christianity, yet learn in depth from
other religions like Buddhism. The
same is true for me as an ardent
Buddhist learning from the world’s
other great religions.
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A main point in my discussion with
Merton was how central compassion
wa s to the message of both
Christianity and Buddhism. In my
readings of the New Testament, I find
myself inspired by Jesus’ acts of
compassion. His miracle of the loaves
and fishes, his heal ing and his
teaching are all motivated by the
desire to relieve suffering.
I’m a firm believer in the power of personal
contact to bridge differences, so I’ve long
been drawn to dialogues with people of
other religious outlooks. The focus on
compassion that Merton and I observed
in our two religions strikes me as a strong
unifying thread among all the major faiths.
And these days we need to highlight
what unifies us.
Take Judaism, for instance. I first
visited a synagogue in Cochin, India,
in 1965, and have met with many rabbis
over the years. I remember vividly the
rabbi in the Netherlands who told me
ab o ut the Holocaust with such
intensity that we were both in tears.
And I’ve learned how the Talmud and
the B ibl e repea t the theme of
compassion, as in the passage in
Leviticus that admonishes, “Love your
neighbor as yourself.”
In my many encounters with Hindu
scholars in India, I’ve come to see the
centrality of selfless compassion in
Hinduism too — as expressed, for
instance, in the Bhagavad Gita, which
praises those who “delight in the
welfare of all beings.” I’m moved by
the ways this val ue has been
expressed in the life of great beings
like Mahatma Gandhi, or the lesserknown Baba Amte, who founded a
leper colony not far from a Tibetan
settlement in Maharashtra State in
India. There he fed and sheltered
lepers who were otherwise shunned.

When I received my Nobel Peace Prize,
I made a donation to his colony.
Compassion is equally important in Islam
- and recognizing that has become crucial
in the years since Sept. 11, especially in
answering those who paint Islam as a
militant faith. On the first anniversary of
9/11, I spoke at the National Cathedral
in Washington, pleading that we not
blindly follow the lead of some in the
news media and let the violent acts of a
few individuals define an entire religion.
Let me tell you about the Islam I know.
Tibet has had an Islamic community for
around 400 years, although my richest
contacts with Islam have been in India,
which has the world’s second-largest
Muslim population. An imam in Ladakh
once told me that a true Muslim should
love and respect all of Allah’s creatures.
And in my understanding, Islam
enshrines compassion as a core
spiritual principle, reflected in the very
name of God, the “Compassionate and
Merciful,” that appears at the beginning
of virtually each chapter of the Koran.
Finding common ground among faiths
can help us bridge needless divides at
a time when unified action is more
crucial than ever. As a species, we
must embrace the oneness of humanity
as we fa ce glob al issues like
pandemics, economi c crises and
ecological disaster. At that scale, our
response must be as one.
Harmony among the major faiths has
become an essential ingredient of
peaceful coexistence in our world.
From this p erspective , mutual
understanding among these traditions
is not merely the business of religious
believers — it matters for the welfare
of humanity as a whole.
*Published by the New York Times on
May 24, 2010
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T

o commemorate the 50th
anniversary of His Holiness the
Dalai Lama’s arrival at
Dharamshala on April 30, 1960, the Central
Tibetan Administration organised a twoday ‘Thank You Himachal’ event in
Dharamshala, Himachal Pradesh.
The event held on April 30 and May 1,
2010 to express the Tibetan people’s
gratitude to the people and Government
of Himachal Pradesh was warmly received
by the local government officials and
population, alike.

His Holiness also advised the Tibetan
people living in Himachal Pradesh to
maintain good moral behaviour and keep
harmonious and cordial relationships
with the local Indian communities.
As an expression of gratitude, Kalon
Tripa in his speech announced that the
Central Tibetan Administration would
offer funds to help local government
schools, science centres, organisations
for the disabled and also contribute to
the Chief Minister’s Relief Fund.

