
My name is Kelsang Tsultrim. I am from Yulgan county, Malho Prefecture in 
Amdo. I have lived as a monk in the Labrang Tashi Monastery since childhood. I 
left Labrang Tashi Monastery for Lhasa on 23 April. From there, I reached the 
Tibetan Reception Centre in Nepal on 30 May. I don’t think I will be able to tell 
much about the lay people’s lives and about the PRC political policies because at 
age of 10 I was taken from my home to the monastery, regardless I would like to 
talk about what I have seen and my experiences.

The grasslands in my area were in good condition when I was ten years old. I was 
living as a layman while life was simple and nomads were friendly to each other. 
The Chinese government has introduced a fencing policy, which has resulted in 
conflict among the nomadic communities.

The government claims that they would improve the nomads’ living standard. 
They said the government would provide nomads with all the amenities that they 
have been deprived of. But the fact is that they want to take away things that 
the nomads find precious.

I believe that these policies are implemented to fool the Tibetans because earlier 
nomads used to receive a small amount to build permanent housing. However, 
now they have stopped receiving it. 

I believe these are the factors responsible for grassland degradation.

An increasing number of Hui (Chinese Muslims) are settling down in my area and 
the livestock are decreasing with their high demand for meat.

Where there is grass, there is no water and where there is water there is no 
grass. This is problematic as the fencing has restricted movements to water and 
grass sources.

In this way the survival of the nomads is at risk.

During my childhood, we used to live in the tents and wear animal skins. But now 
in the brick houses we wear western style clothing. I feel that through these 
methods Tibetan culture has been diminishing. The Tibetan language is also at 
risk as Tibetans can only attain high position jobs when they are able to read and 
write Chinese. Presently, there are only Chinese in the high ranking positions.

As the number of livestock decrease with the demand of meat from Hui, grasses 
have grown high with no animals to graze. These long grasses start decay from 
roots resulting in desertification. Rats also destroy the grasses at the same time. 
Mining in the area has brought destruction to the environment and people as the 
waste discharge from the mining operations are being consumed by animals and 
human.

Nomads were summoned to a meeting by the Chinese authorities and given a 
“patriotic education” which consists of the distribution of pamphlets. Nomads are 
required to read the papers but they never recite it.



The Chinese soldiers have established checkpoints on the road sides and stop 
every passer byre   to check their identity card and take aside those people who 
they think were involved in the peaceful protest last year.