Hundreds of local Indian residents,
including many elderly people joined to
commemorate the occasion.
Expressing his gratitude to His Holiness
the Dalai Lama for accepting
Dharamshala as his exile capital, the
former state chief minister Mr Virbhadra
Singh said, “the local Indian residents
here must have earned great merits to
have the opportunity to host His Holiness
the Dalai Lama as an honoured guest”.
The Honourable
Union Minister
commended that
the ideals of peace
and non-violence
of His Holiness the
Dalai Lama has won
the hearts of people
across India and
the world.

The first day of the
special event held at
the nearby Dari
ground was graced by
His Holiness the
Dalai Lama and Prof.
Prem Kumar Dhumal,
Honourable Chief
Minister of Himachal
Pradesh as the chief
Reiterat ing his
guest. Gyalwang
strong support to
Karmapa, Kalon Tripa
the M iddl e-Way
Prof.
Samdhong
Approach of the
Rinpoche
and
Centr al T ibet an
Honourable Industrial
Administration,
Mr
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Minister, Mr Kishan His Holiness the Dalai Lama honours Chief Minister Prof. Prem Kumar Dhumal during the
Virbhadra Singh
Kapoor were also ‘Thank You Himachal’ event as Kalon Tripa looks on.
expressed his hope
present along with a battery of Indian and
The first day’s programme included a
and prayers for the realisation of the
Tibetan government and nonfree medical camp by the Tibetan Medical
aspirations of Tibetan people.
government officials.
and Astrological Institute and also
featured a photo exhibition on Mahatma
Calling Tibetans as local residents of
Following the performance of the ‘Thank
Gandhi and His Holiness the Dalai
Himachal Pradesh, he praised the unity
you Himachal’ song by the artists of the
Lama’s message on ‘Peace and
and harmony between the Tibetan and
Tibetan Institute of Performing Arts, His
Brotherhood’ at the prestigious Museum
Indian communities despite differences
Holiness addressed the gathering.
of Kangra Arts in Dharamshala.
in customs and religion.
Expressing profound gratitude to the
government and people of Himachal
Pradesh, His Holiness said that the
freedom enjoyed by the Tibetans in exile
for the last five decades has greatly helped
the Tibetan community in highlighting the
issue of Tibet throughout the world.
His Holiness remembered and offered
prayers for the local Himachal residents
who sincerely contributed in supporting
the Tibetan community.
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The second day of the ‘Thank You
Himachal’ event was dedicated to
honour local senior citizens for their
support to the Tibetan community during
the last 50 years in exile.
His Holiness the Dalai Lama and Mr
Virbadhra Singh, Honourable Union
Minister of Steel, presided over the
function held at the main temple court
yard of Tsug-la Khang.

The Honourable Minister further urged
the state government to follow-up on
the regularisation of the benami land
owned by Tibetans, a policy which he
had initiated as the chief minister of
Himachal Pradesh.
In his address, His Holiness the Dalai
Lama recalled the historical relation that
the royal family of Rampur from which
Mr Virbhadra Singh hails, had with Tibet.
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Reminiscing
the
poignant memories of
the
difficult
circumstances under
which Tibetans were
forced to flee Tibet, His
Holiness thanked the
government
and
people of Himachal
Pradesh for their
hospitality
and
support.
In another event on
June 15, the local
Indian community of
Upper Dharamsala
organised a prayer
ritual and community
lunch at the main
Buddhist temple.

As part of the prayer
ceremony, a group of
Hindu priests from
Chinmaya Tapo van
Tr ust
cond ucted
Havan (fire ritual) for
the long and healthy
life of His Holiness the
Dalai Lama.

www.tibet.net

His Holiness the Dalai Lama honours Union Steel Minister and former Chief Minister
Mr Virbhadra Singh in the presence of Lok Sabah Member Smt.Chandresh Kumari

Mr Ajay Singh Mankotia, president of the
Indo-Tibetan Friendship Association in
his speech thanked His Holiness the Dalai
Lama and the Tibetan people on behalf
of the local Indian people for the
‘opportunity to grow together and learn
from each other for the last 50 years’.

I

n a press conference held on June
10, 2010 at Dharamshala, Chief
Election Commissioner Mr Jamphel
Choesang, declared that the preliminary
and the final voting dates for the next
members of the Tibetan Parliament-in-Exile
and Kalon Tripa shall be on the same days.
The upcoming elections will be for the
15th term of the Tibetan Parliament-inExile since it was formed in 1960 while
elections for the next Kalon Tripa will be
for the third term.

His Holiness thanked
the organizers and the
people for the puja
and expre ssed his
hope for continued
good
relatio ns
between the t wo
communities

“The two communities have successfully
resolved minor differences and
maintained amicable relationship for the
last five decades. Dharamshala will ever
remain sanctified and make a special
place in the world as long as His
Holiness resides here, ” he added.

For the past fifty years Dharamshala
has become a home away from home
for thousands of Tibetans. There are
currently around 34,000 Tibetans
living in fourteen different Tibetan
settlements ac ross the sta te of
Himachal Pradesh.

At the press conference, Mr Choesang
introduced the two additional election
commissioners, Ven. Geshe Rigzin
Choedak and Mr Jeper Yangkho Gyal,
who were recently appointed by His
Holiness the Dalai Lama as required by
the Charter of the Tibetans in Exile which
provides for the appointment of two
additional election commissioners to
assist in the general election process.
Geshe Choedak is the principal of the

Dharamshala-based Dolma Ling
Nunnery and Mr Gyal is a Tibetan scholar
and general secretary of the Multi
Education Editing Center (Sheja Kundue
Tsomdig) also based in Dharamshala.
The Election Commission of the Central
Tibetan Administration is a two-tier
autonomous body with the Central
Election Commission based in
Dharamshala.

Following are important dates regarding the upcoming general elections:
1. The mandatory Voter Registration will be done till August 18, 2010
2. Preliminary round of voting for Members of Parliament and Kalon Tripa will be
conducted on October 3, 2010
3. Final round of voting for Memebers of Parliament and Kalon Tripa will be
conducted on March 20, 2011
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f one were to go by the recent barrage
of official Chinese rhetoric, the
elections held by the Central Tibetan
Administration are anything but
democratic. Their reason for this: the
National Democratic Party of Tibet
(NDPT), which they claim is the “only
political party of the Dalai clique”, has
already selected a list of candidates for
the coming elections of Kalon Tripa and
Tibetan Parliament-in-Exile.

Notwithstanding the lack of political
parties in the usual sense of the term,
the Tibetan elections are not totally
devoid of public campaigning. The exile
NGOs and province/region-based
associations that are autonomous of
government engage in their own unique
ways of canvassing for polls, a highlight
of which is the declaration of
nominations, usually by advertising
them in the print media.

In the latest article published by
People’s Daily, an organ of the
Communist Party of China, it is claimed
that His Holiness the Dalai Lama’s
recent comments on democratic
elections in exile are only “skin deep”.
The article, titled Dalai Clique’s
democratic lies, turned out to be a
shoddy translation of the original in
Chinese published earlier by China
Ethnic News.

NGOs and region-based associations
that usually propose candidates for
every election include NDPT, Gu-Chu-

The assertion by the author of the
original article, Du Xinyu, that NDPT is
“the only political party of Dalai clique”
is of course open to debate. What is
even more absurd is the suggestion
that NDPT, by virtue of being “the only
political party of Dalai clique”, is the
one party that declares nominations for
exile elections. The underlying message
apparently is a misperception, if not
deliberate misinformation, based
entirely on their own experience of
pseudo-elections in which people are
allowed to vote only on candidates
hand-picked by the Communist Party.
Those familiar with the rituals of
electioneering in exile would also know
about the conspicuous absence of
public hustings and competing political
parties that are the central characteristic
of elections in democratic countries.
(This may have been a reason why
Kalon Tripa Prof. Samdhong Rinpoche
once explained the Tibetan polity as “a
partyless democracy”.)
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association held from March 14-16, 2010,
the executive heads and delegates of all
the regional chapters of the association
have voted to propose nominations for
the election of Kalon Tripa in 2011. The
following [13] candidates received the
highest number of votes. The photos and
biographies of these candidates will
soon be posted on our website.”
It is even more interesting to note that
the Dharamshala chapter of Domed
association later proposed a different list
of five nominations for Kalon Tripa and
ten for the Tibetan parliament. Many

www.exilelens.com

His Holiness the Dalai Lama, head of the Tibetan Sate, addressing the Tibetan Parliament-in-exile

Sum Movement, the associations of the
three traditional provinces of Tibet
(Dotod, Domed and Utsang) and their
regional chapters, etc.
Furthermore, it would be pertinent to
note that even before NDPT made its
nominations public, the association of
Domed (Amdo) province of Tibet had
already announced 13 nominations for
Kalon Tripa. According to their
announcement on 16 March 2010, later
covered by Tibetan newspapers, “In a
special general meeting of the Domed

other NGOs and associations are also
expected to throw their nominations into
the ring for consideration.
This proposition of candidates is not
merely limited to NGOs and associations.
Several prominent Tibetans, like former
Tibetan Supreme Justice Commissioners,
Kalons and MPs, have in their individual
capacities also proposed their choice of
nominations through the media. In fact,
even an ordinary Tibetan, or a group of
them, can propose candidates by
advertising in the print media.
TIBETAN BULLETIN 27

FEATURE

It would thus be wrong to suggest that
NDPT, or for that matter, the Tibetan
administration, carries any role in
finalizing the election nominations.
Every Tibetan election has a primary
round in which people are free to
nominate any candidate they deem fit.
In the final round of general elections,
people vote on candidates shortlisted
from the outcome of primaries. Thus, in
a true democracy, there is no deciding
factor over and above the people’s vote.
The way Du Xinyu has spun this whole
matter is, to put simply, jaw-dropping.
He is convinced to the point of
cockiness, that the forthcoming Tibetan
elections are headed for major failure. He
claims that, of all the nominations
proposed by NDPT, one out of total three
nominees for Kalon Tripa and 24 out of
45 nominees for Tibetan parliament have
already “quit the election”.
The truth could not be more different.
The reason behind a majority of those
who withdrew their names fro m
NDPT’s nominations is not because
they had refused to contest elections;
it was rather to avoid any possibility
of conflict of interest. The party
president Chime Youngdrung clarified
to this writer that as many of the
nominees are already active members
of other organisations, they decided
not to contest elections through or
with support from NDPT. (It must
however be added that it was not
unusual in the past elections to see
several organisations rooting for the
same candidate.)
Another possible reaso n for
withdrawals could have been the
mission statement of NDPT, which also
includes “to struggle fo r the
re sto ration of Ti bet’s rightful
independence.” Those who withdrew
their names from NDPT’s list of
nominations could have done so as a
statement of their support to the
policy of Middle-Way Approach,
wh ich seeks to achieve ge nuine
autonomy for a Tibet within the
People’s Republic of China.
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In order to justify his bleak election
forecast, Du Xinyu also quoted some
cooked-up figures of abnormally low
voter turnout in exile. According to
him, the 2006 parliamentary elections
registered a dismal turnout of 26.8%
and “considering the fact that a monk
could have two votes, the actual voting
rate would be even lower.”
Accor ding t o t he rec ords of the
Tibetan Election Commission, the total
number o f peop le registered ( or
el igible ) to vo te in the 20 06
parliamentary elections was 70,500. A
total of 43,202 votes were cast in the
final election. Since the monks and
nuns are enti tled t o vote in two
constituencies, religious (each 2 seats)
and provincial (each 10 seats), in order
to calculate the actual number of
people who have cast their votes, we
would have to deduct the votes cast
for religious seats. In other words, if
we add up the number of people who
had voted in the three provincial
constituencies of Dotod, Domed and
Utsang (total 30 seats), North America
(1 seat) and Europe (2 seats), the actual
figure would be 37,147, which means
the turnout rate was 52.69%.
It must also be noted that thus far,
parliamentary seats have not been
allocated for Tibetans in Australia and
in Asian countries like Taiwan, Japan,
Russia, etc. The Tibetan people in
these countries are however entitled
to vote in the election of Kalon Tripa.
Furthermore, it is also pertinent that
during the 2006 election, the popular
expectations of a record turnout did
not materialize largely because the poll
wa s, due to certa in una voidab le
circumstances, conducted at a time
when the majority of Tibetans were
scattered across India for the winter
sweater business.
Gener ally speaking, the facto rs
affecting turnout in polls are a subject
of extensive debate. A low turnout can
be attributed to a whole host of issues
ranging from socio-economic and
cultural factors, to institutional factors

and modalities of regis tration.
Sometimes, even different methods in
measuring voter turnout can cause
discrepancies in the count.
It was as such quite amusing to see
Du Xinyu propounding a whole new
theory claiming that: “The voting rate
is an important index for measuring
whet her a govern me nt i s a
democratically-elected one or not.”
Although the facts and figures cited
earlier make it amply clear that the
turnout rate was significantly higher
than what Du Xinyu has claimed in
hi s art ic l e , th e r e i s a gro wi ng
realization that the voter participation
should be improved, particularly in
view of the 2006 Kalon Tripa election
which registered a turnout of mere
44%. The incumbent Kalon Tripa Prof
Sa md hong R inp och e wo n tha t
election with a landslide majority of
29,216 votes (90.72%).
The fact that Tibeta n p oll s a re
conducted in a free, fair and
tr anspar ent manner nee ds no
corroborati on. Furthermore , the
popular faith in democratic processes,
or for that matter, the legitimacy of the
Central Tibetan Administration, has
never been an issue for the Tibetan
people. Thus, the low rate of voter
participation is o ften summarily
attributed to logistics, low level of
political awareness and at times, even
to complacency.
As in times of previous elections, we
have been r ecentl y witness ing a
variety o f efforts fro m both the
administration and NGOs aimed at
boosting voter participation. And of
all measures that could help in nudging
the Tibetan people towards the ballot
stations, what could be more powerful
than giving them a dose of raw Chinese
pr opaganda slandering Tibetan
democracy. In that context, Du Xinyu
deserves a pat on the back for his
vitriolic article, which is provoking
Tibetans to think about why they
should vote.
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By Sher ab Woese r

t has been a difficult spring for us
Tibetans. The earthquake that struck
Kyigudo in mid-April left us heartbroken and helpless. The death and
desperation of our people in Tibet and
the debility of those outside, against
the belittling geographic and political
gap, gnawed its tooth deep into our
exile wound.

congregations and said prayers but we
know that only prayers couldn’t keep
them from the pain of broken bones and
families. We sang requiems and wrote
articles remembering the people and
beauty of Kyigudo but we know that their
mouths remain gagged with communist
rhetoric and the land marred with tragic
stories that might never get told.

The heart wrenching pictures of young
boys and girls lying dead on the
pavements of Kyigudo town with their
school bags still hanging on their feeble
shoulders perhaps made many reassess
the political worth of this crushing
physical separation. Our hands couldn’t
reach their houses to lift a brick from the
rubble or wipe a tear from their cracked
cheeks or throw a warm embrace around
their cold shoulders.

The only consolation perhaps from this
calamity was the re-emergence of the
proud pan-Tibet identity that has for
centuries brimmed over the great plateau,
defining in robust contours the sociocultural boundaries of the Tibetan nation.
Tibetans from all over the dismembered
parts of historical Tibet, now bifurcated
into perverse-sounding Chinese areas,
came together in deeds and prayers to
share the pain of Kyigudo.

We cried over television screens and
computer monitors but we know that our
tears cannot bear the full impact of this
tragedy as they do. We sat in holy

Monks in thousands from the
surrounding areas rushed towards
Kyigudo to lead the rescue and relief
efforts. Draped in their ‘crimson and

marigold’ robes, the monks laboured
round the clock in harsh conditions to
pull out survivors from underneath the
rubbles of the flattened town – their
commitment and compassion making-up
to whatever little they lacked in experience
and technical know-how. Survivors and
volunteers scurried through the deserted
town-lanes carrying the injured on their
backs to the nearest makeshift medical
camps. Tibetans from all over Tibet raised
funds, collected food, water and clothing
and sent truckloads of relief materials to
Kyigudo. As the roads leading-in to
Kyigudo remained heavy with traffic,
words had it that there was no Tsampa
left in the markets of Lhasa, Tibet’s
historical capital, hundreds of miles to
the west.
Survivors of the tragedy - simple lay people
who have for generations looked-up to His
Holiness the Dalai Lama for leadership,
spiritual guidance and solace, wrote an
emotional appeal to President Hu Jintao
and Premiere Wen Jiabao on April 16,

An earthquake measuring 6.9 on richter scale struck the Tibetan area of Kyigudo (Chinese: Yushul) in the morning of April 14 with its
epicentre about 50km west of Kyigudo town. The two satellite images show the extent of devastation at Kyigudo.
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requesting a visit from His Holiness to
‘fulfil their religious aspirations’.
Imploring them to find ‘compassion in
their hearts’, the quake victims,
numbering over 100,000 expressed their
‘deep faith in His Holiness the Dalai Lama’
and declared that His visit in person to
offer prayers and condolences was the
‘only way’ to heal their wounded hearts.

According to Chinese official statistics the earthquake affected 100,000 people, leaving
at least 2,064 dead and 12,000 injured. However, independent news reports quoted
Chinese officials from the People’s Procuratorate as well as l
ocal Tibetans as saying that total casualties were upwards of 10,000. Official figures
show that ethnic Tibetans form 93 percent of the population in Kyigudo area.

As the heavy cloud of dust settled over
Kyigudo, it seemed that the dead too had
spoken of their undying wish to be
blessed by His Holiness. The ruins of
Kyigudo revealed in grim reverence,
pictures and thangkas of His Holiness
the Dalai Lama lying dearly amongst the
mud bricks and wooden beams. In Tibet,
where possessing portraits of His
Holiness is a crime, numerous photos of
the Dalai Lama appeared atonce on top
of cars and trucks ferrying as ambulances.
Fifty years of persecution, indoctrination
and torture crashed against the walls of
Tibetan faith and fell unceremoniously at
its feet, once again.
In this time of tragedy, the Chinese
government denied us the last straw in
human dignity of sharing our pain and
saying a prayer for the dead, together. The
communist overlords sent out a clear
message that in their ‘harmonious society’,
genuine aspirations of the minorities are
to be trampled upon with contempt.

Tibetan monks in their thousands were the first to arrive for rescue and relief work at Kyigudo
where more than 85 percent of the houses were destroyed. A week after the earthquake,
government authorities ordered the monks to abandon their relief work and return.

The government of the People’s Republic
of China continues to commit a grave
offense not only against history but an
offense against humanity by separating
families, and dividing a people who wish
to be joined together.
When the indomitable Woeser in her blog
writes of the silent prayers of moistened
eyes that gaze at every aeroplane flyingin to Kyigudo, hoping it carries their ‘wish
fulfilling gem’- His Holiness the Dalai
Lama – she captures in an agonisingly
palpable way the promise that is Tibet.

According to Reporters Without Borders, journalists were told ‘not to focus too much on the
efforts by Buddhist monks to help the victims’ in a set of rules issued by the Propaganda
Department for covering the earthquake. Monks are seen here performing traditional rites
at a mass cremation in Kgiudo..
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Even in the darkest period of our history,
the unyielding faith and spirit of the
Tibetans inside Tibet shines forth with
the promise to endure and overcome the
wrath of any brutal regime or calamity.
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MESSAGE
I am deeply saddened by the loss of life and property as a result of the earthquake that struck Kyigudo (Chinese - Yushu) this morning.
We pray for those who have lost their lives in this tragedy and their families and others who have been affected. A special prayer
service is being held at the main temple (Tsuglagkhang) here at Dharamsala on their behalf.
It is my hope that all possible assistance and relief work will reach these people. I am also exploring how I, too, can contribute
to these efforts.
DALAI LAMA
April 14, 2010

As I mentioned briefly soon after I heard the news, I was deeply saddened by the effects of the devastating earthquake in the Yushu
Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture (Tibetan:Kyigudo) of Qinghai Province which resulted in the tragic loss of many lives, a great
number of injured and severe loss of property. Because of the physical distance between us, at present I am unable to comfort those
directly affected,but I would like them to know I am praying for them.
I commend the monastic community, young people and many other individuals from nearby areas for their good neighbourly support
and assistance to the families of those who have lost everything. May your exemplary compassion continue to grow. This kind of
voluntary work in the service of others really puts the bodhisattva aspiration into practice.
I also applaud the Chinese authorities for visiting the affected areas, especially Prime Minister Wen Jiabao, who has not only
personally offered comfort to the affected communities, but has also overseen the relief work. I am very appreciative too that the
media have been free to report on the tragedy and its aftermath.
In 2008, when a similar earthquake struck Sichuan, Chinese central and local government leaders and auxiliary authorities took great
pains to provide relief, allow free access to the media, as well as clearing the way for international relief agencies to provide
assistance as required. I applauded these positive moves then and appeal for such ease of access on this occasion too.
The Tibetan community in exile would like to offer whatever support and assistance it can towards the relief work. We hope to be able
to do this through the proper and appropriate channels as soon as possible.
When Sichuan was rocked by an earthquake two years ago, I wished to visit the affected areas to pray and comfort the people there,
but I was unable to do so. However, when Taiwan was struck by a typhoon last year, I was able to visit the affected families and pray
with them for those who had perished in that disaster. In providing some solace to the people concerned, I was happy to be able to
do something useful.
This time the location of the earthquake, Kyigudo (Chinese: Yushu), lies in Qinghai Province,which happens to be where both the
late Panchen Lama and I were born. To fulfill the wishes of many of the people there, I am eager to go there myself to offer them
comfort.
In conclusion, I appeal to governments, international aid organisations and other agencies to extend whatever assistance they can
to enable the families of those devastated by this tragedy to rebuild their lives. At the same time, I also call on the survivors of this
catastrophe to recognise what has happened as the workings of karma and to transform this adversity into something positive,
keeping their hopes up and meeting setbacks with courage as they struggle to restore what they have lost. Once again, I pray for
those who have lost their lives as well as for the well being of those who have survived.
DALAI LAMA
April 17, 2010

His Holiness the Dalai Lama’s continuous efforts in preserving and disseminating the great value of Tibetan religious
and literary heritage remains a constant source of inspiration for all of us.
In our earnest effort to follow the great precedence shown and advice given by His Holiness the Dalai Lama, Sherig
Parkhang has always taken initiative in whatever little ways it can, by offering special discount sale on religious
pechas, school books or other Tibet related books.
To mark the auspicious occasion of the 75th birth anniversary of His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama, Sherig
Parkhang offers solemn prayers for the long-life and well being of His Holiness and is happy to announce special
discounts on its publications.
To celebrate this momentous occasion, Sherig Parkhang is offering special discount sale up-to 15% on all its
publications from July 6, 2010 to September 30, 2010.
Discount offered in respect with the Sherig Parkhang’s Catalogue:

[b]hP-[f]
10% discount on Shepar Catalogue* section [Z]
6% discount on Shepar Catalogue* section

15% discount on all other sections of Shepar Catalogue*
* For details, please refer Sherig Parkhang Catalogue available at all below addresses.
Please Note Packing and shipping charges will be charged extra as & when applicable.
To avail special discount place your order at below addresses:
1. Director
Tibetan Cultural and Religious Publication Centre
R-27 & 28, Ramesh Park, Laxmi Nagar,
Delhi - 110092
Telefax: 011-22455634, Tel: 22453672,
Director’s residence: 22013260
Email: tcrpc@rediffmail.com
2. Sherig Parkhang (TCRPC) Shop
House No # 179B
Tibetan Colony (Backside of Tibetan Day School)
Manju-Ka-Tilla
Delhi 110054
Tel: 011-23810830

3. Branch Manager,
Sherig Parkhang (TCRPC)
Session Road, K.B Dharamsala,
176215 Distt Kangra H.P
Tel: 01892-222673

4. Sherig Parkhang (TCRPC) Shop
McLeod Ganj Dharamsala Distt. Kangra (H.P)
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